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ABSTRACT

This work examines the problems of ethnie contlicts and the challenges of the refugees as

reflected in Marie-Thérèse Toyïs Weep nol. Refuxee. It traces sorne of the differences among

the major ethnic groupings in the society and the violence and subsequent wave of refugees

that it generates. The study does not only see the refugee crisis as the only consequence of

this ethnic contlict but also examines social, economic, psychological and physical problems

brought about by this. Using the Psychoanalytic and New Historicism approaches. this

researcher situates the novel under study within the numerous ethnic crises that have rocked

Burundi after independence and the trauma this has caused the people. This study is carried

out against the hypothetical assumption that ethnie conflict in Marie-Thérèse Toyïs Weep

no!. Rrfuxee is the cause of refugee crisis that affects the characters physically.

psychologically, socially and economically. We therefore hope that our readers would learn

to seek for peaceful means of resohing differences.
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Summary of the work

This work is centered on ethinic conflict in Marie- Thérèse Toyi's Weep no!, Refugee; in its

development is made up of the cause of ethnic confict which shows how people begin to hate

one another basing on their physical traits, their richness and their education etc.

When those causes take the head people begin to kill one another, sorne who are not killed

flee the country, by fleing the country; the refugees in their refugee camp meet with many

problems; among these problems, the refugees became defenseless, jobless, lowless and most

of the time they are fatherless.

This work has tried to see how to overcome those causes and consequences of ethnic

division; by checking peace promotion, this work proposes sorne solutions. In the way to

solution one may changes his mentality received from white men, being a representative, you

have to relay on the regulations of the organisation only, by putting aside the ethnic group of

your workers, the least but not the last that we have to adopt in order to reduce ethnic

conflict; being parent or teachers we have to educate our children to be peace maker. As

errors are human being and no one is perfect we have to reconciliate with the one that we

have offended against because we are bound to live together peacefully.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Background to the Study

The objective of this study is to know the cause of ethnie confiict in Burundi in general and a

~1arie-Thérèse Tnyï s t'took H'eep nol, rejilgee in particular. To begin with, let us have a look

at the history of conflicts ln pre-colonial Burundi, according to jactrover.

Com/hislor..vBllrundi hislor..\'. hlm. Burundi had been a strong organized kingdom for many

centuries. Society consisted of four groups: the Twa porters, hunters and entertainers, the

Ganwa the ruling aristocracy (today regarded as a Tutsi subgroup). The Tutsi were main1y

cow grazers and the Hutu mostly cultivators. Society was a hierarchical network of patron

and client tied with the princely Ganwa enjoying the highest statues, and the Twa the lowcst.

How Hutu and Tutsi relation was not clear but actually the history of their relarionship is

much politicized.

According to the same source above before colonization, Africans in general and East

Africans in particular, their societies had weil organized politically economically and

socialIy. They had their philosophy, religion and above ail their dignity. But when the white

man came, things fell apart. Everything took a new face. The white man changed everything.

Among things connected with the coming of the white man in Burundi is the division of

people due to L~eir size. how L~ey are fat and thin, 010st of the time thanks to their shape of

nose. \Vith the nose, the white man creates what we calI nose complex.

People \\ith long nose in Burundi \Vere called Tutsi and people with a flat nose \vere callcd

Hutu. The rapid growth of that division goes with the division of the way of viewing things.

The way in which Tutsi view things begins to be different from the way Hutu did. Their

social, economic and political relationship began to he affected by short division; later on the

conflict takes place between those two groups. ln fact, that division creates man)' social,

political and economic problems in general and the mentality of the people in particular.

ft is in this light that Marie Thérèse To); sets out in her novel weep nol, refllgee to expose

this phenomenon. As far as this work is concemed, it is centered on problems of refugees and

conflict betwcen ethnie group.
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Statemeot of the problem

As in many African countries, we observe civil wars also in Burundi we observe civil war

every time after 10 or 5 years from Independence till today, most of the time those civil wars

are caused by ethnic conflict.

According to https:!'/en. Wikipedia.org/wiki/Burrmdian civil war. From 1965 BI.L11.mdians have

descended in ethnic division therefore Bunmdi had been divided into 3 different ethnic group

which are Hutus, Tutsis and Twas beside Ganwas and kings who were governors before the

arrivaI of the white men, so from 1965 till today there is confliet between Hutus and Tutsis

because if Lhey are not Tutsis who are reclarning to be oppressed by Hutus are Hutus who do

that, as results hundred and thousands of people are killed and sorne others flee the country

From 1965 till 1993 many Hutus were killed by Tutsis and from 1993 till today Tutsis are

killed by the Hutus who want to dominate them or who want to become independent, to be

more clear in the middIe of those years there were sorne Hutus or Tutsis who were killed

during the fight but there is a way to say that from 1965 till 1993 many Hutus were killed,

and from 1993 rill today many Tutsis are animallike killed, most of the rime those civil wars

which take lifè of people are caused by the stupidity of judging people on the physical traits

or by the power reclaim or simply to revenge themselves because their relatives have been

killed by opposite ethnic group, by implication every time we are in endless civil wars.

All those problems caused by ethnic division have its origin in Bunmdians mentality who

have taken the rubbish lesson given by white men of judging people on the physical traits

beside that mentalit), there \vere cupidity of sorne governors who want to stay on power by

realizing masses' tension and sorne as far as the majority of Burundians are illiterate and

poor: to distinguish good from bad is very difficult as results to manipulate those kin~of

people in the way you want is 50 easy and the consequences of their actions are inevitable.

During colonization, Burundians were united, they were fighting together against the white

men, being in the sarne misery, living the sarne place, in the sarne condition, helping one

another.

The colonizer seeing that it was very difficult to penetrate easily the united people, he has

invented sorne strategies in order to divide them: he has done that in order to gain what he

was checking in Africa~ to overrule Africans in generaJ and Bunmdians in particular, in so
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doing the white man has portrayed Bunmdians on their physical traits or what they o\vn, as

results taU people thin with pointed noise and with five or ten cows were baptized Tutsis and

people with flat nose, short and fat without cows and who sometime exploit their lands as

Hutus, people who made pots with nothing who are used to beg in Hutus or Tutsis houses

\Vere said to be T\Vas.

After the independence, as far as Tutsis were elevated by white men, Hutus attempt to

climinate them but in \"ain because they were strong: mcntaUy strong: economically strong

because they were on power as results many Hutus were kiUed because they have defeated

till 1993: during Lhat time many Hutus ha\e tled abroad where they have studied and sorne

who have stayed in the country, without occupation, being poor and discriminated from other

citizen, they have continued to exploit their lands, in order to becorne successfully, they have

married early just to have someone who could help them to exploit their lands. As we know

\\hen you are with woman without occupation, to have many children is more probable. So,

during 1993, Hutus who have fled a broad came back and try to fight for their rights, the

government of Burundi accepts the election in \vhich Hutus may participate as candidates

because at that time there were Tutsis parties and Hutus political parties.

A Hutu Melchior Ndadaye has won the election because Hutus were so many to elect for

him. Tutsis seeing that as it is said they have kiUed the later, Hutus being so many they have

caused ci\"il \var which has taken many Tutsis tiU today.

During those civil wars sorne have been killed and others flerl in neighbouring countries

where they are refugees with many problems: during evacuation sorne have been violated

being young, sorne parents have missed their children and vice-versa. Referring to this

situation of ethnic conflict and their consequences, 1 am motivated to conduct this study on:

"Ethnicity and problems of refugees in Marie-Thérèse Toyi' s Weep not, Refilgee. ., This novel

reflects the situation of ethnic conflict. the causes, the consequences and the tentative solution

to ethnicity in our country. The fact that 1 am Burundian, 1 am motivated to expose the

discase of our country by exposing first the cause of the disease second by sho\\ing the

consequences, at the last of the work proposing the tentati\"e solution to cure the disea..~.

Research Questions

ln the light of the above, one may ask the following questions: What are the causes of ethnie

conflicts in Marie-Thérèse Toyï s Weep not. Refllgee? What are the consequences of ethnic

conflict in Marie-Thérèse Toyi's Weep not. Re.t'lgee? Is it possible to \York out lasting
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solution to ethnic conflicts? These are the questions that the researcher will try to treat in this

study.

Aim of the Study

This work examines the problerns of ethnic conflicts and the challenges of the refugees as

reflected in Marie-Thérèse Toyi's Weep nol. Re.fiJgee. It traces sorne of the differences among

the major ethnic groupings in the society and the violence and subsequent wave of refugees

that it generates. The study does not only see the refugee crisis as the only consequence of

this ethnic conflict but also examines social, econornic, psychological and physical problerns

brought about by this.

Significance of the Study

As far as the significance ofthis study is concemed, it is a modest contribution to the arnount

of work carried out by researchers on the causes and effects of ethnic conflict. The intended

readers of our work will find sorne clues in this work to enhance the understanding of the

phenornenon. This \\ork will also contribute in finding out the solution to those causes and

consequences of ethnic conflicts.

Defin ition of key terms

1'0 effectively tackle the issues at hand, it is necessary to define sorne key terms which will

he recurrent in this work. These terms include ethnicity, refugees, civil war:

According 10 www.dicfionary.com/brouse/elhnicity. Ethnicity refers to shared cultural

practices, perspectives and distinctions that set apart one group of people from other. This

rneans that is ethnicity is a shared cultural heritage. The rnost common characteristics

distinguishing various ethnic groups are ancestry, a sense of history, language, religion, and

torms of dress. Ethnic differences are not inherited, they are leamed; this is true we say that

we are this or that because our parents have told us that. Most countries taday consist of

different ethnic groups. Ideally countries strive of pluralisrn, where people of ail ethnicities

and races remain distinct but have social equality.

A"refugee" is defined as a person who flees for refuge or safety, especially to a foreign

country. as in time of political upheaval, war etc. A political refugee is a person who has fled

from a homeland because ofpolitical persecution. For Diclionary.Cambridge.org. It define a
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refugee as a person who has escaped from their 0\\11 country for political, religious or

economic reasons or because of a war.

lt says in the right of examples: you had to show a well-founded fear of persecution on

religious or political grounds to qualify as a refugee. According to heinonline.org says: "'the

word "'Refugee"" is a term of art in international law. Modem territorial states have limitcd its

use to those instances under which individuals or groups deserve assistance and protection in

their escape to freedom or safety. The reason for the individual fight to freedom or safety is

important under the principles of international law in relation to the definition of "refugee"".

Because of refugees are afforded special status under international law, the modem territorial

state may want to deter an influx of certain individuals or groups for social, economic or

foreign policy reasons. To accomplish this goal, states can define them as stowaway. boat

people. economic migrants, displaced persons, illegal aliens or people who have been finnly

resettlcd else\\here.

A race is a human population that is helieved to he distinct in sorne way from other humans

based on real or imagined physical ditrerences. An individual is usually extremely classified

(meaning someone else makes the classification, but individual may also self-identify with a

particlllar racial group).

Ethnicity, while related to race, refers not to physical characteristics but to social traits that

arc shared by a human population. Sorne of the social traits often used for ethnic

classification includes:

• Nationality

• Tribe

• Religiolls faith

• Shared language

• Shared traditions. (according to https:!!\\'\v\\'.boundless.com)

This source continues to view ethnicity in communication, political science, sociology as the

tollowing:

It views ethnicity first as characteristics of a group of people thought to have common

ancestry who share a distinctive culture or the common characteristics of a group of people.

For the second it defines ethnicity as the identity of a group of people having common racial,

national. rcligious. or cultural origins.
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According to Dictionar.vcombridgeorg: ethnicity is a large group of people who have the

same national, racial or cultural origins or the state ofbelonging to such a group. Considering

those definitions we "can conclude that in Burundi there is one ethnic group because we

share the common racial, national, religious, or cultural origins but when we take into

population richness we may use the term c1ass and then say poor c1ass, rich c1ass, middle

c1ass and in those classes we may find every people of Burundians with different shape of

nose, different body size and people who are fat and thin.

According to Wikipedia free encyc/opaedia for "civil war", we cannot define the term civil

war in wholc but \\c hm.. e to sec first what "\Var" is and for the sccond we will define "ci\'il

war". "War" is an organized and often prolonged armed conflict that is carried out by states

or non-states actors. It is generally, characterized by extreme violence, social disruption and

economic destruction, war should he understood as an actual, intentional and widespread

armed conflict behveen political commlIDities and therefore is defined as a form of political

violence or intervention.

The set of techniques used by a group to carry out \Var is knO\m as \Var fare. An absence of

war is usually peace. While sorne scholars see war fare as an inescapable and integral aspect

of human nature. others argue that it is only inevitable lIDder certain socio-eultural or

ecological circumstances. For sorne the practical of \Var is not linked to any single type of

political organization or society.

Furthennore, Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia defines "civil war" as a war whcrc the forces

in contlict helong to the same nation or political entity and are trying for control of or

independence from that nation or political entity.

Thefree onlinc dic/ionar)', thesaurus and enc)'clopaedia, on its part, view '''war'' as a statc of

open, armed, onen prolonged cont1ict carried on hetween nations, states, or parties within a

nation.

Dictinary.com defines "war" as a connict carried on by force of arms, as between nations or

parties \vithin a nation: warfare, as by land, sea or air. In this worl< we will consider "war" in

tenn of"civil war".

History of approaches

According to https:// en.wikipedia.org/wikilpsychoanalytic theory, psychoanalytic approach

\Vas developed first in America by Sigmund Freud in (1856-1939). It talks about the
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rechomics of defcnse. The diverse schools of therapeutic approach cUITently operative in

America inc1udc influences from British object rclationists "Modem Fredioms", the theorics

of Klein and Bion, self-psychology, the Laconians and more. Whatever theoretical

perspective psychoanalyst employs, the fundamentals of psychoanalysis are always present

an understanding transference, an interest in the unconscious a.nd the centrality of the

psychoanalyst patient relationship in the heading process.

These characteristics of psychoanaly1ic approach are mainly the ones haw pushed the

researcher to use that approach because most of the time the children in the refugee camp

transfer their angemess to the other children because their fathers ha\-e been killed by the

fàthers ofthose children From other ethnic group or they commit sorne errors unconsciously.

According to www.Dictionary.com/browse/psychoanalysis .• "Psychoanalysis is a meL~od of

studying the mind and treating mental and emotional disorders based on revealing and

investigating structure of theories conceming the relation of conscious and unconscious

psychological processes: in one word, it is the theory of personality developed by Freud that

focuses on repression and unconscious forces and includes the concepts of infàntile sexuality,

resistance, transference and the psyche into the id, ego and superego. Those definitions are

rele\ant to the stlldy in the sense that what we are doing taday has its origin in our childhood

and most of the time we transfer our mistakes to the others eonsciously or unconsciously.

According to https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/new Historicism. Defines new Historicism as a

form of literary theory whose goals is to understand intellectual history through literature and

literatllrc thrOllgh its cultural context which follows the 1950s field of history of ideas and

refers to itself as a form of cultural poetics.

According to https://www.reaiam-\vebster.com/dictionary/new.()/020 historicism defines new'

historians as a method of literary criticism that emphasizes the historicity of a text by relating

it to the configurations of power.

1t was first developed in the 1980s, primary through the work of the critic and Havard

English professor Stephen Greenblatt. and gained widespread influence in the 1990s.

Horold Aram Veeser, introducing our anthology of essays, the new Historicism (1989), noted

sorne kcy rcprcsenting that actually reappear in new Historicism: they are:

1. That every expressive act is embedded in a network of material practices: this

assumption has sif:,'l1ificant meaning in this work because whatever Burundians or

other people do is embedded in the network oftheir material practices.
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') That no discourse, imaginative or achievable, gives access to encouraging truths, nor

expresses inalterable human nature ; also this assumption is important in this work in

the sense that human nature can change in one way or another thanks to his

surroundings, his friend and his society etc.

3. That literally and non-litcrally ''texts'' circulate inseparably; this assumption also is

important in this work because they are things which are non-literally but give a help

to litcrally ''tcxts''. This is truc bccausc our history most of the time is verbal but at a

given tÏme. \VTiters may use those non-literally in order to produce literally tem.

Biography orthe author

Marie-Thérèse Toyi was barn in the Great Lakes of Africa, exactly in Burundi, on one of the

numerous hills of Burundi, mu nama za Mugera. She has studied in Burundi for one part of

her studies; she has a first degree in English language and literature from the University of

Burundi, Mastcr's and a Doctorate degrcc in comparative literaturc abroad in the University

of Port-Harcourt, Nigeria.

She is novelist, Apart from Lhe present novel understudy: Weep no!, refilgee, she has also

written A Soulfor sale and we hope that she will continue to write in order to expose the

situation of her country in particular and the ",hole world in general. Today she is a Lecture

at the University of Burundi.

Ethnicity has been also viewed by other authors among those, we have Juvenal Hatungimana,

Juvenal Hatungimana in his views, who demonstrates how Burundians without distinction

were promoted according to their merits, and how intermarriage was accepted before the

arrivaI of the white men.

Juvenal has presented the three components of Burundians population, and their preferred

occupation, by showing their occupation, Juvenal Hatungimana has sho\\TI how those

occupations are complementary. He continues showing how the situation has changed before

the arrivai of the white men; for him, the white men have promoted one ethnie group at Lhe

expense of the other.

He shows how that elevated ethnie group has been on the power ",hen the white men have

taken the departure, that ethnic group on power has forgotten the other ethnic group by

putting forward their interest only. The author shmvs how that small group on pO\ver has been
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ruling the country smce independence until 1993 when the t'irst Hutu president was

democratically elected. Juvenal Hatungimana shows how that president democratically

c1ected has becn killed few days of the clection.

Speaking about the death of that elected president, Juvenal doesn't exclude any ethnie group;

he says that Hutus and Tutsis on power felt excluded From power as results, they plan ta kill

that president. The author exposes how that elected Hutu was hated by so many people till

the) kill him. the death of that president has causcd ci\"il war which we are li\"Ïng till

today.By demonstrating the beginning of civil war after the death of that president, Juvenal

shows ho\\ a group Hutus has taken the \\ay to forest in order to form a rebellion mo\"ement

in order to revenge that elected Hutu. Juvenal Hatungimana shows how the president on

power after the death of that elected Hutu and after the formation of the rebellion movcment

which \Vas attacking Burundi; Major Pierre Buyoya (Tutsi)has accepted peace negotiation.

ln the bookThe Cuuse (Il Conflict in Bunmdi, Juvenal Hatungimana shows that go\ernors

ean't quite power because for them they see that to quite power means to return back to

po\erty the reason wh) whoevCf cornes to power does e\"ef)thing to stay in it as long as

possible. Juvenal Hatungimana shows how governors manage to stay on power ever and

fore\er; to succeed in that they maintain fèar behveen Hutu and Tutsi.To conclude his \"iews

about ethnicity, Juvenal Hatungimana has considered eight presidents who have ruled

Burundi by putting in consideration 2 \"ariables which are po\"erty and connict; he has found

only Jean Baptist Bagaza as the president who has ruled Burundi without conflict and

po\"erty. He continues by concluding that po\"erty is the source of ci\"il \\ar in Burundi

because informer time the 4 components of population were united no matter by a Hutu or a

Tutsi as the go\"emor. Let us see her \"iews in detail later and possible comments.

Elavie Ndura in his book Elhnie Re/ahons and Bunmdi 's Sirugg/e for Susla;nable Peaee. For

Ela\Îe Ndura in his \"Ïe\\s. he says that ethnie conflict e\"olves From pre-colonial, colonial,

post-eolonial and contemporary eras. In his book Elavie Ndura tries to show the mie played

by colonialist in ethnie division.

Elavie Ndura in his book shows that education given by white men has erupted in ethnie

conflict betwccn Hutus majority and Tutsi minont)'. Ela\"ie Ndura qualifies ethnie conflict or

the civil war as the revenge ofhatred ethnic group. Elavie Ndura shows that cyclical civil war

that wc are living today and struggles its root in political power and in economic control. In

the way to peace solution in Burundi, Elavie Ndura says that we have to frame and lead the

way forward through education that promotes youth peaceful engagement and reflective
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citizenship: teacher education curriculum reform is need to develop educator's capacit) to

practice peace across ail subject areas at ail levels. He concludes his views that teachers have

to play a great role in peace promotion ""'hile tcaching.

Beside Juvenal Hatungimana, and Elavie Ndura, we have another author whose name \s

Joseph Gahama in his book Conjlic/ Prevention, Managemen/ and Resolu/ion in BlInmdi. He

says that ethnic in conflict manifests itself in different domains. For him injustice has

heenobserved e\'en in schooI. at school the priority \vas given to the children of Gamva and

Tutsi dignitaries at the expense of the Hutus and Twas. By checking peace solution, Joseph

Gahama concludes Ll1at the army force should he given attention in order to conduct

themselves weil in front of the masses without making distinction between people. He

continues in his conclusion by saying that Hutu and Tutsi should he united for the better

future because they have to know that they are bound to live together peacefully.

Another critic in this direction is David Treuer in his book An/hrofXJlogy, Compara/ive

Li/era/ure, E/hnie Li/era/ure and Cul/ural Diversity. He says that ethnic literature is the

product of human imagination to imply that it originates from a particular cultural vantage or

performs work that could be describes as cultural. He continues in his book, by saying that

same writers of ethnic group have been influenced by their cultures. He continues saying that

even ethnic literature is from human Imagination, it could create in the reader the same

sensations that the book developed. The author continues to expose that the term of ethnic

group has been in most African countries bad applied because most of the time the authors

who have developed ethnic literature or theory are Ignorant to the cultures of the country or

countries that they write about, and the problem that we have, we Africans,

we have taken white men theories as the gospel news without questioning them. He

concludes by saying that we work that anthropologists and ethnologists have done is not the

solution of the problem but is increasing the problem or is the source of the problem. Let us

see in detail their quotation in the following below.

In the same book. Ihe cause of conflic/ in Bunmdi, Jean Berchmans presents the three

components of the Burundian population by specifying their preferred occupation of each

gwup. Ile sa) s: ..the Tutsis as herders while llutus are farrners and the Twas as potters and

generally these three professions are complementary: they were constantly in need of one

anothcr in thcir dail) lives." (8) This shows how Burundians were linked and how they are in

need of one another for their survival, but the situation has changed before the arrivaI of

white men as it shows by the author of the book, he says: "But this situation changed after the
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eolonization. Something very bad has been done by the eolonizer, he promoted the Tutsi elite

who, in tum have put forward their own interests instead of promoting the public interest

\\hcnen:r a situation like this arises, then a large door for ail kinds of eonfliet is open and it is

not difticult to tind a pretcxt to create a contlict to stay in power." (page5) This shows how

white men are the source of ethnie eonfliet and hm, govemors manage ta stay in power by

tinding sorne pretext. Those pretexts are of realizing masses tension and at the end of the day

brothers are to kill one another but the benefits are the govemors. The author continues to

show how injustice has been observed so far away; she shows how Tutsis have been on

power sinee independenee and this aet prO\okes Hutus and as results they engage in killing

and discriminate Tutsis who have been injustice to them. 11e says: "lnat small group has

becn ruling the country sinee independence in J962 until 1993 when the first Hutu president

was democratieally elected. This has created anger not only in the Hutu population but also in

the rest 0f the Tutsi p0pU lat ion \\ ho feh excluded from power:' (page8)

In the protocol 1of the chapter 1of the agreement in the book Arusha Peace Negotiation,it is

sho\\TI that the eonfliet in Burundi is fundamentally politieal, with ethnie dimension \vith

small pcrcentage. lt is written: "With regard to the nature of the Burundi contlict, the parties

reeognize that the eonfliet is fundamentally political, \\ith extremely important ethnie

dimension (11-12). This shows that the problem that we face in Burundi is not based on

ethnie group but it is based on politieal issues most of the time.

The World Bank in his view qualified the ethnic conflict as confliet which based on poverty

and whcrc povcrty is the eonfliet never miss and vice versa.

The World Bank says: "Many of the poorest countrics of the world are caught in vicious

cycle of poverty. \\hcn: poverty causes conflict and conflict leads to poverty:' (http/igo

world bank.org/DY 4040 RC70). This shows that the source of aIl civil misunderstanding is

based on poverty and how we are in eonflict leads ta poverty and how we are poor leads to

conflict. Wikipedia.com, tries ta define poverty in detail by showing how we can see a persan

or a country which is poor. It says: "Povcrty is a lack of matcrials resourccs such as food.

access drinking water. clothing, housing and living conditions but also intangible resources

slleh as aecess ta education. the exercise of rewarding aetivity, respect recei\-ed from other

citizens." (Wikipediacom). This shows that when you are excluded from material resources,

education and \\hen :ou don't have 3 rc\\arding activity b) implication you don't have

respect from other citizens, sa in arder ta solve that situation, you create eontliet; the reasan

\\hy \Vhen Hutus in Burundi were oppressed the} have ereated eonfliet in order to liberate
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themselves but \\e don't know what will happen to Tutsis oftoday, who from 1993 till today

are under pressure of Hutu majority and on power.

Elavie Ndura tries to show the rale played by eolonialist in ethnic division. He says: "Racist

Belgian colonial policies and practices reshaped and transfonned Tutsi and Hutu identities

into highly politieized identities with great potential violent eonflict." (pagel). This show-s

that ethnie conflict that we are living taday has its roots in colonization, as far as sorne

Burundians in po\ver have seen that act as the act of divide and impera, so to remain on

power they use ethnie division.

Elavie Ndura in his book shows that, education gi\;en by \-",hite men has erupted in ethnie

eonfliet between Hutu majority and Tutsi minority. He says: 'The ethnie hatred between the

minorit)' Tutsi and majorit)' Hutu that emerged during the colonial era erupted in open

conflict between Hutu and violence" (pagel). This shows that the conflict between Hutu and

Tutsi is not of today it is dated a long time ago. He continues in his book, Ndura qualified

ethnie eonfliet or the civil war as revenge ofhatred ethnie group. He says: "The massacres of

Hutu by Tutsi were not only related to the immediate strike, but also to revenge motivated by

deep-rooted hatred of Hutu." (page2). This shows that to revenge is the source of ethnie

eonflict.

Beside Elavie Ndura and Juvenal Hatungimana there is another author whose name is Joseph

Gahama in his book. Conf/ict prevention. management and resolution in Burundi. He says

that ethnie conflictis manifested in many domains; for him injustice has been observed even

in school.

Ile says: "The Astrida school whieh was established in 1929 to train future "qualified

managers of the European Administrations" eonstituted an important link in erystallizing the

intercommunity differences. Priority was given to the ehildren of Ganwa and Tutsi dignitaries

at the expenscs of the Hutus and Twas." (5). This shows that discrimination should he the

source of ethnicity.

By ehecking peaee solution. Joseph Gahama in his book, he says that the anny force should

he given attention in order to conduet themselves weil in front of the masses without making

di~iinction bet\\œn people. He says: "As the issue of law reinforcement as weIl as defense

and security officers continue to divide Burundi political leaders, it should be given the

required attention to avoid the continuation of violence'" (9). This shows how ann)' force

plays an important raie in peace making or in peace breaking, if they constitute peace

breaking, they should be gi\en a \ibrate attention to a\"Oid the continuation of \·iolence. He
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concluded by saying that Hutu and Tutsi should be united for the better future. He says:

"Both Hutu and Tutsi communities should reinvent the common will of a shared future that is

to be cominced that they are bound to li\e together peacefully" (9).

This shows that Hutu and Tutsi should sit together in order to see that there is no importance

in quarrelling or killing one another for the simple thing which has no value in their progress.

He continues by concluding that Hutu and Tutsi should sit together and make a debate in

order to t'ind solution for their problem. Ile sa) s: "Ilutu and Tutsi ail will require a deep

thought and a wide-range debate during which Burundians will face each other not with guns

but \\ ith arguments" (page 12). This shows the import<Lnce of negotiation, when you

negotiate with someone about something, you end up with good solutions sometimes.

Reside JU\ enal Hatunbrimana.. Ela\ie Ndura and Joseph Gahama.. therc is another author

whose name is David Treuer in his book Anthropology, Comparative Literatlire, Ethnie

Lilerature and Cultural Direnity. By viewing this tenn "Ethnie Literature.·· He says: 'To

calI something "Ethnie literature" is to suggest that it is the product of human imagination

and is to imply t.~at it originates from a particular cultural vantage point or performs work

that could be described as cultural." (page 1).

This shows the tenn ethnic is largely connected \Vith culture and is an invention of human

imagination. So in Burundi as far as we have the same culture, the same language at sorne

extent the same religion as result we constitute the same ethnic group. He continues in his

book. by saying that sorne writers of ethnic group have been influenced by their cultures.

Hl' says: --On th~' othl'r hand. sorne \\Titl'P.; of ethnie liter..lture make daims for the culturalism

of their productions:' (page2). This shows that ethnic belonging is viewed according to

cultural practices as far as anthropology is concemed. He continues saying that even ethnic

literature is from human imagination. it could create in the reader the same sensations that the

book sought to describe. There was a new premium place that the book de\eloped.

The author continues to expose that the term of ethnic group has been in most of African

countries bad applied because most of the time authors who have developed ethnic literature

or theory are ignorant to the cultures of the country or countries that they write about. The

problem that \\c have. we Africans. we have taken white men theories as the gospel ne\\s

without questioning them. Ile says: "The work of anthropologists, ethnographers and

sociologists largel) written by writers who did not belong to the group or culture in order

scrutiny were seen as increasingly suspect and e\en manipulati\e" (5).
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This shows that the reality that we are living today as Hutu, Tutsi and Twa is the imagination

from white men; this is the problem that we Africans have; we have taken imagination used

by white men in order to manipulate Africans as the reality. Sorne authors saw that, what

anthropologists and ethnologists have done is not the solution of the problem but it is

increasing the problem or is the source of the problem. Here the author by quoting another

author he says: "Vine Delora, Jr. famously linked the issue of alcohol abuse to the work of

anthropologists, suggesting that anthropologists, by defining a problem, largely created if'

(5). This shows that anthropologists in their way of working most of the time when they are

dealing with human affairs, the create problems whether willingly or not because those

anthropologists or ethnologists are sometime outsiders from the country that they develop, in

one word they may not know the country that they talk about, only they use their theory

without basing on what is real passing or happening in the country under discussion.

Structure of the Work

As far as the structure of this work is concerned, it is divided into five main sections. There is

a general introduction \vhich gives an overview of the work and closely followed by three

chapters and general conclusion

The general introduction gives an overview of the wori<. Tt is made of background of the

study, statement of the problem, motivation, research questions, aim of the study that the

rescarcher will \isualize when reading K't!ep not, Rt!fugt!t!. It also offers the sil::,'llÏficance of

the study, the definition ofkey terms after which thère is the biography of the author.

It also provides theories applicable to the study, the review of the literature: and brings out

the structure of the work

The first chapter entitled "'the cause of ethnic conflic!" examines the cause of ethnicity in

BURUNDI by passing on the white man's lessons to the education given by the teachers, the

parents and the influence of the surroundings on Burundians childrenjt also show"!> how the

treatment our everyday conversation, our group mates and our friends may contribute

positively or negatively ethnie conflict.

The second chapter entitled "the consequences of ethnicity" analyses the consequences of

ethnic conflict by shO\ving first the killings that follow ethnic conflict: it exposes how people

who are not killed fled abroad where they will be refugees. As far as refugees are concerned,

most of the time they are defenceless, homeless, jobless and sometimes lawless, the children

who barn in those conditions cannot study and most of them their education is doubtable, a

big number ofthem are father/ess. Refugees are mistreated by whoever and wherever.
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The third ehapter entitled "solution to ethnie eontlief' tries to check possible solutions that

ean be applicable to ethnie conflic!; it shows that we have to change our mentality first that

we have printed l'rom the white man, wc have to consider someone on his competences and

his performances by putting aside his ethnie group .it shows also that education that we give

to our children or our students may he an education which promotes peace .Whatever we do

towards our friends, our group mates may influence them ta be peacemaker or not.

The conclusion summarizes the major arguments raised in the \vork, brings out the findings

and recommcndations.

Charactel's

In this work, the characters are refugees who were in Mabanu camp in wirodi; sorne were

Tutsi and others \vere Hutu. lo\mong Hutus, we have Kigeme, Sibomana. Kibwa. Kabunda.

Among Tutsi, we have Wache Wacheke Watachoka. Beside the state of being Hutu or Tutsi,

those rcfugees had their relationship between themselyes, Wache Wacheke Watachoka is a

son of Kigeme and Kiroro a Tutsi who has stayed in the country after killing many Hutu and

prCf,'nated Kigcmc during evacuation in Wirodi.

As we know. during evacuation, sorne parents miss their children and vice-versa, Kadogo

brothcr ta Kigeme has bcen missed during evacuation. this loss has lorced Wache Wacheke

Watachoka to retum back in Burundi in search of his uncle Kadogo who has been missed in

Burundi during c\acuation and that loss has shocked sa much his mother Kigeme. beside the

search of Kadogo, Wache Wacheke Watachoka has come in Burundi in order to discover his

father and fore talha's land.

Beside kigeme, Wache Wacheke Watachoka, Kadogo and Kiroro who had familial

relationship others \vere refugees, Sibomana \vas a Burundia.11 refugee who has lent her !ap

top to Sada a wirodian citizen and after a while Sada being a national, has refused to give

back the lap top. Kib\Va is a Burundian refugee, he has hecn killed by a policeman \vhen

refugees were forced to quite wirodi, for Kabunda is a Burundian refugee who has used his

richness in order to hide his ethnic group. he has done that in order to survive in the world of

Hutus in the refugee camp because a Tutsi in the refugee camp of Mabanu was seen as a sin

and to he killed \Vas more probable.



16

CHAPTER 1: THE CAUSES OF ETHNIC CONFLICf

To introduce this ehapter we will begin by showing how the mlers from pre-eolonial period

and post independenee period are said to be the same ethnie group and this leads to ethnie

eonfliet. After that we will examine how eolonialist have helped so mueh in ethnie division

by portraying differently Bumndian's population basing on this physical appearance.

Following that, eolonialists eontributed in this ethnie division by elevating one ethnie group

at the expense of the other. In this chapter we will see how the native govemors manoeuvres

eontribute in ethnie eonfliet by ereating tension between people in order to stay on mIe ever

and forever.

Ethnieity in Burundi became very glaring and open in the early post-colonial era. After

eelonialism were the white men took the departure, those who are doser to the white men

have token the power instead of helping their brothers in misery they have increased the

mistreatment. The oppressed people bTfO\V with anger inside their hearts. Aften.\'ards they

have organize themselves in order to fight against those people on power. This statement has

been developed by Mohamed Salih and John Markakis in the book Ethnicity and the State in

Eastern ~lrica. They say: "With indcpcndcnce soon afterwards, a pattern of power

distribution was established in the post-colonial state that detennined aceess to social and

material resources. Since power was unevenly distributed, access to resources proved

inequitable"" (7). This behavior ofmistrcating other pl-'Oplc is not only donc by with mcn but

also Africans who have taken the power after the departure of with men, the later have acted

more badly than white men towards their brothers. AIse in Burundi that kind of behavior is

observable till today because whoever arrives on power wants to help only people from his

province or his ethnic group and that behavior provokes the masses angriness and at the end

of the day the rest of the masses checks how to eliminate those people on power and the

people with the sorne ethnic group of the representative stuff. This also can be secn in the

novel understudy Weep not, Refugee, of Marie-Thérèse Toyi's Weep not, Refugee where

Kigeme being an orphan and a refugee beggar in Mabanu camp.

The women who have becn mistreated by her father began to laugh at her, it is said in the

book like this: -They rcminded her hm... her tàther had rcfuscd to lcnd thcm money for the

school tees of a child, or money to start a small business or how he had not given them a free

ride in his vehicle when they \vere tired" (Il ).
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This sho\\'S that ethnic division gro\\'S frum what our parents haw done. Sometimes children

are killed because their fathers have done something wrong in the society; children become

victims of what they don't know. The cause of ethnicity can have the source in man)' actions,

if it is not the behaviour of your parents, it can be your own behaviour or how people judges

you, it is s..'\id in the book under~;tudy like this: ""Only sorne rnonths carly Kigcrne was a happy

school-girl. cornfortably, going 10 school in her fa1her's jeep." (8-9). May he also, Kigerne

\\as bossing to the others being in the father's jeep, thanks ta the \vomen vve told Kigeme

above being in the refugee camp, it is obvious that her father has been killed by the people

who hate him bt."'Cause of his richness and his behaviour towards others.

Paradoxically, prior to independence, sorne colonial administrators manipulated ethnic

ri\alries among indigenous populations by employing a strategy of divide and mie. This

strategy created enmity and suspicious among African people and the situation has

significantly changed. Those peasants who most of them are illiterate and poor accept \\hat

those rich and intellectuals said without asking any question, after what they do. They plan

how to eliminate those who are supposed ta oppress them. After killing them, those rich

people and intellectuals are them who will be called to participate in peace conversation in

order to share the power, after sharing the power, they enrich themsehes \\ithout thinking

about the masses that have helped them arrive there. Even during the campaign, the stuff

manipulates people in order ta vote for them by promising this and that after being elected

they do nothing. This idea of manipulating the masses in order ta gain what you want has

been developed in the book Elhnicily and Ilu: Slale in Easlern o~fricŒ lt is said: "Elhnicil)

was part of the stock in trade at the very genesis of modem African studies. It has however,

~en a controversial theme. its existence and Icgitirnacy in frequent dispute over years." (18)

Ethnicity is seen as trade; jnit has been used a long time ago till today because even today

sorneone who wants ta arrive on this or that, use this ethnic group without taking into account

his competence and his performance. However wants to arrive on power manipulates the

masses by putting torward their ethnic group in arder to be chosen as leaders. This also can

he seen in the novel understudy, Weep nol, RejiJgee. Where the policeman who were

supposed hô proleet aIl people dare lo steal someone's money and plan lo kill him wilhout lhe

real cause only by accusing him to be one of the ethnic group that they hate so much; the

policeman who \\as stealing \Vache Wachckc's moncy.
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Wache Wacheke was a Tutsi in the refugee camp of Hutu and he has managed to have a little

money, when refugees have been forced to retum back in Burundi from their exile in

MABANU Camp, he has met \vith policemen and one of those policemen who was stilling

Wache wacheke's money, he has said: "He is a brother of those irresponsible Burundians

who assailed our diplomats in Burundi". This shows that someone who wants to enrich

himselfby stealing someone's afTairs, he diminishes the former by accusing him to be one of

the group of I-"leople that has done this or that and your belongings are taken in that \vay and

you are forced to keep quiet. Besides that, the masses who engage in eliminating others end

in occupying their lands in order to enrich themselves. It is said in the book understudy that

even people who were in exile when they return back they are bad taken by the people who

have occupied their lands.

It is said in the novel understudy it is written: "You know, there is a shock involved in being

obliged, while unprepared to leave a plwldered house or a land which you had seized when

the owner went into exile. For those occasional landlords. we were a menace." This shows

that people kill others in order occupy their lands, when those people go into the exile and by

chance retum back in their lands, they are considered as enemies as a menace, in one word

the} are not weil received by dIe landlords.

The cause of ethnicity is somehow very difficult to situate in the space of time because from

man) years ago till today in Africa in general and in Burundi in palticular, we observe civil

wars. 50 the cause of ethnicity is not to he checked only in our new generation but also from

our forefathers.

We could say that ethnicity in Africa in general and in Burundi in particular can be

eonsidered as heritance or HIV disease which are transmitted from one generation to another

or from one people to another. This can he emphasized in the book Elhnicity and Slale in

Easiern Africa. lt is said likc this: "But if there is no priori reason, why ethnie mobilization

must necessarily increase in pluralist and decentralized frameworks, one cannot assume either

that there will be no relationship or eITee"- (19).

This demonstrates that what we are living today cornes from the ancient time that we observe

today has been prepared so long in the rime passed. Our past has dIe real connection widl our

presents hecause each action, has its beginning and its end but we doubt about ethnic

conflicts ending because edl1lÏc conflicts ha\e become a good atticulation to he used in order

to arrive wherever you want; politicians when they want to arrive on power they manipulate

dIe masses by putting forwards dleir etlmic group, the masses when see tllat theit· living
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conditions are not sufTicient ùley eliminate oùlers in order to occupy ùleir belongings or the)

will begin to judge others on their physical traits in order to discriminate them; in the refugee

camp. in Mabanu camp in the book understudy. Wt:C!p Ilot. Rt:fi,gt:c!. Wache Wache)..e v.as

mistreated by his bJfOUP mate only because they accuse him to be a Tutsi. Those group mates

were YOWIg like Wache Wacheke but because dIe) have had dlat their relati\es ha\e been

killed by the Tutsis, so they want to revenge themselves by killing Wache Wacheke because

he is a Tutsi. the memœr of Ùle killers must he killed by dlem, dw'ing their il1\ estigatiün

about Wache Wacheke's ethnic group, one ofthose group mates said this: "If discover that

\Vache \Vacheke i~ a Tubi, \\dl.. .maybe rd bdtcr Ilot say a11)thing until the ime~tigatiL\1l is

over:'

Hcre an)one could dlink what will happen after dIe discovery of Wache Wacheke's ethnic

bJfOUP. Wache Wacheke is the son of Kigeme, the orphan girl and paor refugee beggar, she

has been rapcd b) a Hutu Kirüro dw'ing her exile, Wache Wacheke has bom in dIe exile

exactly in the refugee camp, he didn't know what the Tutsi relatives have done to the Tutu

but he is güing pa} the fine of \\hat he didn't know.

Also to be in the refugee camp is not a sin when we take into account the conditions which

ha\e pushed kigeme the mother of \Vache \Vacheke ta take an exile in exactly in Mabanu

camp: she has t1ed there after seeing her parents killed in public place after that she has been

raped b) kirorü the murderer of her l-13rents. So it is absurd for Wache Wacheke to he

mistreated by his group mates in misery, the group mates knowing the condition in which

Wache Wacheke has been concci\ed. instead of plaIUling to kill him dley would consol him.

but as this act of revenge is in our born love, they want to put in practice what they have

recci\ cd from their parents.

ln fact ethnie conflict is the creation of the Whiteman, lt is viewed therefore as a colonial

enterprise. Westelll ei\ilization is maIlifested mostly in ethnie division and that di\Ïsion

penetrates probJfessively trom one generation to on other. The white man creates ethnic

di\ision beeausc it is the best way that ma) help him to remain in on throne. 1'0 achie\e his

target, the white man has his own procedures on which he acts so that his manoeuvre may

slIcceed in the way he \\aI11s. By doing that, dIe WhitemaII aI!alyses people physica!ly aIld he

portrays people in the way he wants.

He puts people in a gi\ en grüup thanks to physical u'aits dlat shared œtween them. He sa)s

through his analysis this group constitutes Hutu groups because they are short they have a flat

nose. they are fat and 50 on. he pOltrays Tutsi as people \\110 aI'e tall \\ith pointed Ilose
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and thin. As the white man .... as considered as superior in ail domains Africans in general and

Burundians in particular take that theory as gospel news, without asking any question.

TIll' rapid gro.... th of that division leads to mental behavior of any etlmic groups by

transmitting that belief from parents to children. By putting that in their minds as the pure

truth. Africans in general and Burwldian in particular begin to hate one another, when people

meet another in the road instead of grceting him, he begins to analyze his physical traits in

order to know if he or she is this or that.

Before the arrivaI of the white man, Burundians exchanges many things between themselves

among, them they \vere brides and CO\VS without considering ethnie group or origin but after

the division we have rare few couple with different ethnic group, who can engage in

mamage.

If it happens that by accident a Hutu girl loves a Tutsi boy without knowing that he is a Tutsi

or if the boys don 't kIlO\\' if that girl is a Hutu. The relation will break saoner or later.

However, one loves another because if the girl loves the boy, the family of that girl will

forbid the girl to marI"} that boy or vice-versa. National and international people have tried to

find a solution to that problem but in vain. When you ask people nowadays they tell you that

such belief is in our born love,

How Hutu and Tutsi relation was not c1ear but actually the history of their relationship is

much politicized.A rich Hutu could he regarded as a Tutsi, as it is seen \Vith Kabwlda in

Marie Therese Toyi'sWeep not, Reji.lgee. Kabunda is a rich Tutsi. As Mabanu camp was

dominated by the majorit} of Hutu who want to eliminate the Tutsi, the minority. TIlanks to

his richness, Kabunda was accepted by the Hutu as a Hutu. Likewise, an impoverished Tutsi

was considered as a Hutu, \\hich is the same case for wache wacheke watachoka. In realit},

Wache wacheke watachoka was not a Tutsi when you try to read weil the novel, Weep not,

Rt!.fil?,t!t.' of Marie Therese Toyi, it is said that kigeme was impregnated by Kiroro, the one

who has killed Kigeme's parents. Before that kigeme flees in Mabanu camp in wirodi. ln

reality wache wacheke watachoka is fmit from a Tutsi Kigeme and a Hutu but Kiroro is a

Hutu but he was mistreated by his friend who is supposed to protect him. Here one may ask

himseIf if the) ha\ e mistreated \\ache wacheke watachoka because he was poor or whether it

was due to their poor mind or ignorance. Hutu and Tutsi with merits and high achievements

in the society could he ele\ ated at the Gall\\a statues. Before eolonization ethnie

intennarriages were tolerated. However, after ethnic division brought about by the white

man. those maniages were impossible to same extent.
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TIlis can also be seen in Marie-11lérèse '1'0) ï s Weep /loi, RefiJgee \vhere Wache Wacheke

Watachoka has been rejected by Loretta because she considered him as Hutu.

Bcfore Loretta \\as in 100e witIl Wache Wacheke Watachoka but because one girl friend of

Loretta gossips that Wache Wacheke Watachoka is a Hutu automatically Loretta has changed

h",r mind til! she has called a policeman in arder ta take her lo\er to prison. Rememher that

Wache Wacheke Watachoka was expelled from the refugee camp because he is a Tutsi; this

moment he is going to be rejected by Loretta because he is a Hutu.

The failure of Wache Wacheke was due to his accused ethnie group by refusing Wache

Wache1..e·s hand lo\e. Ll)rdta has nll:ntioncd :>omdhing which sho\..-s that she fccls supçrior

to Wache Wacheke only because she thinks that she is a Tutsi. Wache Wacheke's trying to

cvnsole her but in \ain. He sa)s: "She lold me lhal she ne\er kne\\ lhal alllhis \... hik she had

bcen dating a Hutu. which was a disgrace to hersclf and to her entire family"' (96). This

sho\\s thal Lorella feels herself superior to Wache Wacheke, here one ma} think \\hat would

happen if Wache Wacheke was a violent boy what would have happened, maybe he would

ha\ e slapped her or kill her when we take into accowlt how he has gro\\11 and the condition in

which he has been conceived. The way we behave it front of others may lead them into bad

actions or good on",s. When \\e are comersing \\ith people \\e have ta ktlO\\ hO\\ we ma}

conduct our conversation in order to avoid tension between our group mates, our c1assmates

ür ow' friends: hwnan natw'e can he int1uenced by the beha\iour of others who are near him.

Loretta behaves like that because her parents have educated her in that condition of hating

people of ülher elhnie group becaLL"-e il is ob\ ious in her answer when Wache Wacheke was

trying to cool down her. She says: "As long as you are not a Tutsi, it makes a big difference

in klVl: matter:>." (Q7) Thi~ abo :>hO\\5 that from her eJueatÏlln to mail)' th.llll other ethnie

group is impossible, she feels again superior to a Hutu. When Wache Wacheke was trying

again tü attract L.)rdta' s. heart. Lürctta says: "What will 1gü to do in \\ irodi? My father could

cursc me bctorc 1even !cave home." Loretta docsn't only hate Wache Wacheke because he is

a Hutu but also she tears to be cW'sed by her parents because she marries a people from

another ethnie group. She was a victim of her education.

ln his. book HlIIllilialùl/l and ,rio/alion Con/liel, Jean Berclunans highlights the tllree

components of the Burundian population by specifying their respective occupations. The

Tutsi are holders of co\\s while Hutu are fanners and the T\\a, pottel'S. Generall} these tree

professions are complementary; the three components were constantly in need of one another

in their daïl) lite.
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Under these conditions, it is not easy to understand what may he the causes of conŒcts in

sueh a society \\here life style shows that they would live together in hannony before

coionization.

Baehman' s researeh is very nccessary despite the faet that aH the three groups of Burundians

have lived together in total harmony throughout the pre-eolonial period and the civil wars

whieh have preceded ethnie group division. During the pre-eolonial period, aIl the ethnic

groups inhabiting BurWIdi owed allegiance to the same monarch, the "M,,\ami"; believed in

the same God, and spoke the same language, Kirundi. They equally shared the same culture

and li\ed together on the same territof). Nop.\ithstanding the migratory mO\ements that

accompanied the settlement of the various groups in Burundi, everyone recognized

themsehes as Bw'wIdians. But this situation changed after colonization. Something bad has

been done by the colonizer by portraying people differently, and by promoting the Tutsi as

dite. TIIe latter put forward their 0\\11 interests instead of promoting the public interests. In

such eircumstances, a large door for aIl kinds of confliets is open. Therefore, il is not difficult

to find a pretex[ to create a conflict to stay in po\\er. The colonial administration, first

Gennan and then Belgians under a league of relations mandate and United Nations trust ship,

pla) ed a decisi\ e role in the heightening of trust ratio among dIe bahutu. the batutsi and dIe

batwa, and the division which led to ethnic tensions.

Ethnicity ma) due to $L'Cial miswIderstanding because one $L'Cial group may feel oppressed

by another social group and by the end of the day those two different social group may

descend in ci\ il \\ar. for example one $L'Cial group maybe rich dIatlks to dleir forces or dIatlks

to governmental embezzlement, the other social group may organize themselves in order to

fight against that rich social l-leOple atId as result hWIdreds atId dlOUSatIds of people lost their

life like tha1. Aiso ethnieity may have source in political misunderstanding, when leaders of

political pat1ies are in misWIderstatIding the) imohe people by corrupting the masses using

their money or the sugar words. When people are corrupted by those politicians they begin to

tight for those oppressed politiciatlS only becalL'>e dley dlillk d13t as for as dIey share the Satne

ethnic group they may be weIl rewarded after the war.

This idea of social and political miswIderstanding as dIe source of etlmicity has been

developed in the book Ethnicily and Stale in Eastern Africa of Mohanled Salih and John

!'v1a rl<.al<.i s, in tha1 büül.. the) sa): "'Ethnicit) as constructed identit) is one set of multiple

porential identities atId itself usuaIly has multiple facets atId faces.
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Ethnicity can take place 'Nhen the conditions of living are not the same between the masses.

This can happen when there is one ethnic group which is enriching by exploiting another

ethnic group. When the exploited ethnic group is aware of its condition, the member of that

ethnic group may gather and make the decision of fighting against the group which is

exploiting them; during the fight people may steal someone's affuirs. When you want to eat

alone make sure one day people who are not eating will stand up and fight against you

because what you are consmning is coming from their blood. When you are enriching, you

have to see in which way you are enriching, if you are exploiting others or if you are

oppressing others. when you analyze \Vhat you are getting YOUf richness by exploiting or by

oppressing others make sure that one day the oppressed group will stand up and fight against

you. This act of inequality between people due to richness bad received has been developed

in the book Ethnicity and Slale in Eastern Africa.

They say: "Perhaps one of the most significant long term social transformation affecting the

nature and focus of ethnic articulation in various parts of Africa has been the emergence and

manifestation of a protonational bourgeoisie." (22-23). This shO\vs that \vhen there is one

class which is exploiting another class, the later will feel uncomfortable because of the

po\erty that the) face in just fly because when they take into account their works they see

that income is not equal to that forces, the exploitation can be the source of ethnic conflict

even in the novel understudy weep, not refugee of Marie Thérèse To); it has been said that:

Kigeme was going in the jeep of her father".

To have a car in the group of poor among them many pass their night without eating, it is a

big problem because one day or the other, they may dream about killing you as it has

happencd to Kigeme's fàthcr, but this happen when you misbehave towards other people.

Again ethnicity has its source in the misunderstanding between 2 ethnic groups.

When 2 ethnic groups are in misunderstanding and the represcntativcs didn't want to behave

correctly in order to resolve that misunderstanding, the last thing to happen is to take

machetes in order to kill one another. This act of misunderstanding as the source of ethnicity

has been developed in the book Elhnicity and Slale in Easlern Africa. They say: "A

resurgence of ethnicity may come in basically two, again opposite, ways. One will emanate

from communities under threat and from group that have lost out in their dealings. With the

state or \\ith more powerful neighbours and rivais." This sho\\s that an ethnie group under

threat may end in ethnic conflict with other ethnic group which is under frightening it

because the ethnic group under threat \\ill see that there is no other solution except the \Vay of
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fighting but they forget that conversation about maters is the best way also when at the first

time you were connected the state and by change or by other happen you lose your place,

most of people in order to gain their farmer places, they use ethnie conflict by saying that

they lose their places because they are of this ethnic or that one, if they find sorne people who

could support them, the)" end in civil \var. Even in the book understudy the genocide has

happened because there were tensions between ethnie groups. 1me.ans Hutus group who feels

to be oppressed by Tutsis group and as result the farmer wants to eliminate the later.

ln their investigation one of them says: "Vou know that we are refùgees because of ethnie

war betv.een the Hutus and the Tutsis in Burundi. Ever sinee 1 reaehed here, 1 used to think

that ail ofus in the camp were Hutus. But, 1hear that a few ofus may he Tutsis, and, ifthat is

the case. the)" are not herc with good intentions at all.""(55-56). This shows that Hutus are

making solidarity in order to revenge themselves or to eliminate a Tutsi who may he in the

refugee camp because they are there due to Tutsis, first action towards them. For them

whoever they see as Tutsi is their enemy, they want to kill him in fresh legs without delaying,

the reason why the)' want to eliminate Waehe \'~'-acheke after the short investigation. In a

given country like Burundi, whieh has been governed by many leaders ITom different ethnie

group. but during an)' period of ruling we have obsen-ed ethnie eonfliet: during Tutsis period

we have seen genocide. during Hutus period also ea have seen ethnie c1eansing.

Good leader is considered as the father in a given family because it is on him where

evel}thing is tuming around~ he judges what to he done in order to develop his country. 1

think in Burundi if someone asks this question: "Burundi has had a good leader from

independence til! todayT' llere the answer will vary one people to another but what but what

we can assume is that after ten or five years Burundi falls in ethnie conflict, as result

de\elopment is impossible. So if ethnie conflicts are mueh in our country, the ones to blame

are leaders because most of the time is them who manipulate the masses in order to stay on

rule ever and forewr. When people are manipulated the)' kilt one another. To support this

idea ofbad leaders, in the novel understudy, we have someone whose name is Kiroro the jail

rcprescntative who has killcd Kigemc's parents and aftcr he has rapcs hcr. This act ofkilling

is not good because to suppress someone's lire is not good. it is a sin.

When you kilt someone's parents, the former will seek for ways to revenge himself sooner or

later if he is able..Another bad leader in the novel understudy is the prineiple of Karibu

eollege where refugees students eoming back in Burundi were received in order to continue

their studies. instead of understanding the students problem.
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he has organized how to chase sorne of them because he accuses them to be stupid, they were

accused to be stupid because the systems in Burundi and in Nigeria are different; in Burundi

most of them courses are in French but in Nigeria most of the course are in English. Those

behaviour of killing, raping people and chasing people from school may be the cause of

ethnicity because the sufferer of those actions will grow up hating the one and his ethnic

group. if possible he will prepare a revenge.

By implication the masses become easy to manipulate because of the poverty that they face,

by manipulating the masses, the representatives show that ail the problems that they face are

caused by other ethnic group, from there, the masses began to hate one another till they

eliminate one another. In the novel understudy we see Kiroro \vho has raped Kigeme. the

young girl of fourteen years old, who was a student, Kiroro didn't put Kigeme's interests

forwards also as mentioned above the principle chasing Wache wacheke at school he hasn't

through about Wache wachcke's interests but his own intercsts have becn put forward.

By putting own interests forward, without thinking on others interests, this can be the cause

of ethnicity. if those interests that are privileged are for one ethnie group because the other

ethnic group will see how to violate those interests which are viewed for one ethnic group.

We assume that the cause of ethnicity has been brougilt by white men. The \vhite men in

order to achieve his goal, he has divided Africans by portraying them differently, ignorantly,

Africans haw accepted that, and they haw followed the white man instructions, and they

have divided themselves due to their physical traits, to be merciful to the white man lesson,

they have taken the bad way of killing one another by accusing bet\veen them to be a Hutu or

a Tutsi, and the white man has occupied Africa without no problems. After independence

instead of discovering that the white man has lied to them, they have strengthened the white

man instruction till today, as results every day we are in civil war based on ethnic connict.

During that ci\il war the white man continues to be the benefactor because wherever civil

war sits, the white man will have where to sell his weapon if he didn't intervene directly in

order to help one ethnie group which is oppressed. In order to support this idea, Conrad,

Joseph in Nostromo. Cambridge: Cambridge university press, 1988. In Nostromo, Conrad

secms tu be saying that: "We westcrncrs will decide who is goud native or bad, becausc ail

natives have sufficient existence by virtue of own recognition.

We created them. we taught them to speak and think, and when they rebel, they simply

confirm our views of them as silly children, duped by sorne of their western masters"

(Nos/rama, 77).
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Whatever we do. by searching our own interests being Africans by exploiting ethnic division.

in that time we are imitating white me instruction, by implication we are promoting ethnic

contlict. Moral and physical depression can be the cause of ethnicity because when you are

morally and physically depressed you can be found yourself in bad activity only when that

depression is caused by someone \vho accuses you to have ethnic group different to his. To

say this in c1ear way, we can take the example of Kigeme and his son who has been

mistreated ail along in the no\·e1 understudy because sorne accuse them to be the Tutsis and

others to be the Hutus.

For Kigeme she has been raped because she is the Tutsi. beside to be raped she lost ail her

parents because they were Tutsis, due to those actions she has been obliged to stop her

studies because being an orphan with a baby at the age of fourteen in the refugee camp in

Nigeria, it was impossible for her to continue her studies. For Wache wacheke, he has been

mistreated by his h'TOUP mates because they accuse him to be a Tutsi in the world of refugees

who were supposed ta be Hutus only, retuming in Burundi he has been rejected by his lover

Lort.'tta, who after Clarissa's rumour that wachl' ''''acheke is Hutu, she has decide to quiet

immediately him.

When somebody is morally and physically depressed to prepare bad action against somebody

who has mistreated him is more probable, and ethnicity will take place from there. Besides

that. we know that each country has its o,..n culture. but when we tend to imitate or to

introduce more elements l'rom other cultures, in that time we may harm other citizen who are

not accustomed to those elements. Being the sorne people from the sorne ethnic group, the

other ethnic group which harmed by the element brought from other cultures may

discriminate us. and this ,viII be the starting point of hatred ma)' be the ethnic group ma)' state

from there. Gilbert-More, Batr in Post-Colonial Theory: Contexts, Practices and

Polilicsstates that: ""Moreover post-colonial criticism has contributed to the interrogation of

rcccivcd distinction bctwcen 'high' and popular culture which has been such a feature of

ndlural crilicism more generally in recenl dllals" (8).

This theory is important in this work in the sense that, it studies cultural forms and practices

in post-colonial Africa in general and in Burundi in particular. the novel lInderstud:y is a

historical novel which equally handle social and political related issues.
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To illustrate this, we can take the example of the principle at Karibu College where refugee

students were received, the later has attempted many times to chase the students only because

they don't understand French. Wache Wacheke says this: ""The sardonic principal reminded

us of the obligation to speak French in school" in the novel understudy.

We know that our mother tongue is Kirundi, why to promote English or French ln our

studies? It is due to Western culture, and it is the outcome of the colonization.

When you arc bossing to your brother speaking English or French, if he doesn't understand it

he may kill you because you are considered as stranger to him or they discriminate you in the

sense that you ignore your mother tongue by promoting white man languages. So it is better

to know the place, the time and to whom you are addressing to in order to avoid hurting him

or her. Another primaI)' source of ethnicity is the education that we give to our children; each

nation has its own way of educating their children. If the children are weIl educated in

peaceful way. there is no doubt the nation \vill become developed sooner or later because

instead of destructing they construct because they are united.

This idea that each nation has its 0'""11 way of educating their children has becn developed by

Edward Saïd in Cu//ure and lmperia/ism. He suggests that: ""Nations themselves are

narrations." The way you educate your children will be observed through their behaviour

among the others, if you have educated them by showing them that people from other ethnie

group are bad, they will grov.' \vith that idea and to change that will be somehow difficult, but

if your educate them in the light way, but showing them the importance of to be united with

others. they will grO\\ up \Vith that idea. whoever will try to corrupt them will fail. In the

novel understudy we have a woman who has been mistreated by people from other ethnie

group. but \Vhen her son tries to know his ethnic group, the woman has refused to tell her son

his ethnic group because she has already seen that ethnic division is bad.

When her son Wache Wacheke were asking his mother Kigeme, she replies like this:

"Wache, nobody asks or answers such questions." She wants to show her son that to ask

questions about ethnic group is sin, is prohibited: she wants to eradicate such behaviour in her

son's heart bccause she knows that, if he continues asking those questions he will be

endangering his life. If your child is growing up, try to educate him according to the pure

culture of the country in which he will be called to live, try to remember the obligation of the

nation in \vhich your child will grow up and work, don't give your child French education

whereas he is in Burundi.
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This shov. s that \\ hen you kill you provoke the revenge which you don 't know ho\v it \vill

seem to be, you may kill one people, as revenge they may kill hundred people from your

ethnie group or you ma)' kil! someone's relative. as result his life will be in dangerolls

beeause the one who has been killed were the parent of the farmer: this is the case of Kiroro

in thl~ novd understudy who has killcd Kigcrnc's parcnts. and Kigerne bcing an orphan she

has been forced to abandon her studies.

Ethnie eonfliets oeeur when there is misunderstanding between the masses and this

misunderstanding results from the leaders misunderstanding, leaders misunderstanding is

most of the time eoming from an eleeted representative \"ho is not fulfilling what he has

promised people betore election. This idea has been reinforced by AyiKwei Armah in The

Bealll.l.'fi" ont'S are nol. yel Born :\rmah trics to capture this idca with this question: "What

after ail, could it mean? One man with the help of the people, who loved him, had anived at

po\\er and used it for himself. Now other with the help of guns. had come to this same power.

What could it meanT' (The Beaulifu/ one,\' are not, yet horn 155). This situation becomes

eonfusing for the masses beeause they are them who suffer more than those leaders beeause

most of the time after a coup d'Etat which follows is the civil war wherc the masses lost their

bodies (lives). ~nnah',; styks thesl' types ofeonfusion "as new people, n",\\ style. old dancc"

(the Beau~v.fid. 156). Leaders come to power and are overthrown just to be replaced by others

who are not diffcrent from them. Coup d'Etat most of the time is the cause of ethnicity

because the ones who engaged in that action most of the time are coming from other ethnie

b'TOUP of the c1ass leaders. at that time the ethnie leaders tend to defend themselves by

eliminating the rnembers of ethnie group who have atternpted their throne. A coup d'Etat in

Bunmdi means the change of the face but not the change of the system. It cannot bring an)'

improvement in life. things still going in the sorne direction: bad to worse.

Ta support this idea. even in the novel understudy /Veel' no', Re.filgee. In that book we have

refugees who were in Nigeria due to civil war, and we know that no civil war can occur if

there is no participation of the leaders on power.

lt is clear. when Wache Wacheke were under investigation in order to know ifhe is a Hutu or

a Tutsi. one group mate has said this: "you kno\\ that you are refugees because of an ethnie

war hetween the Ilutus and the Tutsis in Burundi." (55) This shows that civil war occurs

\\here there is an ethnie eonflict. If there is an ethnie conflict automatically they are people

who died. and sorne people fled in the neighbouring countries.
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This idea of coup d'Etat has been once again reinforced by wars and conflicts of Bunmdi on

Google; this information states that passed in several coup d'Etat, from 1976, Deputy chief of

staff Jean Baptiste Bagaza had overthrov.n his distant cousin, president Micombero, and

many Hutus has been kilJed after that coup d'Etat. ln 1987 happened a bloodless military

coup d"Etat done by Major Pierre Buyoya. Bunmdian civil war occurred in 1993 ti1l2005.

In the context of a strategy of « divide and rule », the colonial administration injected and

imposed a caricatured. racist vision of Burundian society. This was accompanied by

prejudices and clichés relating to morphological considerations designed to set the different

componcnls of Burundi's population against one another on the basis of physical

characteristics and character traits as it is explicitly demonstrated in the travel of Marie

Therese Toyi H'eep no!, RefuKee on the character Wache Whacheke Watachoka who has been

mistreated by his lover Loretta because he has fact nose, which means to Loretta that he is a

Hutu by implication according to her. the marriage between a Tutsi and a Hutu is quite

impossible however the loves is between them. This act of dividing people according to their

physical traits also enabled the colonizer to accord specifie treatment to each ethnie group.

This act of promoting one group at the expense of another group has created anger not only in

the Hutu population. but also in the rest of the Tutsi population who feh excluded from

power.

Never the less the feeling was more acute among the Hutu this is also seen in Marie Therese

Toyi'sWeep no!, Re.fiJgee where the known father of wache wacheke Watachoka has

impregnated Kigeme after killing her parents. He has killed Kigemc"s parents becallse they

are Tutsi and he impregnated the young Kigeme of fourteen years old to show that he was

more shocked by the existence of Tutsi.

It should be understood here that the small group of Tutsi and Hutu who was on power did

nothing special that shows preferential treatment to other Tutsi only or other Hutu only in

terms of development as it can be seen in Marie Thérèse Toyi'sWeep nol, Refugee where

none from the govemors has taken an interest to visit the refugees who were in Mabanu camp

instead of visiting them they take them as a group of rebellions, spies ; when one refugee tries

to retum back to see where his father or his relatives live. he was jailed, beaten to death

however he/she was a Tutsi or a Hutu.

We must look elsewhere for reasons of confliet or even civil wars that we observed during

the period of 30 years since independence in ]962 until the advent of democracy in ]992 tiU

today. One thing is sure. the Burundian population. predominantIy rural and illiterate.
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lives in the same conditions Hutu, Tutsi and Twa. This can also he seen in Marie Therese

Toyi'sWeep no'. Refugee where refugees were living in the same conditions to sorne extent,

beaten by hunger. illiteracy, facing the same injustice of the guest country and the host

country but instead of sharing whatever they have, they began to create division by saving

that one groups is the cause of the problems of another group.

It is agreed and confirmed by many scholars that Burundi is composed ofthree ethnic groups

namely the Hutu. Tutsi and T\\a. Sorne of those scholars like Lemarchand, a famous French

politician scientist who is known for his research on ethnic conflict and genocide in Rwanda,

Bunmdi and Darfur and particularly knO\\TI for his work on the concept of c1ientism, ""argucs

that" a country of 8.7 million inhabitants are commonly divided into three ethnie groups, the

Hutu (85%). the Tutsi (14%) and the Twa (1%). Traditionally there was merely a socio­

political distinction between these bJTOUps. However, through support of a racist ideology and

ethnic hierarchy clearly biased against the Hutu. the German (1889-1918) and Iater Belgian

(1918-1962) colonialists transformed this division into more rigid identities, this also is seen

in r-.1aric ThérèscToyïs Wcep no'. Refugee novel where Joseph. the camp leader has been

replaced by another only for one cause of being a Tutsi. Joseph has lost his reputation

because he is a Tutsi and he was replaced by a Hutu. who instead of defending his refugees,

pretends not to see now one particular group is mistreated.

This is seen where Whache was jailed in a given house by his friend for accusing him of

being a Tutsi. Ilis mother goes to see the camp representative. The latter doesn't care for

Kigcmc's probkms. Besides. when thc repr(~sentative of HCR calls that representative to

report about the camp state, the representative pretends to ib1J10re the problem which is there.

\vhich implicates that he was in favour ofone ethnic group to mistreat another ethnic one.

In Burundi we have the same language, the same culture, living the same place in mixture us

Tutsi. Hutu and Twa. The division of people has been brought by colonialist for their O\\TI

sake, just to remain on poor and they have been helped by poor minds and they have been

helped by poor minds of Africans and povcrty which is in African's countries. those 2

elements till today are used by people who wants to remain on power etemally.this also it is

seen in Marie Thérèse Toyi's/1"eep no'. Refugee. In this nove!. we see that people as refugees

with high degree where none is employed and students who are refugees but who were in

secondaI} school in Burundi have missed where to stud:y. gmemors in the refl.lgee camp have

accepted education for the students in primaI}' school only.
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So evcn if the ethnic issue is very important to Burundi ethnicity is not the only cause of

conflict. Ethnicity may be a pretext or a manifestation whose cause lies somewhere else. For

example in Mabanu camp where refugees were gathered beaten by hanger, illiteracy, no

wateL no c10th one may ask where that idea of ethnicity was coming from within people with

-;ame conditions which were dangerous both the t\\'o groups. What he can S<ly is this "where

you have nothing to eat bad idea will never miss in your heard." weather you kill, weather

you still or you lie but when you are caught you pretend to feign by saying the in true causes.

You say that you arc mistreated by people bccause you don't share the same ethnie group;

you forget your bad act which merits punishments.

ln tew words, the cause of ethnicity is not only the poverty but also the illiteracy and ethnic

group is used as pretext in Africa just to help sorne people to achieve what they want easily.

The reason why most of the time children are the victims of ethnic conflicts because they are

casy to manipulate thanks to the lack of mental maturity and poverty that they face in many

African countries. Psychoanalytic and sociological approaches which preoccupies as

embosses on the African's behaviour in their environment and the social constraints that

atlects their psyche.

The cause of ethnicity can be the negative self-esteem, when you consider yourself superior

to others without tangible proof, at that time you are badly seen by your group-mate because

most of the time you harm them by insulting them or by mistreating them in one way or

another. This can be seen in the bluest eye of Ton Morrison when Pecola and other girls who

were black in the world of white, during conversation with a white boy, Maureen, the later by

making self-esteem has opened his mouth and says the following: '") am cute! And you ugly!

Black and ugly ... " (24).

When you are making your self-esteem, try to see if what you are saying cannot harm

anyone, and you haw to see if what you are boasting on is proven also as an important to the

society in which you are living in, otherwise you have to keep quiet by letting the society to

judge )'ou. In the light of showing that what someone says could harm another, Pecola after

hearing what Maureen said she had been deeply hearted, Pecola curIs her shoulder forward in

misery. This shows that when you are doing something or saying something which concems

your physical appearance. your behavior and your any quality you have to think twice,

because you can morally damage your heareL by damaging your hearer. the consequences

can be 50 many because the reactions are different from one another.
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Toni ;vlorrison in her book states that: "We ail knO\\ what it feels like to be disliked or

rejected, be it for a moment or for a suspended period oftime, we ail know what it feels like

to be dissatisfied with our appearance" (25).This emphasizes the case of Wache Wacheke

who has been rejected by Loretta, only because she accuses him to be a Hutu. Wache

Wacheke to express how he \\as dissatisficd, rejl'ctcd. he has said this: "\Vas 1 so ugl)' as to

scare away an innocent loving time girl? Oh my God. This ugliness of mine might be

horrible," (qg) in the nove! understudy. Wccp no', R(~fiwee. This shows how Wache Wacheke

was sllrprised to be rejected because of the shape of his nose only. Loretta, by rejecting him,

she says: "The palm of my hand is less flat than your nosc" (97) in the nove! understudy.

Weep no', Refu?,et'.

Loretta says while rejecting Wache wachcke: "1 wish you were a Tutsi. My love for you

wouldn't have gone. Look at your nose." (97) in the novel understudy, Weep no', RefiJ?,ee.

Loretta rejt'Cts Wache \\acheke only she accuses him to he a Hutu. Here one may ask himself

how it is pain fuI to be rejected by your lover only because of your ethnic group. If you are

rejected because of your C'thnic. what would he your reaction towards the one who rejects you

or towards his ethnie gruup? 1 think your rl'action couldn't he good, what 1 am sure you will

t,'TOW up hating her and her family. if you are not smart. j'ou ill even inform j'our future

children. by implication the hatred will be generalized between your ethnic group and her

ethnie group. Pecola continues opposing about the discrimination that she encountered, She

says: "Adults du not talk to us - they give directions. They give orders without providing

information. \Vben we trip and fall down thej' glance at us. if we eut or bruise ourseIves. they

ask us are we crazy. When we catch coIds, they shake their heads in disgust and our lack of

consideration.

The cause of ethnicity even today has its source in the lack of unity. When you are united it is

quiet impossible ta kill one another hecause j'ou feel like brothers and sisters [rom the same

mother and the same father, whenever one has problem, the other will do his best to help him,

and the society will grow up hecause j'ou will work in collaboration bj' helping one another.

In contrary. when you hate each other. no prosperity will be possible because instead of

working. j'ou wil1 he checking how ta eliminate the one that j'ou hate. but the one j'ou want

to eliminate is your neighbour that would help you in situation ofproblems. Trying to analyze

the cause of ethnicity j'ou will see that it is most of the time based on the lack of unity and

hatred without foundation. Even in the novel understudy, we see children who were in

miserable conditions. but who seek ta eliminate the life of his group mate because the)'

accuse him to he a Tutsi in the world of Hutu.



33

One ofthem says: "If 1 discover that Wache is a Tutsi. weIl may he l'd hetter not an)thing

until the investigation is over." (56) in the novel understudy weep nof, refi,gee. This shows

how ethnicity grows from hatred without foundation, here Wache Wacheke was a miserable

refugee like them, if they are sorne Tutsi who have killed the relatives of those other refugee

children. Wache Wacheke was not there. Sa could he suffer the penalty of the people that he

doesn't know?

The destination everywhere is the source of every social problems because when you put

aside your neighbour, the consequence will occur sooner or later; taking into account how

someone needs others for his survivaL We can also reinforce by showing how discrimination

is the source of ethnicity or race division by considering the work of finkembine. Sources of

1~t;-ican-Americanpast· PrimaT)' Source in American HisfOT)'. New York: Longman. 1997

Roge finkcmbinc comments that: "Segregation laws cstablishcd a strict colour line between

races in \'isually ail areas of southem life. Blacks and whites could not attend the same

schools, drink from the same public water, fountain, play the same parks. ride the same street

cars or railroad cars. be treated in the sarne hospitals, or even be buried in the sarne sections

of cemeteries" (Q5).

This is also is seen in the novel understudy where Kiroro has killed Kigeme's parents and

rape their daughter after. maybe he was revenging himself or he was elirninating that ethnic

bJfOUP with tangible reason because you cannot kill someone without a great reason. In the

refugee camp. the group mates of Wache Wacheke son of Kigeme has been mistreated by

that bJfOUP mates because he was accused to be a Tutsi in the world of Hutu. Those children

react like that they accuse Tutsi group in which the)' accuse Wache Wacheke to belong in

something, so to see Wache Wacheke in their group as a Tutsi was a sin. One of Wachckc's

group mates says: "l'hi" one is not a tale 1 am now going to talk of reality you know that we

are refugees because of an ethnic war between the Hutus and Tutsis in Burundi. Ever since 1

reached here. 1used to think that ail ofus in the camp were Hutus. But, 1hearthat a few ofus

may be Tutsis, and ifthat is the case, they are not here with good intentions at ail" (55-56) in

the novel understudy. With this speech one ma)' understand that, since civil war occurred

between people, hatred between those people is inevitable, and for the people to be reunited

needs a long period because sorne of those people would have lost their relatives. and are

somehow frustrated. The discrimination between mature people goes to their children

because parents of those children who have killed their relatives and the children will grow

hating that people and his descendants.
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People everywhere remains with wounds in their soul when they have missed one relative

during civil war. and most of the time people who were dying in the civil war are not given

an honorable burial, and among them are not even buried, in the work ofBoldvin, James. The

Fire ,\lexf Time New York the dial press, 1963, James Boldvin in The Fire Nexf Time A letter

to my nephew on the hundredth anniversary of emancipation, recognizes the crime

committed against blacks and professes that: "1 know what the world has done to my brother

and how narrowly he has survived il. And 1know which is much worse, and this is the crime

of which neither 1 nor time nor history will ever forgive them, that they have destroyed and

are destroying hundreds of thousands of lives and do not know it and do not want il" (19).

What vvere bet\\;een black and white men in ancient Africa, it has been transferred benveen

Hutu and Tutsi today in Burundi. The cause of ethnicity is due to incapacity of forgiving, if

the one has been offended by another, the former is ready to revenge himself and the act of

revenge goes on day by day, as results the lives of hundreds of thousands of people are

destroyed. Here in this quotation above, the one who has speaking at the end he wishes that

they don't want it again, so do Burundians want to stop civil war?

The answer to this question will be debatable since 1971 till today we observe civil war. To

support this idea of keeping grudge between ethnic group, we continue to see what the group

mates of Wache Wacheke organize to do if they discover that Wache Wacheke is a Tutsi in

the world of Hutus. Yes, from the above quotation made by one of Wacheke's group mate, he

mentioned that they are refugees because of an ethnic war between the Hutus and the Tutsis

in Burundi, but Wache Wacheke was not in the members who have killed their Hutus

relative. to forgive him was very easy, but as that behavior of to revenge is in many hearts of

Burundians, they refuse to forgive him till they beat him to death. One of his group mates

says: "If 1discover thal Wache is a Tutsi, weil. ..may he rd better not say anything until the

investigation is over" (56) in the novcl understudy. This shows that they were a plan after the

discovery. The cause of ethnicity takes place when people begin to make division between

themselves. when they begin to judge people on their physical appearance. This can be

supported by the reaction of Loretta, the girl friend of Wache Wacheke the rumour from

Clarissa her class mate has changed her. Loretta begins to judge Wache Wacheke on his

physical traits.

She says: 'The palm of my hand is less flat than your nose." Since the arrivai of Wache

Wacheke in Burundi from wirodi in his refugee camp he was with Loretta, but Loretta notices

the shape of his nose after Clarissa's poison. Ethnicity grows up in liS because of our c1ass
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mate. our friends. our parents and our teachers etc. We reinforce it through education.

conversation and exchange etc.

ln conclusion, we set out in this chapter to examine the various causes or reasons hehind the

ethnic conflicts and the problems of refugees in Weep no!, Refilgee ln the course of the

chapter we examined sociaL political and economic causes of the conflict. These causes

explored were discovered to he at the origin of this conflict. Through our analysis, we

discovered that ethnicity can he caused by many judgrnents ,which can he social ;for

example ""hen a given b'TOUP is composed by people which is interested in ethnic division

.this one can provoke problem to another group which they supposed to he of ethnic group

ditlerent from their o"vn. To emphasize this point of view, we have seen how Wache

Wacheke has heen mistreated by his friends by accusing him to be a Tutsi. The next social

cause discussed in this chapter is education given by parents to their children; whatever you

teach to your child will influence him negatively or positively. This can he seen where

Loretta has refused \Vache hecause he is a Hutu. Loretta does that because from her

education, she was taught that to marry a Hutu being Tutsi it is curse may he. Beside social

causes there are political causes. As \ve have seen it at beginning of this chapter, the pre­

colonial and post-independence rulers that were supposed to he of the same ethnic group and

this has provoked other ethnic group to organize ethnic c1eansing for other ethnic b'TOUP.

When govemors don 't take in the same manner the population, a group which is forgotten

can revoit against ethnic group in \vhich those govemors are coming from. To illustrate this

we have seen how the camp representative tries to ignore how Wache Wacheke and his

mother are mistreated in their refugee camp \\onere they were lodging, when he was in front

of the HCR representative also we have seen how Wache Wacheke has heen mistreated by

his teachers in general and his headmaster in particular even though there mistreatrnents were

indirectly. we can imagine why they mistreated him only among the others. The last cause

aiter sociaL political causes we have seen economic cause.

By economic cause we have seen that Hutu are portrayed as farmers and Tutsi cows holders

Two most potters. if one group saw that the poverty that they face \vas provided by another

ethnic b'TOUP, the later can practice genocide to the other group. In the book weep not,

Refugee of Marie-Thérèse TOYL the paramount cause is social hecause the education, the

complexity of nose. the mistreatrnents are done hetween people within the same social class.

So let us see those causes in detail and aiter that we \vill examine the consequences that

refugees meet with in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER II: CONSEQUENCES OF ETHNIC CONFLICT

To begin with this chapter, we would like to show same consequences that refugees face.

When you are a refugee with a different ethnie group, wherever you are, you are suspected in

one way or another. When you are a refugee you invest, you lose and you start again from

scratch point because \vhatever you do sometime you are submitted to the fàilure: when you

are not robbed, you are arrested. Being a refugee sometime you miss your lover, only because

you are a Hutu or Tutsi as we will see what happened to Wache Wacheke with her girlfriend

Loretta. When refugees return back in their native country they find that their properties have

been occupied or taken by the others and it is difficult to quite or to give back those

properties peacefully. Coming back from the refugee camp you may not find your family:

you may not find your land, at that time the aILxiety of how to survive arises. Refugees in

their refugee camp live in difIicult life; people lose their members in the refugee camp. In the

refugee camp weather you are graduated or not to find a job is a hard question. In the refugee

country, system of education may be different from the education system in which those

refugees are coming from and when you came back in your native country, it is very difIicult

for you to continue your studies without difIiculties.

Sometimes man)' children are born illegitimate and grow fatherless. This is the case of

Wache Wacheke Watachota prominent character developed in Marie Therese Toyi is Weep

nol, Rt;lllgee. In the refugee camp, the students are sometime mistreated by their teachers or

by principals because they don't understand the system in which courses are given .Being a

refugee you ma)' lose whatever you have basing on false accusation: Wache Wacheke has

lost at Kawaida's home due to fàlse accusation. Being refugee, as far as you arc poor you do

things which can lead you in despair as we are going to see this case of Kibwa and übute. Let

us see those consequences in detai!. Ethnie conflict has many consequences, when between

people there is division hased on physical traits which can appear on one people and don 't

appear to another, those theoretical traits without no proof may engage people in despair as it

is seen in Marie-Thérèse Toyi'sWeep nol, Refugee the novel which my work my \vork is

centred on.

Ethnic conflict grows little by little from mature people till to young ones and people who

were neighbours turn into enemies people who were friends eut up their relationship, with

ethnie conflict someone may dare to kill a father of someone and after impregnating his

daughter offourteen years old.
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Ethnicity when it appears in a giwn society. people of this society. if they are not killed. they

take an exile abroad where they will be attacked by many diseases. where they will be

jobless. homeless and defenseless. In a refugee camp. refugees face many consequences for

example students who have a certain level will miss a suitable class similar to their level

because ail things are regulated by the host country. To illustrate that \ve may take on

example of a given country which receives refugees. that country mal' have vacant place in

primar: school only or in secondar:' school only but among refugees they are ones who need

to study in secondary school or in primary school.

Ethnic conflict when it appears in a society calls many consequences with in people because

if l'ou are not killed l'ou because a refugee. being a refugee as we will see it in detail l'ou face

many injustice either socially or economically why not politically as it has happened at

Wache Wacheke Watachoka in the novel written by Marie-Thérèse Toyi Weep no', Refilgee.

Wache Wacheke Watachoka is the prominent figure who has suffered so much the

consequences of ethnic conflict. He has done what he can but in whatever he has done there

was an obstacle.

The obstacle that Wache Wacheke Watachoka meets with. if it is not based on his nose is

based on false accusation of having a sun but most of the time the mistreatments that he has

accounted were based on nose.lt is shameful to mistreat a people because of his or her

physical traits. Based on physical traits one may mistreat an innocent people till he pregnant

her. ailer kil1ing his father.

Conflict division may lead children ta suspect one another till they take one of them in order

to jail him in unknown place but before l'ou are attacked by that bad diseases between l'ou.

l'ou \\ere in good understanding. j'ou were friends sharing whatever you have. you were

c1assmates in the same class sitting on the same desk, doing the same material at school,

preparing courses together but when ethnie conflict begins the one who was your best friend

necomes l'our worst enemy and sometime l'OU don 't hate to kill aim or ta mistreat him or her;

l'ou jail him. you beat him and sorne time l'ou exclude him from your b'fOUP as if he has

committed a crime.

Ethnic conflicl changes people lill they adopt animal behavior and their hearts become

inhuman because it is shameful ta see someone who can take a machete in arder ta cut

<.;omeone· s throal \\ ithotll an} reason except the one that the} ha\'e nase that the} have nose

which are not shaped at the same size. that they have no same size; if one is tall and another

short aUlomaticall:-.' one who is short witch kill the one who is tall and Vice-\ersa.
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One who is fat and one who is thin may kill each other basing on the weights they have.

Beside that violence of killing by basing on physical traits you can see a mature people who

can allow himselfto commit adultery on girl similar to his daughter only because he wants to

revenge his ethnic group, instead of killing her he pregnant her.

The new born from the raped girl will have his Mather's ethnie or his father"s ethnie? If the

new barn asks hislher father will she be able to answer the questions the refugees with whom

they are together will accept that child as their members? Ali those constitute consequences

that ethnie conflict may bring on a given girl. As we have said ethnic conflict leads to the act

of killing or expatriation, when you exile your country by being a student, if possible you

continue your studies in your host country, where most of the time you are bad taken by the

students whom you find there as native. Because most of the time they cali you cali you

refugee or another name which can harm you or humiliate you because to be a refugee none

could prefer it and it is not a good name to someone who has his proper name beside that the

one how dares to cali you a refugee does it with purpose of harming, to discourage his

c1assmate. he does that in order to show his c1assmates that they are nothing and he does that

in order to show them they are in a country which is not their own.

Moreover those students who allow themselves to insult their c1assmatcs "refilgecs"

sometimes are helped by their teachers. Teachers instead of taking students as equal, they

play an important role in di\iding students.

For example when a student commit a mistake being a refugee he is punished with extra

enerb'Y as if he comates a crime. To illustrate that when Wache wacheke was in quarrel with

kiwi his c1assmate. the teacher instead of asking the source of the conflict he slapped Wache

wacheke watachoka tv.ice. Wache wacheke watachoka tells in his OW11 word the injustice.

Plays by the teacher: "the next thing 1 saw was our c1assroom teacher grabbing me and

shopping me with his huge rough hand. 1 remember hearing myself mumbling: """"'e were

playing:' Ile tied my tiny hands to my back and, tlanked by two security officers from the

school. 1 went ta sho\A. them m)' home". This shows that sorne teachers play a great role in

discourdging studcnts "'refugccs" even though he has been in conflict with his classmate thcre

isn't an}' dass regulation which allaws a teacher to tie a student hands. Teachers do that

because they know that those students are underestimated by the host country. they are

defenceless. lawless. Beside those mistreatments in c1ass. refugees students study in the

conditions which are different from their c1assmates who are natives because studying in the

same system under the same condition of studding, it is absurd even inexplicable how the

condition of success may be different.
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ln most of the cases also as it is illustrated in the novel of Marie Thérèse Toyi's Weep no!,

RefiJgee the percentage on which they based in arder to let a student ta go from the dass to

the next is not the same far as refugee and a national. Also this the way of discouraging

students.In civil war if you are not killed and by chance you scope board whoever degree

you have in your native country will be multiplied by zero and you become jobless because in

your host country most of the time you find yourselfunwanted. To illustrate this we can base

on the novel of Marie Thérèse Toyi J-fleep no!. Refugees where Kanani was a trained engineer

in electronics with more than thirteen years of experience at the national radio of Burundi, but

he was disqualified ta the post of technical manager of the national office of

telecommunication, in favour of a weirdoes flesh gradate. Kanani with fear of expulsion he

has kept quiet. This shows how to be a refugee is great consequence of a civil war.

To be a refugee because of the civil war gives instmction on the injustice committed by the

injustice which was supposed ta protect people and their properties.

Ta demonstrate that when you are in a refugee camp you have a representative, the later

instead of protecting the whole refugees tends ta make a division beh,veen people that he

represents basing on the difference between people thanks ta their different nose shape, this

act has been sho\\TI by Marie Thérèse Toyi in her novel Weep no!. Refllgee when weache

wacheke watochoka was jailed by his group friend accusing ta be a Tutsi in a camp

supposed to hold only Hutu and when his mother Kigeme goes ta see the representative in

order ta expose what has happened ta his only son he has not received by the representative.

When he HCR representative called the representative of the refugees camp in order ta darify

the case he has denied totally the case that he knew weil. This injustice also can be seen

beh,veen people when they land what they have in arder ta create fiiendship with nationals.

When they land their properties they didn't get back what they have given. As far as they

have no\vhere ta complain they keep quiet by folding their arms because when they try ta

expose that they are fiightened ta be expatriated, sa in arder to avoid that they keep their

math closed.

This is illustrated on the case of Sibomana in Marie Thérèse Toyi Weep no!, RejiJgee who has

lent her laptop ta her ne\v fiiend who said that she had an important project ta type.

Since Sibomana had nothing ta do with a laptop in a camp where there was no electricity, she

had willingl)' lent it ta Sada. Remember in the camp they were reminded of the necessity ta

keep relationship with the nationals.

You had ta get as many friends among them as l'ou could because in times of di stress. they

would assist l'ou. they would protect l'ou and they would defend l'ou. The day she lent it out
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eoineided with the end of her friendship in Sada's she was no longer received in Sada's

home. The injunction of Sada's tàther put a final full stop to her claiming of the laptop.

Sada"s f'ather ensures Sibomana in this way: "if l'ou come to harass us the immigration will

have to hear about ie. A case with this couId mean a terrnination of l'our stay and l'ou guess

the nightrnare expulsion represented to a refugee.

Whatever l'ou do in a refugee country is submitted to the failure because when it l'our work is

not stopped in the middle way. yourself l'ou are arrested unjustly and as far as l'ou have

nowhere to complain l'ou keep l'our mouth close and l'ou accept to differ in silent way. This

is illustrated in Marie Thérèse Tol'i's nove! Weep no!. Refilgee where Wache wecheke

watachoka has started to do business after leaving school unjustly Wache wacheke has done

his best in business in order to improve his life and the life of his mother Kigeme but after a

moment the govemment of Nigeria has announced that any Burundian must tum back at

more within 2 hours. Here one may understand what means to pack immediately without

delaying when l'ou are in market, sometimes l'ou take what l'ou could and let other things at

market weather they will be stolen or not it doesn"t concem you; what l'ou want is to have

l'our life neither the time given. Weache wacheke has left the market without anything except

the little money in his poeket. Arriving at home: at the refugee camp he has found the camp

on fire. He didn"t find his Mather because big the time he was escaped. Wache wacheke

watachoka trying to escape he was arrested by the police men. Those policemen stolen his

monel' and one those attempts to kill him but he managed to escape without anything. When

are a refugee j'ou invest l'ou lose and you start again from a scratch point.

Beside this act of stealing the affairs that someone has checked in the refugee camp, when a

refugee is torced to quit the host country in order to regain his native country most of

refugees found their properties left in their native country taken by other people and the later

sometime refuses to quite the others properties peaceful because \\ithin ethnic conflict sorne

of the people engage in this act basing not only on physical traits as the direct cause but they

want to take or to be placed in someone"s properties after he/she exiled in another country.

When the one who is coming trom outside and the one placed in the later properties are not

able to solve the question bernreen them, they cali up on the justice. Sometime the justice can

he favourite to one of them and let the other to lose unjustly.

On the othcr hand if you don"t lose your land l'ou can bc killed by new owncr of l'our land in

order to occupy it ever and forever.
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When l'ou have born in a refugee camp like Wache Wacheke watachoka and you are forced

to return back and by luck of chance you are fatherless, for you it is another case because you

didn't have anl'where to go and sometime most of the children didn't remember their

relatives, for those children it is a big problem for them to live, sorne of them even if they

'>vere stlldents alltomatically they stop studies and go to work in town, those who don't want

to work became thieves and others beggars among those road children without father without

mother. thel' are taken for many bad actions, they employ them in killing by corrupting

them, they use them in wars and most ofthem die there without any burial ceremony. Ifthey

are not killed thel' are introduced in army at their early age, the action which is prohibited by

the international low.

Sometimes between your country and your host country where you take exile, the education

system may be different than another as the consequence of this one may lose the job

becallse he doesn't know this or that, for students it is very difficult to reintegrate their

studies weather in their host country or when they come back, when they come back for

exampk they are bad trcated by the teachers because the}' don't understand weil what the}'

are learning due to difference between the countries in which they have been us students.

For example in Nigeria they study most of the courses in English when a Burundian refugee

goes in Nigeria, it is very difficult for him to study English system as for as here in Burundi

we are in French system, sometimes they need a remedial courses to be introduced in that

system but who is ready to give those remedial courses to that refugees? Even the teachers

who are aware of the difference which is between the systems instead of reintegrating the

students by giving them remedial courses, they are used to insult them that they are stupid,

dul!. which is the way of discouraging students and ant pedagogy method. When the students

come back in their native country being born in the refugee camp and studied there within the

system which lIsed in those countries they suffer the same problem because may be the

languages used in teaching may be different and this causes problems in learning activities.

Beside the leaming difficulties for someone who is coming back from the refugee camp.

there is also a mistreatment to wars those students, those mistreatments are done most of the

time by the teachers or sorne school administrators and this leads students in despair and

sorne of them prefèr to quite schools because they undergo extreme injustice coming either

from the teachers or from the principles ,they do that by accusing them that thel' have guns

that they have been introduced in army movement when they were in a refugee camp.
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Those students become miserable hecause first, in the refugee camp they were boot treated,

returning back in the supposing native country they are going to he bad treated once again but

when we try to think deeply those students are innocent hecause most of them didn't know

the really cause of ethnic conflict that they are differing from. As results thanks to that

mistreatments towards renlgee students weather in exile or in their native country when they

turn back. a great numher of those students prefer to quite school, which is not good hecause

when you quite school due to injustice, you grow with injustice and you will apply it

wherever you will he, the reason why they are repetitive civil war because of a father or a

mother has been chased at school he/she \-vill tell that to his/her children and the children will

!,JTOW up with that bad news inside their heats and sorne of them will hate a ethnic group

which has chased their parents from schooL sometimes they prefer to revenge themselves by

killing the teacher or by stealing what he has,

Returning back in the camp. refugees meet with many consequences for example family

memhers are lost day by day without any information where they are ,who has taken them,

this is also supported by Marie Thérèse Toyi in her travel Weep not, Refuge where Wache

wacheke watachoka tries to give evidence to this disappearance in his words: "year after

ycar .sorne names lost. anybody to answer them in the camp leader 'book you could sel'

sornebody walking this evening and the news you would get the next day would he that the

person had disappeared .somebody would have suspected ~itchcraft, 1 heard that then and

there 'people used to disappear just like that," here someone may ask himself where those

people are taken to? Who is in charge of this action of taking people hidden? Sometime you

may miss an answer to give but what we are told they are not missed.

Here we can imagine how is painful to lose a family memher in refugee camp, where you

don't have means to bury him, may be none to help you hecause you can he in refugee camp

heing two sisters and one brother as a family, sometime in such case people were dying and

none to bury them because they were dying in unknown places and their families while stay

with hope that one day they will meet with their relatives.

Beside this unknown death in the refugee camp even in the way back as far as repatriation

most of the time is done by force many children or parents got missed in the way home.

When a child misses her parents in his way home, maybe he has born in a refugee camp and

doesn't have an) relatives a part from his parents what will be his future')

Or if a woman lost her children heing widow without husband what will he her reaction, her

state of mind towards ethnic conflict. towards the voluntary cause of ethnie conflict? Most
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those children become thieves let their studies in under ta go in tO\\," to seek a simple job in

arder ta survive and the parents who have missed their children got mental problems or hung

themsehes ifthey are not able to stay those temptations.

In the refugee camp prostitution is the primary action because of the poverty which handicaps

many refugees, so in order to survive they make sex with whoever accepts ta give them bread

or sometime because education of young children becomes difficult ta control. Children

between them make sex however they want and whenever they wish. The results of this

uncontrolled sex is the augmentation of illegal children, children from other children and this

leads to extreme poverty. sorne of those new born children die because they miss food,

medical treatments. Many of those your mothers die while delivering because their body

organs are still young to conceive and among them prefer to kill their children by giving them

premature birth because they see that they are unable ta raise them.

Seing a refugee you sufTer many dangers for example if you find one member as your

relative and you prefer ta stay in his house by quitting the difficult life in the refugee camp

sometime one of the family either the woman or the husband may mistreat you because you

are a danger because you are considered as an extra month ta feed as far as you consume

without producing.

Sorne tàmily member when you are in problems they torget the relationship between you and

them if ynu are <1 hoy as a refugee in someone's home, the wife ofthat home may attempt you

by proposing you ta make sex with her. If you refuse, it is the end of your stay or if you

accept. once the husband will be inforrned about the situation he may kill you or exposes you

in justice. if the woman docsn't want to makc sex with you, shc will sec anothcr strategy in

order to kick you out for example by accusing you that you have stolen something in the

house which you are unable ta pay, that time you are obliged ta quite automatically because

to give a lodging to a thief is very difficult. If you are girl it is the same because you can be in

bad communication with the woman and the husband chooses ta stay with her wite by

sanding you out \\hatever relationship you have ben.veen you or the problem may come from

the side of the husband, the husband may be in need of you when you are a girl if you accept

you can be pregnant in order to co\er himself the husband kicks you out. if you refuse also it

is the sorne case. you will be kicked without delaying the refugee with those circumstances

dies in endless mo\ ements without anyone to help.

Even policeman who were supposed ta protect people sometimes they play a bad role by

mistreating people e\ en though sorne of them fulfill they job as weil but they are members of
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defence who misinterpret their job by doing evil to civil members_ for example in Marie

Thérèse Toyïs novel Weep nol, Refugee we see a policeman when refugee were escaping

from the bumt camp who as arrested wache wacheke and mistreat him by beating him and he

has dared to still his money if there was not another policeman with a good heart wache

wacheke were heing killed because the later seeing how wache wacheke watachoka being

heaten and stolen has fèlt pitY to wache wacheke and interferes hetween them and wache

wacheke has run quickly but at his way escaping he has seen that the policeman with good

heart killed.

ln the refugee camp_ refugees are insulted in one way or another hecause they seem to be

defènceless and they have to accept il. In contrary whoever tries to act in his way by

protecting himself will be punished exemplary_ the weight of his mistake most of the time is

not put into account, this abuse is not only done by mature people but al50 by the children

who are nationals. This can he emphasized by a certain student who was studying with

Wache wacheke in wirodi who has given himself the permission of insulting any refugee that

they share the same schoo\.

Wache wacheke by informing this situation in Wirodi, he has mentioned this: "This particular

aftemoon. one of the boys_ Kikwi, was shouting at me: Refugee! Refugee! Refugee! 1 had

wamed them against that name, and 1 had promised to put in soup anybody who would not

want to hear my warning. "Ibey knew my name" Chapter 2:36 in the nove! understudy ~"'eep

no!, Re/ùgee This shows how to he a refugee is harming: to he insulted by whomever

\villingly_ and none could defend you_ is a big problem. It is the discrimination which could

put someone in despair or which could provoke someone, and by result the later could do an

action which could endanger his wife or the life of the one who has offended him. Wache

wacheke as he has promised those students that he will put in thick soup whoever will insult

him by caU him Refugee! He has put into action. He says: ""My cyes tl.lmed red with anger: 1

slapped him on the left cheek. He protected his eyes with both hands, 50, 1 gave him another

slap on the other cheek. 1 think that 1 saw blood, not from his eyes_ but from the nose and the

month.'- (Chapter 2:36) in the nove! understudy Weep no!, RejiJgee.This shows that when you

are dominated by anger you could do bad things, Wache wacheke has heaten his c1assmate

hecause for him to he called Refugee is bad_ and it shocks him very much.

Besides that, Kikwi who was calling Wache wacheke Refugee, he knows his real name but

for harming him_ he calls him Refugee. He does that may be to show to those refugees

students that they are not in their country, which is obviously known by them: to recall it was
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unnecessarily. When you are a refugee student, and when your c1assmates keep on

mistreating you, you feel yourself reduced and you discouraged yourself, as result, you give

up your studies or your performance in c1ass is doubtable. After beating his c1assmate Wache

wacheke has been beaten by his teacher seriously without asking any explanation, and he was

sacked from school arms tied followed by security men, his teacher and almost the whole

class because he has fought with Kikwi who has abused him by calling him refugee instead of

Wache v..'achckc his rcal namc. Kigcmc sccing that, shc has said: "forgivc. 1 am a bcggar!"

(38) in the novel understudy weep nof, Refugee.

This shows that when you are a refugee, most of the time you beg in order to survive,

whether you were rich in your country, as far as you flee without taking an)thing. arriving in

your exile country you become a beggar for your survival otherwise you could die because a

lot of refugee are not employed. whether they have a degree or not, only nationals most of the

time have right to job, at least a non-national receives a job when they are no national who

could compete with him. if the no-national is less skilled or not the later has access to the job

before the former. Even the c1assroom students don't have the same rights, the non nationals

most of the time are mistreated weather in the condition of success or in the way of paying

school fees: when the refugee students who rec1aiming to have the same rights like national,

Mr. Joseph the camp representative says: ", wish you were in mI' shoes. "for )'ou would have

understood how painful it is to lead people who have a strong will to improve their

conditions. but \vho are compelled to silence. because the)' have no country of their own.'·

(Chapter 2:30) in the novel understudy weep not, Refùgee.

This shows that refugees are obliged to keep silence whatever injustice that they face.

because they are not in their own country, only silence is their weapon. Even their

representatives are unable to sol\'e any question because the)' know themselves that they are

not in their own country instead of revolting them, knowing how painful to be expatriated,

they tr) to calm dov..-n those people who feels that they are unjustly treated by giving them

advice. BI' giving advice Mr. Joseph continuing saying this: "we are here just to live, not to

enjoy. We buried life enjoyment in Burundi-- (32) in the novelunderstudy weep not, Refùgee.

This shows that. refugees themselves know how painful are be called refugees, they are

aware of their situation but they are not able to solve any of their problems, because first of

ail they cannot blame the system of their exile country on the reason that, the will of taking
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the departure in that country is coming from their hearts, none has called them to go there, so

they treat them as they feel, secondly they cannot return back because they have fear of being

killed by Burundians of other ethnic group. As results they have to take life as it is offered.

because there is no other possible solution available to them.

Beyond that. even what thel' possess being a refugee can be stolen in one way or another by

nationals, and you are obliged to keep quiet, because when you try to defend them, you are

frightened by those nationals. as far as l'ou don't know where to report this, l'ou keep silence.

To emphasize that we have the case of Sibomana who had obeyed the principle by landing

her laptop to Sada the national. The day she lent it out coincided with the end of her

friendship with Sada, she was no longer received in Sada's home. Trying to get back her

laptop, Sada' s father informs her like this: "If you come back ta harass us, the immigrdtion

will have to hear about it:' (Chapter 2:34) in the novel understudy weep not, RejiJgee. This

shows that a refugee has none to defend him: even though what he redaims is right or not:

what he receives is oppression.

As it has been said pre"iously. beside intellectual harassment. physical harassment. refugees

also undergo sexual harassment, because first the parents are unable to control the education

of their chi Idren who wonder in the road the whole day without occupation. Second the

children themsel"es are unable themselves, because they sleep with their parents in a small

space, and most of them are mature they hear what their parents do, to imitate them becomes

very easy. Beside that due to their poverty, most of the time girls, try to sell themselves in

order ta get what they need by making sex on monel'. Even high personalities are involved in

violating young girls using their money. In the novel of Marie Thérèse Toyi Weep not,

Ref/lf!,ee. we sec a high personality of HCR who has violated girls. and when they are in

meeting. one woman has revealcd the secret like this: "Is not you who have pregnancy to

Nancy? And to Flora? And to Peace? And ta Flavia? Who are l'ou trying to deceive? Just

keep quiet. we know how you, at !cast you, you are more deccnt than monkeys!"

(Chapterl :~3) in the nowl understudy Weep not, Refl,gee

This shows that refugees are not roped only by simple people but also by people who were

supposed to protect them.

This act of violating people during civil war was been also developed by Burundian: Gang

rapes by ruling party youth/Human Rights watch-Mozilla Firefox on Google states that: "ln a

pattern of abuse in many locations and in several provinces, men armed with guns, sticks, or

kni\cs haw raped womcn during attacks on their homes. most often at night.
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"" This sho""s that the crime of raping women during attacks is not only located in the novel

Weep no!, ReflJgee but also it is witnessed by many organization of human rights. From 1972

where Burundi was introduced in ethnic contlict we count many victims of rape and sorne of

them didn 't know who has violatcd them, because this bad act was committed during night.

beside those victims of rape. we haw so many children who are fatherless. Skye wheeler,

women's rights emergencies researcher at human rights watch in the same source above on

Google mentioned before. states that: "Many of thc women have suffered long tcrm physical

and psychological consequenccs."" This is similar to thc case of Kigemc who has bcen rapcd by

Kiroro and sufTered later on physical and psychological consequences, because to have a baby

at the age of fourteen being an orphan is not easy, it demands much energies and it affects

someone' s mind. ft is olwious that in Burundi from 1Q72 till toda) man} women have been

sexually harassed by people who accuse hem to be in opposite political party oftheir own or to

haw opposite ethnic group to their own. This act of violating or roping people has also been

witnessed by https/w",",w hrg.org/news/2016/7/27 Burundi gang rapes-ruling-party-youth on

Googk states that: "one becamc pregnant aftcr a rapc that took place Jess than 24hours before

she arrived at a transit centre. Another who had been raped for the second time since 2015,

while cmssing the border, was not identificd as a rape victim at a transit camp." This shows

the same case of Kigeme in the novel Weep no!. Refugee of Marie ThérèseToyi, the former has

been raped before she arriwd at the transit camp at Mabanu camp in Nigeria. she was raped at

the border of Burundi by the one who has finished to kill her mother and her father, and no one

has identified her as a rape \ictim because in Burundi culture it is difficult to say openly in

public someone that you sleep with for a sexual intercourse, it is prohibited by Burundi

culture. it is a secret.

Being a refugee orphan she was unable to feed herself and her new bom son. In the same

source African arguments org, Bosco tells African Arguments: '"The CNDD-FDD youth

(knows as imbonerakure) started to threaten me and my famity, saying: we killed armed

Tutsis. soon ifs going to be your tUm.""

This goes with the case of Wache wacheke the son of Kigeme in the novel of Marie

ThérèseToyi ff'eep nu!. Refllgee who has been attempted to be killed by his friends in Mabanu

camp in Nigeria. where they were as refugees, only that they accused him to he a Tutsi in the

world of refugec Hutu. and by implication he was taken as a spy by his campmatcs only

because he was a Tutsi in the refugee camp of Hutu.

To emphasize this. we can take the case of Fofori husband of Fofo who had taken by the

people in unifonn and who didn't turn back. It is stated in the novel understudy like this:
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"Fofori had been followed by hefty men in uniform, who said they needed his help in

'something', 'something', that is how they used ta calI anything they did not want to calI a

name. either because it was vogue or because it was too shameful, considering their mission

ta detend people. So, he had followed them ta lend them his hand, and never come back."

5:87 in the novel understudy Weep not, Refugee. This is how people were taken during civil

war or in the refugee camp: unknown people came in one's home to check sorne people

saying that they need him for one reason or another, and at the end of the day you could hear

that he was been killed or you couId wait and wait his retum but in vain.

Jn conclusion, in this chapter we have seen how refugees, when they retum back in their

native country among them find their properties taken by others, those ones who have

occupied refugees properties refuse to quite those properties peacefully. Students coming

back, if they have gotten a chance to study in their exile country, coming back as far as the

systems of education are different. find very difficult to reintegrate in new system. By

implication many among them prefer ta quite schools and become road's children if they

have no parents or they go in to~n in order ta beg or do housework's in arder ta survive.

Beside those cited problems above, being a refugee you are whether killed and die unknown

death. sometime your relatives didn't know it or give you a honest burial or whether you are

employed in army forces at your early age which is against the law, consequently many

among children die there. As we have discussed that many children who bom in a refugee

camp are illegal, when those children try to find their so called father, the later ignore them

completely as we have seen it in the case of Kiroro who has denied Wache wacheke, instead

of accepting him as his children, he attempts to kill him by jailing him many days.

After those consequences that refugees meet with we are going to examine together how we

can find solution to those consequences caused by ethnicity in following chapter.
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CHAPTER III

SOLUTIONS TO ETHNIC CONFLICTS

Trying to introduce this chapter. solution to ethnicity is very difficult because many years ago

even today people. scholars are trying to look after solution but in vain. Here we will try to

look how education may contribute in changing our minds towards ethnicity because the way

in which you are educated influence tirst your life second your society in which you are

living. We will see how interaction between people who li,'e together may contribute in

reducing ethnicity because the social group most of the time influences someone more than

parents education since someone spends much of the time with his generation members. If

your members are extremists automatically you as group member you join them today or

tomorrow if you are not courageous. intelligent. lnter-marriage between different ethnic

hJfOUps many help to reduce ethnie division because the children who will born ITom parents

who haw difIerent ethnic hJfOUP will behave in normal way because they will never imitate

their parents love. children when they have parents with difIerent ethnie groups they will

never be extremely Hutu whereas one oftheir parents is Tutsi and vice-versa.

We have to share what we have because most of the time ethnie division takes place ITom the

poverty: when people forget about the one or exploit them by implication the former ln

order to cover their poverty tend to kill them or to steal the later. In life it is better to put

forward your qualities when you are checking something ITom someone else extend of

putting your appearance. your body traits in order to get something ITom someone who is

intellectual1y able: it is not good to put the shape of your nose in front while checking your

partner whether a girl or a boy because in your future life you will appreciate your partner on

his/her qualities. his appearance most of the time will be in exception. In whatever we do we

have ta be good example because people who observe us will take us as good example will

imitate us in one way or other. So as on educator you have to do good things. not only

educators even outsiders will have to do good things so that the surroundings will take you as

good example and later one imitates Yotl.

ln our everyday job we have to serve the nation equally without any distinction, whoever you

are as representative )iou have to treat people equally by basing on that rights because when

you treat people ditlerently basing on their ethnie group, it is ITom there were the other ethnie

bJfOUP which you mistreat fetches eagerness and tend ta revenge tirst against you as a leader

second to ethnic group.
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We have to he kind in our life by avoiding mistreatment towards others whatever

circumstances they are, but act of charity sounds better than mistreatment to those people in

bad situation. Considering that life is complicated we have to he friend with people without

considering their ethnie group hecause in our life we find ourselves in need of people without

expectations. Knowing that none is perfect, is important to recognize your mistake and ask

for forgiveness hecause when you try to recognize your mistake and for a pardon maybe

tomorrow you will not happy and forgive you. Let us see in detail those attempting solution

together.

Many people change their hehaviour thanks to the people with whom they live together

sometime when the educator is bad, his students tend to have a bad hehaviour because most

of the time they imitate him/her thinking that his /she is a good example and that time the

society will get troubles trom those students but in reality those students are not responsible

for their actions/in order to know why they hehave like that we have to go farther in their

education background. In a given society you will meet with people who hehaves weil also

you have to go deeply in their education you will discover that their hehaviours are

influenced either by their parents or their teachers. So we have to he kind in our life by

avoiding mistreatrnent towards others. To change this we have to take on exarnple of Kigeme,

who has bccn mistreated by hcr unclc's wife. By mistreating hcr shc has given her heavy

work and by insulting her day and night in the presence of his uncle and his unde instead of

helping Kigeme. he has c10sed his ears and his eyes hecause for him two women cannot live

in the sorne house without quarrelling.

We can sec this in the novel of Toyïs Weep nol, Refugee where Wache wacheke says ; "Mrs.

Munuko who had hecome fouI mouthed since our arrivaI, excelled at manufacturing lies

against Kigeme. accusing her of terrible crimes which no host could stand from his guesC

(1: 19-20). This shows that she does n't care about the situation of Kigeme for her, as far as

Kigeme is in bad situation; shc can't bc considered as a relative, shc has to see wherc cise to

live outside her unclc's home. His bchavior has forced Kigeme to retum back in refugee

camp where she can he beaten by hunger and so many problems by leaving her unclc's home

which was rich. She prefers poverty in the refugee camp instead ofher uncle's home bccause

she needs peace ofheart; she prefers poverty than mistreatments done by her unc1e's wire.

In life we have to know that as human heing that the situation that we are living taday may

change at any time, by adapting that, we will have to treat others with honor because we can't

know our case of tomorrow, the way you treat others today will he the same way you will be
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treated tomorrow or after tomorrow. We have to be simple in our everyday life by taking into

account our unknown future condition.

In our everyday life we commit mistakes of many sorts and mistakes are invoidable for

human being but we have to try our best in order to live peacefully with others with whom we

share the same society. the same country etc. How many live together with others peacefully

with unavoidable one may know where he has committed a mistake and how to regulate that

mistake peacefully in order to avoid hurting others. By arranging the mistake one may ask

for pardon to someone that he has offended against. When you ask for a pardon for a given

mÎstake committed you help first yourself and second you help the one l'ou have offended

against because as an offender you feel unhappy towards the one that you have offended l'ven

though there Îs a force which tells l'ou that there is no need for asking a pardon beside that

negative force there is another force which is traumatizing by showing you, how you are

guilty. if by chance this last force wins on the first force which pre\"ents l'ou from asking

pardon at that time the offender couId reduce himself by asking pardon, the offended person

could pardon the offender and they can live peacefully in a given society.

In contrary if the negative force takes the tirst standing why the offended will continue to

look after other ways in order offense more his 50 called enemy and the offended will check

how to revenge himself and those 2 persons will live in the society like cats and dogs. In life

none is sufficient for himself. we need others for our survivaL when l'ou get problems l'ou

need others help.

What is needed is your cooperative by having equal-status roles heing from different groups.

So when you are teaching students of different background or of linguistic diversity you have

to give them the same chance and l'quaI status-roles in order to improve their competence and

performance. Another way ofreducing ethnicity problems, beside education at school and the

behaviour that teachers and principle mal' adopt towards students of different ethnic groups,

there is another education that should he given by the parents by adopting certain hehaviour.

Many children will put in practice what their parents or their teachers have taught them. So. it

is better for teachers and parents to behave decently in front of their children. As for as

children have the minds \vhich are fresh. something which goes in their minds in the early

age will never he most of the time out, by implication we have to fulfil those fresh minds

with good things instead ofbad ones.
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Whatever you feel as offense from your neighbour, your enemy or an)' relative, you needn't

to inform your child, and you try to put way for your child from people who can damage his

mind at his early age. We have a good example of Kigeme in the novel Weep no!, rt'fugee.

who has retained herself by refusing to tell wache wacheke his son who was forcing her with

embarrassing questions, Kigeme by escaping from those embarrassing questions she has

retained herself in front of her son. ln those embarrassing questions, Wache says: "Mummy,

tonight you will tell the truth or 1 will run away from your house. Now what is a Hutu, and

what is a Tutsi':!" chapter 2:56

If a child asks such question, please it is hetter to he wise while answering this question

because when you answer this question with inflections you will be teaching your child

another ksson \\hich )'ou don't know the depth.

When you are confronted to those questions, try to see how you can change the topic or

answer it in the smart way which can not harm the heart of your child or engage him in the

bad action for the future time. Kigeme confronted to such question instead of intorming

directly the ethnic of Wache ~llcheke, the ethnic group which herself doubts about because

she has been raped by kiroro the day of expulsion in wirodi, she has tried to calm down

Wache wacheke. she says: "ls there anybody who told you about them':!" chapter 2:56 yeso it

is good discover who is poisoning your child, because you will see your child smoking,

drinking beer. making sex: it is better to ask him from he has learnt that, in that time you will

know who to act against, or to who you may address in order to cure your child disease or at

least you will know how to prevent your chiId from the group with which he learns bad

behaviour. After. Kigeme has understood that is one of group friend who has said that, she

tries give an answer in the simple way like this: "The Hutus, the Tutsis and the Twas, are the

three ethnic groups of Burundi. But let that not worry you. Leave it to Andrew, if he has a

special interest in il. In our country, and even here in this camp, if you discuss too much

about our three ethnic groups, others may think that you are an extremist, and it may

endanger your life"'(2:57) in the novelundcrstudy. Whcn your child asks you a qucstion, try

to answer him but by answering try to be neutral, don't exploit your answer so much, Kigeme

herself has lost her parents, hers sisters and brothers, she has been impregnated and she has

quitted school: today she is a refugee heggar due to ethnic division which has caused the civil

war: but she has c10sed her month to the question ofhis son who seeks his ethnic group.
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We can imagine if Kigeme would dare to tell to Wache wacheke his ethnic group, may be

wache wacheke would ask who is his father, how her mother has conceived him etc or the

answer given by her mother would have discouraged Wache wacheke, avoiding those

consequences, Kigeme has closely retained from revealing her ethnie group to his only son

because she knows that to tell the young child his ethnic is for less importance. Wache asks

this question to his mother: "Mummy, are you Ilutu or TutsiT (58).1 lis mother has replied to

this question wisely as someone who has been experienced in ethnic group division

consequences. Kigemc answered to the question of his son like this: "My parents never told

me what 1 was. But one thing 1am sure of: 1am a human being" (58) in the novel undcrstudy.

This is the good answer that should be given by a wise parent, we pretend to say that we are

Tutsi or Hutu hecause one of our parent has told us that or our grandmother or our grand

brother has intormed us about that. As solution to ethnicity, we have to avoid such hehaviour

of telling our children our ethnic group because there is no importance that they could

withdraw from knowing their ethnie group except the tear that they will have hehind the one

that they ~hile j udge as a member of the opposite ethnic group from theirs. When you are a

policeman or any people who is possession of a gun from army and you are chosen to protect

people. you have to fulfil your job without any distinction because you are there to stand for

peace, not to he on the side of one ethnie by oppressing the othec If this is the case the

oppressed ethnie group wil1 take the departure in the forest in order to build their army in

order to fight against the existing army whieh is the oppressor of their memhers in the

country and that \vill lead to endless civil war. To emphasize this, we refer to two policemen

who have stopped Whaehe whacheke and kibwa when Burundians refugees were expelled

from their refugee camp in order to return in Burundi. while arresting them one policeman

says: "He is a brothcr of those irresponsiblc Burundians who assoiled our diplomats in

Burundi:"

This speech is improper for an army memher, also it is improper to he told to Wache wacheke

the young boy. who was born in the refugee camp. who has no father, no unc1e nothing

except his poor mother this word increase his melancholy. This policeman has said that after

stealing his money. when \Vache wacheke trying to reclaim his money that policeman says:

"Did you say that this money is yours? Ha!ha!ha! Did you come with any money when you

entered Wirodi0 May he you have forgotten the abysmal poverty you come with. naked and

begging along highways. And now, look at you claiming ownership of sorne money which

you did not bring. Come and kneel dO\\TI there" (115-116).
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This behaviour of policeman who steals money trom people should be abolished in order to

leave in peace!

Wherever civil war was, the army force has been used to oppress one ethnic group or the

other or they have been used in stealing their affairs, why not violating girls trom other ethnic

group. So to reduce ethnicity, army force should fight against every people without any

distinction, and they should respect the regulations which govern the army force. If they find

one policeman or a soldier stealing, violating or mistreating people, the later should be

punished sufficiently in order to eradicate that behaviour which reduces army force which is

supposed to be neutral to ethnic division. In the normal way the army force should stand

between people like a judge or a parent between his children, when every people believe in

army force, no civil war would be possible because whoever will think to take a machete or a

gun will be disappointed at his beginning, but the one to begin is the one who is supported by

the army force.

When people ofevery corners are united with army force, there is hope of peace because they

collaborate without fear and without hiding anything, if one people saw an enemy he is going

to show the policeman where that enemy is hidden, but when there is no collaboration

between army force and people, wherever people see an enemy, they try to hide him by

showing him strategies to take in order to kill people trom another ethnic group, or how to

fight against the existing army. So, army should be believed by people in order to have peace

in a given country, to achieve that, the army force should be neutral to ethnic division matters

by protecting everyone who begins the civil war.

Another solution to ethnicity after the behaviour of educators, principles, parents towards

their children and the army force behaviour. Let us see the role played by the goveroors,

when you are a goveroor, you have to govern to every people; the one who have elected you

and who havcn't bccausc you don't know who havc clcctcd you and who havcn 't. Thcrc is no

need for making judgment between people, when you are a governor because the more you

make judgment between people that you represent the more people hate each other.

In that case you will be the first to begin the civil war which will cause people to flee a broad,

and will be refugees. may be in refugee camp those refugees may form rebel movement to

fight against you, and the country will be in endless civil war due to a given bad goveroor,

instead of standing in the middle of the people in order to listen their problems and resolve

them. past much ofhis time teaching division between people.
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,~s results. if the people are not wise they will follow those pieces of advice blindly without

asking any question as gospel news from the bible. Those govemors after doing so, they take

plane to go abroad to hide themselves or the)' stay in the country supporting their party

members and by taking aside others or by considering as the rebel the ones who are opposed

to them. To emphasize this let us take an example from the novel of Marie ThérèseToyiweel'

nol, refuy,ee. A BBC correspondent had once told a Burundian joumalist, whom he met at a

UN conference which they were conversing.

He said: "'Look at these pictures! Dying men,women, and children. How can walking bundles

pr bores attack yom country ~.. Chapter 2:50. It is a shame when an outsider feels pit)' to

somebody who belongs to your country before you, it means that you are careless, or you

lack charity. The answer giwn by the Burundian joumalist was terrible for a joumalist who is

supposing to speak for early people without a distinction. Ile says this: 'There are things

which you cannot understand. because )'ou are a stronger to our politics. If they "....ere not

guilty of one crime or another, or if they were not preparing an attack, why would they stay

outside their country. where they had ail the possibilities to be happy? What joy do they driYe

in staying in forei!:,'ll land, in object poverty, wiping big men's shoes to survive, when in thcir

country th\.'y \Vcrt' mt'n of rcsp\.~ct? What do thc)' accuse tht~msclves of?"

This answer is given by a joumalist, trying to analyze it, you will discover that he is speaking

in the shoes of the govemment. but none ignore that you flee when you have problem. you

want to save your life from the civil war. For the joumalist, it is absurd to hear why they

don't t'orne bat'k in th\.'ir native t'ountry, th\.' question that should asked is this: "arc therc

without a serious cause, that cause has it finishedT

It better to tackle on the real cause in order to find a solution to that cause. it is not good to

ignore what is rcal observable. something what every people knows, don't paint things in

yello\\' while they are black. and it is better to understand others in troubles. because today

are them, tomorrow it will be your tum. Remember Wache wacheke has attempted to come in

Bunmdi in search of his unde Kadogo, and to discover his grandparents land: he has been

mistreated. till he has been jailed being in Burundi being accused to be a spy from wirodi, but

this time the joumalist tries to ignore this case by saying that they can come in Burundi

because there is no reason for staying in wirodi, yet there is reason. Beside the integrity of the

gOYemors. the interaction between people with different ethnic group can be taken as solution

to ethnicity, because as far as you internct with people by sharing what you have may teach

someone to analyze people and discO\er that there is no ethnic b'TOUP which is c1ear totally



56

and there is no ethnic group which is bad totally, but an individual on his side could be clear

or bad depending up on his action, depending up on his education and depending up on his

background etc. When you help a victim of ethnic division you are like someone who is

healing him hecause in his way of thinking, he sees everything in black, but in contrary he

meets someone with good charity who can care about him, the fonner will change step by

step his mind, and his way of thinking, also his way of perceiving things and he will try to he

friend with people ofevery ethnic group.

ln contrast, when someone is a victim of ethnic division and whoever he meets mistreat him,

automatically he "",11 conclude that everybody are bad, if possible he will develop mechanics

of revenge, it is good to approach those people who are victims of ethnic division, hecause it

is the only way of reducing their angriness. To strengthen this, we can see in the novel of

Marie Thérèse ToyiWeep nol, Refugee, two people who have helped Wache wacheke, and

who have contributed to change his mind and his economic state, thanks to their charity

given. First we have Kawaida who has accepted to keep Wache wacheke's goods till he will

he back in wirodi. when ail refugees were recommended to puck immediately. This act helps

wache wacheke mentally, hecause whatever he does, he was thinking about Kawaida who is

in possession of his things, also even though other citizen in "",rodi were against refugees,

Wache wacheke has seen that at least there is someone who is good to him.

Wache wacheke says that: '". heard him say lauder the only comforting words which J needed

at that moment" (114). This shows that Wache wacheke was in bad mood hecause his affairs

were going to he lost, considering how he has managed to have them it was a great lost, but

Kawaida shows his charity by saying a comforting word, the comforting word was: "After ail

this tunnoiL you are free to come back and stay with me. 1 will sell your goods and save the

money until you come back" (114). Kawaida was an important figure to comfort Wache

wacheke in troubles, he has accepted lodging, after the tunnoil and to sen his goods and save

the money until he cornes back, this action is a brother action, it cannot he offered by anyone,

through this he has confinned the existing friendship hetween him and Wache wacheke. Aiso

in the novel, there is another person, who by analyzing the state of Wache wacheke has

offered Wache wacheke an amount of money which has helped Wache wacheke to grow in

business. He has offered that amount ofmoney after heing carried his bag only. We can see

that when Wache wacheke says in the novel Weep nol, ref/lgee: '"{ \Vas after wasting my

precious time that one tourist counted six notes of five hundred each, and put in them into my

hand'" (Chapter 7: 160)



57

The money he gave him was Euros. Wache wacheke says in the same novel: "1 ran to the

black markct. Eight hundrcd thousand shilling: that is what 1 was in possession of1" With this

money wache \vacheke has done a business, and he has hecome a f:,Jfeat business man; he has

said good bye to begging in the road. Even the ones who have ignored him like his father,

Loretta. etc came in to he friend with him hecause they see that he is becoming someone.

Wache wacheke using his money from that business, he has been able to receive his mother

from airpol1 coming from Madagascar where she has fled after being expatriated by force in

Wirodi in Nigeria in their refugee camp. This way of reducing ethnicity has also been stated

by strategies for rcdudng radai and ethniç prejudin.' on Google. It states tha!: "Strategies

should seek to influence the hehaviour of individuals, including their motivation and

capability to influence others and not he limited to efforts to increase knowledge and

awarcncss:' Wc should influence the behaviour of others by doing good charity to them by

shO\ving good example. by oflering things, by charting \\.:ith them and by understanding them

bcing in probkm' s situation.

The solution to ethnicity may take place in the classroom because as it is known, teachers are

the mirrors of the students, when you are a favourite teacher to one ethnie group by

oppressing other ethnic group at that time you are increasing ethnic division consequences in

your c1ass. When you are educating students, you based only on their competence and

performance. Vou don't have any right to mistreat students because of their ethnie group or

by basing on their lack of intelligence hecause, on the side of ethnie group a teacher is a

principal has to he neutral and teach charity and peace in his class, the teacher has to show to

the students ho\\ to he a good example in evef)1hing that they do, in order to achieve this

objective, the teacher or the principle himself has to be first of ail a good example in what he

does so that the students may imitate him. ln contrast, when \ve consider how \Vache

wachekc has bcen mistreatcd by this tcacher calling him: "A stakc" by his tcchnology teacher

"cmpty set" by his mathcmatiçs tcacher those insults are not good for a qualified teacher, if a

student is not intelligent is up to the teacher to do his best in order to teach him till he

understand. By insulting student you cannot raise his knowledge but you can arise it with

remedial teaching.

When you insult your student most orthe time his knowledge decreases instead of increasing.

To support this. strategies for reducing an ethnie prejudice: Essential principles for program

designlteaching tolerance-diversity. equality and justice-Mozilla fire fox on Google:
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In this Magazine the tirst princip1e is: "strategies should address both institutional and

individual sources of prejudice and discrimination in the contexts and situations in which the

participants in the prograrn or activity leam, work, and live"' in this princip1e.

ln this magazine we find another principle which states that "sources of prejudice and

discrimination are often rooted in particular, historical and social contexts, and are shaped by

institutional structures and practices. Seeking to change individuals without dealing with

these influences, or without engaging the specific issues that shape intergroup relation, \s

often future.

This shows that before we decolonize our minds we have to decolonize our institution in

which we are living, in which we are working because those institutions affect our way of

living, our way thinking our way of behaving. By the way of exarnple, when you have been

taught in a given school where ethnicity were applied, for you as student or a representative

of a given association to escape from ethnicity application in your restitution \\ill be the

greatest chance because in your mind, in your blood only ethnic division in there.

So. first we have to change our institution. By teaching peace, cooperation, collaboration,

cooperative and competitive, to emphasize this, in the novel of Marie Thérèse Toyi Weep not,

Refugee Wache wacheke has been expelled unjustly from school for simple accusation done

by the principle accusing him that he has pistol. Wache wacheke tells that: "My case was

graver than others: he called me a criminal. He had heard that 1 had a pistol. He only needed

to prove it, and then he would get rid of me the way they get rid of banana peels. When you

are acting like that being a principle, it is not good, because after any suspicion you need to

make a quiet investigation, in order to discover the pure truth. Instead ofmaking investigation

the principle manages to give proof to his machinations towards Wache wacheke by calling

the policeman carrying pistol in their poeket, and after a l'aise investigation they can conclude

that the pistol belongs to whoever Wache wacheke. But Jesus \\ilI never miss opportunity to

defend the defenceless people: it was very difficult to prove that the pistol that they find

under wache wacheke's bed belongs to wache wacheke. We can see that how wache wacheke

tells that: "The policeman glared at his machine in a manner which seemed to he begging the

pistol to cry his shame.

He said in a voice as dying as forest fire in a flood: "1 think that this is my pistoI. But Wache

too has his ... "' This shows that, when you attempt to accuse sorne people something, which

you lack evident proof. you \\ill end being described as a liar, this time policeman, as he sees
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that ewry people has seen him with pistol and convince him that the pistol is his. he accepts

that the pisto! belongs to him.

Remember. ail those false accusations were organized by the school representative in order to

find sufficient proof in order to sack wache wacheke from his school.

This behavior is not appropriate to a school representati\'e towards his students. When you

represent people. you are likc thcir parent. you don't want to act in manncr which gives

ad\antages to one group only. you put very people in equal statues. you treat people equaIly.

and you avoid playing injustice to them. You represent them without considering their ethnic

btfouP. their religion. their political party. their sex and their origins: you base only on

organization right. This means that, when someone cornets a mistake, you punish him

according to the law that gO\erns that organization, in contrast if someone performs weIl in

your organization you reword him according to the law also, you don't need to rclay on your

emotions. you only exploit the la\\' to punish, or to compliment your workers or your

students.

But. in wirodi where Burundian's refugees were, at school they were treat ditlèTently from

the native students. none cannot ignore that education cannot ignore anyone when the later is

intellectuaily able. In Wirodi. the way refugees pay their school fees. the way they get their

certificate and the way the conditions of succeeding were organized were different. We can

see in the nO\el of Marie Thérèse Toyi, Weep nol, Refil[!,f:c. were wache wacheke was telling

about this. he says: uA school fee of a non-national was always higher than others; 1 also

realized that the conditions to get the primary school eertifieate were not the same for ail

students. The percentage of a non-national had to be about five per cent higher than others.

Consequentl) while nationals got their primary-six without repeating the c1ass. until we

reached the required percentage, which varied yearly" (28). Those conditions are very far

from finding solution to ethnicity and racial problems. We have to treat people equally,

giving the same rights and possibilities in order to let them deal with life conditions. It is

absurd to giw ad\antages to one b'TOUP of students at the expend of another group of students

sharing the same c1ass. Students in the same c1ass should work under the same conditions

because they undergo the same disciplines in the same condition by implication the condition

of succcss should be the same.
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Another scenario. which is against that principle of reducing racial and ethnie conflicts.

When those refugees retum back in Burundi, they were studying in an Anglophone

conditions, which ail courses were in English, retuming back in Burundi where French is

dominant in most of the courses are given, for someone to adopt will take time. But, most of

the time instead of understanding those students, they victimize them, as results many among

prefer to quite school, and became road's children.

The government and the Minster of Education could take such case as special are because

those children who coming back from their refugee camp, were bom in those refugee camps,

they knew only the language of the country in which they have bom. With this case the

govemment in collaboration with the Ministry of Education could organize lessons to

integrate those students in ne\\' system. In spite of organizing remedial teaching sorne

principle and teachers they mistreat those students as if they are stupid, whereas they are not

but the only course of their failure is the difference based on systems. The gap between the

systems of education should be fulfilled by integration lessons or remedial lessons given at

school by the teachers. To emphasize this case when he refugee students retum back in

Burundi from Nigeria in which most of the courses are given in English, arriving in Burundi

where most of courses are given in French, those students have been mistreated by the

principle, by the teachers and their c1assmates as we can see it in the novel of Marie-Thérèse

ToyiWeep no/. Rejllgee. We can see that when Wache wacheke was describing how they

have been received: the principle by receiving he asks them sorne French questions and they

keep quiet, and ask them: "00 you want to tell that you don't speak French? Or you are just

displaying your arrogancc!" Chapter 6: 132.

ln the same novel the principle continue to mistreat those refugees coming from wirodi in

Nigeria. When Wache wacheke was handing to the refectory, the principle was saying this: "1

was planning to dismiss those empty-brain students, who were in school to eat the ration of

good ones" (142). This speech cannot be pronounced by the principle because he knows the

problem that students encountered instead of resolving it or it reporting it to high stage of the

education in order to find an ever lasting solution; he is qualifying those students however he

wants. In the \Vay of reducing racial and ethnic prejudices the forth principle on Google,

states that "strategies should include participants who renect the racial, ethnic and linguistic

diversity of the context and should be structured in such a way as to ensure cooperative,

equal-statues roles for persons from different groups." Linguistic diversity, racial and ethnic

diversity are tolerated when you are in c\ass.
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We ha\e to li\e in hannony by helping one on other, if a mistake is committed, directly

without delaying we have to ask for a pardon. We have to reduce ourseIves by recobrnizing

our mistakes and by implication we have to ask pardon. This is shown where Kiroro, Loretta

after having where wache wacheke was, they have been escorted by his family members go at

wache wacheke in arder ta ask pardon to Wache wacheke because they ha\e realized that

they have otlended him by mistreating him unjustly. In the novel weep not, refugee we see

Kiroro rec1aiming Wache wacheke so his child. He says in his words: "Wachc wacheke

watachoka. you are my son. Forgive me tor my past misdeeds" (167). This shows that he is

asking pardon for rejecting Wache wacheke and his mistreating him in the jail; he wants to

reunite with him as a tàther and child. Loretta cornes at Wache wacheke's home in order to

ask for a pardon becausc she has rejected Wache wacheke by accusing him to be a Hutu.

ln novel Weep nof, Re./ilgee we see Loretta explaining herself in those words: "You! You!

You! You hid your identity that time you visited me. And look at me now! Oh, 1 lo\e you

more than ever berore!"" 7: 168. This shows even though she still relaying on ethnie division,

she feels SOITY for having rejected Wache wacheke and she wants a pardon form wache

wacheke because she recognizes that what she has done has wounded wache wacheke in one

very or another. We have to relay or pardon when we come to mistakes forgÎveness is only

one way which can permit people to live in a peacefully way.

The last way to take in order to find solution to ethnicity is to forgive. We have to know that

in cwryday that we have to be offended or we offense others in one way or another the

strength of a human being is to dominate his anger because when you dominate your

angriness you are called a good man and you are stronger and you are someone to befriend

with and many times you are chosen to read others because you are able to control yourself

before controlling others behaviour,it is very difficult to understand others behaviour when

you are unable ta undermined your behavior. Experiences that someone goes through unable

him to be a good man or a bad one. The experiences in which someone pauses through permit

him ta distinguish good from bad and this judgment ability permits someone to develop the

ability of torgiving sorne of the mistakes committed towards him. As we have seen, the one

who asks pardon teels will also the one who forgives teels weil because when you torgive

sorneone tor his mistake committed you tee! like someone who puts a dO\\TI heavy bag which

was one his head.
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One the other hand when you refuse to forgive someone who is asking a pardon you double

you pain inside your body and in that way you are complicating things because you will

continue to he damaged and at the end of the day you \\-;ll he engaged in bad activities which

will even hurt you more than before. We have to reflect one ourselves the others mistakes or

problems in order to feel the pain or the pity in that way we will understand how it is painful

to he in this or that condition but most of the time we accuse others to he bad and we forget

or we put or side our deeds. In the novel of Marie Therese we see how Wache wacheke has

forgiven his father Kiroro who has denied him as his child.

Wache wachckc says in his words: "Therc is no problem v.ith me ... but, you need to

introduce me to your family, so that 1 know that they have accepted me:This shows that

wache \\acheke is aware ofhis father's mistake and he is ready to forgive him and he doesn't

see any importance that he could receive by refusing to forgive his father.

He forgives his father in order to be reunited with him ever and forever because he has seen

how painful to he child without father. He apologized also Loretta who has rejected him by

accusing to he a Hutu only. In the nowl weep not refugee we see Wache wacheke dressing to

Loretta in the words: --If you keep judging people on absurd ethnic considerations, you are

yet to make grater mistakes'-' He says this in order to forgivc Loretta also in order to give her

a future lesson. He wants to show Loretta that there is no henefit by judging people on their

physical appearance. It is more important to judge someone on his capacity, capability,

competence and performance. To conclude with this chapter, the tentative solution to

ethnicity can he achiewd when education given by parents and sometime by teachers \S

equilibrated in one way or another hecause education is the foundation of human hehavior

and it determines at certain extend our future life. Here educators can pay much attention

while educating their children. Beside education cornes interaction, when we are making

comersation with sorneone we have to know what to say and what not to say. When talking

with sorneone there are things that we resolve ourselves to say one to the effects that they can

cause to the hearer. You try to limit your words in order to avoid harming s towards your

listener. Aiso intermarriage can contribute to ethnicity solving because people will feel

unique, no hatred will he there. When you forbid your son or your daughter to marry

someone that she or he loves basing on his Iher ethnic group, your daughter or your son as for

as he/she respects you, shelhe will as you say the hatred towards other ethnic group will grow

quickly inside him and her.

They implication the education that heJshe \\-ill gi,"e their children y,.ill he moch dame of the

education they haw receiwd and this will he repeated from the generation to another.
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Another way to solve ethnicity problems is to share as far as none is sufficient for himself, we

need to share what we have, someone who is rich can help the pOOl" in one way or in another

at that time those two persons will he linked, no one will hate another because most of the

time poverty is the primary source of ethnicity because when you are happy, you can be

exploited in many sides and in many times the way YOll think is a little bit bad. The next way

to solve the ethnicity is to judge people thank the il" qualities. When you are giving job, when

you are choosing partner, whcn you are teaching it is advisabJc to put forwards somconc's

qualities instead of his physical appearance because what the society needs is qualities not

trait of someone but when you will choose someone based on his physical appearance, on

other b'TOUP which is not chosen will revoit against you. Aiso in whatever you do try to be a

good example in that \\ay people who are obsen"ing you will have courage to imitate you and

the society will grow better and better, in contrary when you act badly as a leader, as chief,

your people will imitate you and sorne people who are intelligent will hate you due to your

act.

The next point \\hich can help in ethnicity solving is to sene the people equally when you

are a representative, you have to treat your people equally basing on the how which govem

the job that the) exercise. If someone commit a misstate you have to punish himlher

accordingly without analyzing his Iher ethnic group, his/her region or hislher origin. When

you are graduating your worker as a chief. you have to take into account their competence

and performance only. The next point to exploit in order to avoid ethnicity is to be kind to

ewryone by avoiding mistreatments towards others when mistreat your followers at that time

you are increasing hatred because most of the time people who mistreat others can base in

many things ethnicity increased. When you mistreat people, sometime they revoit themselves

against you, against your family, your ethnic group as weil. The next but not the last point to

recognize in order to a\oid ethnicity problem is to ask pardon. none is perfect and misstates

are in avoidable as human being, so the one way arrange is to recognize where you have

committed a misstate and ask for a pardon to someone that you have offended against

because when you ask for a pardon. tirst you feel happy as on offender also the offended will

be happy because he will see that the one who has offended him recobJflizes his mistake.

The last not the last is to be able to forgive. When someone asks for a pardon it is better to

forgiw him because may be you too you have committed a mistake to someone else and you

have been torgiven by that one. To torgive and to ask pardon are 2 ways to strengthen

fiiendship and personality.
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Next tentative solution to ethnicity, we will have to treat the work in whole in the general

conclusion where we will be concluding the whole work from the cause ofethnicity till to the

tentative solution. The general conclusion will show how the ethnicity opens, its

consequences and how we can find solutions in order to put at the end the problems caused

byethnicity.

A woonor, Kofi, This Earth, My Brother. .. states that: "There is an invitation to participate in

the festival of the senses. 1 think if we go back to the festival of the senses, our destruction of

things and people will cease. (22). A woonor was preoccupied by the future of Africa, and

that he was afraid of the images that he had of the future. This also has been emphasized by

the protagonist of the Novel understudy Weep not, Re.tùgee, Wache wacheke when he was

with Loretta, and his father coming to ask for a pardon to Wache wacheke, he has reminded

Loretta the one who has refused him, hecause she has accused him to he a Hutu, and at that

end of the day they cut off their relationship. Beyond that Loretta has planned calI in the

police in order to arrest Wache wacheke. Wache wacheke in remembrance of what Loretta

has done, he says this: "If you kccp judging people on absurd ethnic consideration, you are

yet to make greater mistakes" (168).

This shows that, there is no need to judge people on their physical traits, because physical

traits are nothing by taking into account what sorne people needs for his survival, from what

we know, we love someone thanks to his capacity, what he is able to fulfil as works, his

performance and competence. Wache wacheke asks a question to Loretta when Loretta was

reclaiming his ethnic group. He asks this: "Sweet heart, tell me. Will a nose buy food for

you? Will it run a shop for you?" The physical traits play a small importance in one's life,

because however you are beautiful, longest, that nose or pointed nose you cannot eat your

nose, you cannot be recruited, because you are beautiful!

As far as solution to ethnicity, we have to put aside our physical traits because are nothing in

one's life. lnstead of putting our physical traits in front, we have to put in front our capacity,

our competence and performance in order to build our country without any exceptionJt is

said that in The Black Mind:

"Amamu came back home from England and finds that the Africa he once knew has

drastically changed, he wants to get back in the Africa he used to know" (131).

After independence. black people wanted to reaffirm their culture and their identity derogated

and nearly destroyed by westemization, slavery and colonialism.
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After sla\ery and colonialism, Afiicans had to look for alternative methods reflmding and re­

situating themselves. This passage strengthened the novel understudy, Weep nol, Refilgee in

so far as Amamu and Wache wacheke can be put on the same balance even though Wache

wacheke has not died at the end of the novel, they are similar in the sense that they are in

search of their identity: Amamu was searching his identity in the country which was

dominated by the ideas of colonists and Wache wacheke was searching his identity between

Burundians who were mistreating him by accusing to be a Hutu for one group, and to be a

Tutsi for another: the courageous boy Wache wacheke decides to quite wirodi his refugee

camp in Nigeria in order to visit Burundi with one perspective of discowring his

grandfather's land, and to find his lost uncle kadogo. Arriving in Burundi, he has been

disappointed oy h0\\ peaceful and sociable people in Burundi are, he says: "ft is quite

impossible to share with you the joy 1 had to be in my country to what 1 had been told in the

camp, my country men \\ere so sociable and gentle to me, regardless of my religion of origin,

my ethnic group or my economic background." (5:93) in the nove! of Marie Thérèse Toyi

Weep 1701. Re./llgee. This shows that in order to reduce ethnicity, refugees should come back

in order to ensure themselves with their own eyes, if what they think on Burundi is

automatically relevant or similar to what the)' see. When you are abroad you may hear man)'

stories, but among those stories, they are sorne of them which can be lies, so it is better for

refugees to make their OW11 investigation in order to be aware of the pure reality, if possible

they have to come back in Burundi in order to see with their real eyes what is passing in

Burundi so that the)' may decide to stay in Exile or to come back inHard Times.

There is a philosophy which was prudent by Jeremy Bentham in the nine teeth century.

According to this philosophy, an action is good if it helps to bring about the greatest

happiness of the bJTeatest number. This shows that if the philosophy is not there to bring

change from bad to good for a greatest number of people, is nothing. Most of the time ethnic

division is rrom a group of people who wants to withdraw their own interest at the expend of

others. by doing so, the)' play their manoeU\Tes by revolting one side of ethnic group against

the other. In the novel of Marie Thérèse Toyi Weep nol, Refugee, we see the principle who

"as mistreating the stlldents becallse they don't know French: whereas those students were

coming from in the country where ail courses were in English.

Wache wacheke says in the no\C1 I-J'eep nol. Refugee: "In the nex'! week-end general meeting,

the sardonic principal reminded us of the obligation to speak French" (43). This philosophy is

not good il sholiid oc abolished, Occallsc it docsn 't takc into accollnt the interest of a great

number of students.
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If you have students of multilinguallet them express themselves in their favorite language, or

give them remedial courses which could pennit them to communicate in the official language

easily.

Wache wacheke accepts to aJX>logize his father despite many problems in which he has

passed, which can he attached to his father misbehaves; first his father kills his ail

grandfathers and this made his mother Kigeme to he orphan, heing orphan she has been

unable to continue her studies, she has fled in wirodi where her refugee camp were located. In

wirodi being young at the age of fourteen, she was unable to resJX>nd to ail her needs as result

she was used to heg in the road in order to get what she can eat beside this act of killing his

mother's parents, Kiroro himself. the so called father of Wache wacheke has impregnated

Kigeme the young girl, she has fled in wirodi with Wache wacheke in her fresh womb, she

has suflèred so much this new bom whose name is Wache wacheke. But, whatever Kiroro his

father has done, Wache wacheke has dominated ail those, and he has reunited ""ith him his

father. African arguments org/20151l1l06 what lies at the core of Burundi crisis/states that:

"At the core of the crisis lies the contested political Icgitimacy of the government and its use

of repression our dialogue to deal with discontent." This shows that nothing can regulate the

misunderstanding bern'een 2 groups or 2people in quarrel except the way of dialogue, when

you are in conversation you discover where you have failed, and this will help you to avoid

such mistake again or you will ask for a pardon.

Before the dialogue persons or groups take time in order to reflect on their errors, at the end

of the day the)' discover that, they need to sit together in order to tackle on their problems, the

reason why Loretta and Kiroro Wache wacheke's father after analyzing that they have highly

hanned Wache wacheke unjustly, they have judged weil to come to see him at his home in

order to ask pardon, none is perfect, we cornet mistakes every time; therefore we need to

recognize them and ask for a pardon, and aJX>logize the one who has offended you because

you to, you have been forgiven by the others that you have offended.

When you are able to ask for a pardon as an offender, and when you are able to forgive when

you are an offended, that is the way to live in harmony and in peaceful way without the

consequences of ethnicity. Wache wacheke has been a prominent figure in peace making

because he has forgiven ail people who have been the cause of his fonner bad life which has

attempted to take him in the blTOve.

Whcn he has already apologized Loretta he has said this: "If you keep judging people on

absurd ethnic considerations, you are yet to make grater mistakes.
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.. Il is better ta forgive people when they have ofTended you. But. it is more greater when you

give them a lesson for future time, because within that lesson, wherever someone will be, he

will be in remembrance of that verbal lcsson that you have given. with this lesson even

though she has been forgiven. whoever she will be, she will remember that is not good to

judge people on their ethnie group.

Dialogue as solution to ethnicity: after asking for pardon, and forgiving who have committed

crime. the 2groups feel satisfied: weather Wachewacheke fcels fine because informer time he

was considered as fatherless but this time he will be reunited with his father and his mother,

and his father will be with his son. for Loretta, wherever she \vill be. she \vill remember that

to judge people on their ethnic group is not good, and wherever they will meet with Wache

wacheke the)' wi Il be as former fiiends. and they will collaborate without no problem because

there is no burial between them this time. To adjust this example, in the novel Weep

nOI,Refuxee. we see that Wache wacheke watachoka was growing weil in business, for him to

have graduated woman who can help him to rearrange his goods is sounding much better, but

as far as his love is the unconditional one. he prefers to malTY Zubeda. the poor and illiterate

girl because she loves her with ail his heart.

We can see that in Wache \\3chckc's words: "1 ",as in a rcstaurant with my fiancée Zubcda

when my GSM rang." Chapter 7: 164. He says this in order how that he was not in need of

Munuko's wifè junior sister. This line shows that he is in satisfaction \\ ith Zubeda. This

behavior is little bit influenced by the way in which Wache wacheke has been mistreated by

the girls who \,ere considered to be literate. ,vith that reason. he doesn't want again to be in

the same troubles caused by Loretta and Clarissa who have mistreated him only that they

have accused him to be a Hutu. Whenever you will judge people on their physical appearance

on their behaves. sooner or later you will be disappointed in one way or another because your

analyzation is not fair good. ta show this, we take Loretta who has rejected Wache wacheke

that he is Hutu. whereas she is a Hutu. we see how she was when she came to ask a pardon to

Wache wacheke. Wache wacheke calied Loretta after analyzing her state: "Lorclla! Lorclla!

Was this person Loretta or somebody else? Who was this thin woman. with red eyes and

pimples ail ov~r her body. ",ho lookcd like an AIDS patient?" This shows that Lorella was

living in bad conditions and by implication she is thin with pimples ail over her body, who

looked like a AlOS patient. Could we say that Loretta has made a good choice. when analyse

how \Vache wachekc describes her?
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This time Loretta is with a Tutsi husband with a pointed nose, could she eat the nose that she

has opted to? Impossible, however you are beautiful they cannot eat you, and you cannot feel

happy when your stomach is empty considering anyone you are together, his/her body traits

cannot feed you. In order to reduce ethnicity problems, as we don't know the ethnie group of

Adam and Eve from who we are emanated (coming from), we have to accept whoewr cornes

to check our hand love only by putting for word his/her qualities, we have to adopt an

unconditional love because it has many advantages than disadvantages because what we

check in marriage or any other relation is not based on physical traits or in richness but which

is beyond our eyes analysis, which is connected with heart, with our understanding, with our

minds. As we have seen previously the most and the greatest medicament of ethnicity

problems is to give priority to dialogue, without dialogue you cannot discover the source of

misunderstanding, in that time the otfender and otfended none will feel his body deeds.

ln the way of example, if Wache wacheke has refused to hear or listen his father, he would

not have not understood that his father also has recognized his mistakes also his father with

fcar of what he has donc to Wache wacheke he would not understand that Wachewacheke has

been hanned by his decds, but with dialogue, they have converged on one's mistake, by

implication his fàther has recognized his bad deeds and he has reduced himself in order to ask

for a pardon. We can see that by analyzing the position which takes in order to demand the

pardon, Wache wachckc says: "1 stood up and went to wash my hands. When 1cntered back

by room, he was still kneeling on my carpet, and he was crying through the nose "My son

have you forgi\en mc'!" This shows lhat lhrough lhc conversation that have made between

them, his father has discovered his mistake, and he has accepted to reduce himself in front of

his child asking pardon being on knees. AI50 Wache wacheke after long conversation and

seeing how his father recognized weil, how he has offended him and his mother, he has

accepled lo forgive his father on condilion: "There is no problem with me. 1 ha1iC sufTered ail

kinds of rejections, but 1 have not died. lnstead, 1 think that the experience made me stronger

and wiser. But, you need to introduee me to your family; 50 that 1 know that they have

accepted me" (167).

Because when you are a girl, and you are about to be married; what you seek first is 5Omeone

with whom you can live peacefully, without quarrel, it is very bad to see a couple who every

day is in quarre}, this behavior gives a bad look to those people in marriage, as result it

reduces them in one \Vay or another.
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For example a husband who beats his wife every day without tangible reason, is not respected

by others because he is considered as someone who is not seriaus. Secondly when you beat

your wife, it ma) happen that you may break her arm or her leg and this will cast you money

and time ta nurse her, in that way the famity means will be consumed for useless things

caused by )'ou, instead of breaking her you may kilt her because when you are in fight you

don't know how things will be, sa when you kill her, they will take you in prison for ail your

life. in that time your children will sutTer from your action, they \\ill become orphans, most

or them will give up their studies, and become road's children or thievcs because they miss

sorneone to help them sa as matter of fact when you are choosing your partner in marriage

you have ta be carefully by getting behind the physical appearance ta the deep of heart

because by judging the physical appearance you may confuse yourself by taking the wrong

way in which you will die regretting why you have made such choice,

A good husband or a good \\ife is not judged in their nase or any other body's part but on

his/her heart, his/her capacity, his/her competence and performance. Ta illustrate this 1 can

give an example. ,,,hen you are hungry or thirsty could you eat your husband's or j'our wife's

nase. will you drink his/her blood? But when you have made a choice for you woman or your

husband, whatever happened ta you, and when you are linked with one another you may fight

against the problem that you have, and get solution which is great ta the problem. Ta support

this, we see Wache wacheke who has seen how useless is ta judge people on their physical

traits because he has been shocked so far due to the wrong analyzing his fellows, has refused

lo maIT) Munuko's wifè junior sistcr who was a frcsh graduatcd by choosing Zubcda. Wachc

wacheke explains his choice by saying this: "1 had nothing to like in a girl from an

opportunistic background. 1need a better girl, who would stay \Vith me in plenty and in wane

( 164). With this judgment, none could reject it because in marriage someone needs someone

who they could stay together in plenty and in want because it is rubbish to love someone

because of he is rich, when his richness gets ta an end, you raise your hand and say goodbye,

in this condition, there were no love between you and him, simply your love was

materialistic; it was conditionallove.

Conditional love dorsn't have an) meaning because il ma) stop at any time without delaying

because it is based on visual material which can be lost, which can be consumed, which can

he stolen, etc. So, when those materiaIs perish, that moment corresponds to the end of the

love, the best love is unconditional love, which doesn't rely on visual material, which takes

place in some0nc's decp heart, \\hich doesn't consider someonc's appearancc, which analyze

hefore acting.
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ln the de\eloped countries the quarrel between people is reduced because they know how to

read, through what they read they make judgment, but in Africa in general and in Burundi in

particular as Ütr as the great number of people doesn't know how to read and how to write. as

a result are those endless ethnie eonfliet that we face every day because what they follow is

only an mer saying and those e\er sa)ings most of the time are given by people who siek

their own interest in ethnie conflic.. ft is belter ta write about a given society's problem in

arder to let the tuture gencration know about thcir roots. forctathers' problcm; by implication

the future generation will be able to find an over lasting solution to the existing problem by

basing on thcir grandfathers' expcricncc or by changing thcir grandfathers' mentality beeause

of evolution of the world.

ln conclusion. ,.. hen )'Oll are a rcpresentative tr)' to represent evcry people don't exploit one

ethnie group basing on partnership at the expend of the other, try to be neutral, avoid to be the

source ofmisunderstanding between people. Try to play the mIe ofrefry or a mediator. try ta

be a peaee maker. When you are an army member, do your best by keeping yourself very far

From political influence: remember the regulations of your job. Try to be in the middle of a

very people, and fight against every people without any distinction, whoever wants to be the

source of the misunderstanding between people. try ta work in good understanding v.ith the

eitizens, by being in good eollaooration with everyone without eonsidering his/her ethnie

group. When Y011 arc a prineiple try t0 represent every s(udents. don 't make division between

your students. try to behave like their parents, before making any deeision, take time and

reflect on your deeision that you are going to take, try to measure up its weight. If possible try

to make an excellent investigation whieh can provide a prominent proof to what you want to

discovcr. don 't be emotion full. use the law in your decds. use the rcgulations whieh exist at

your job.
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GENERAL CONCLUSION

This work set out to validate the tragic scene that confronts Burundi as it is somehow

common in many African countries. ln an attempt to make our arguments, it was important

to have a through thorough of Marie -Thérèse Toyi's Weep nol, Refugee. The novel portrays

a difticult life of Burundian's refugees who experience exile in wirodi. In this work, we

realized that the author showed the effects of war on a people. The characters like Kigeme a

Tutsi mother and her Hutu son Wache wacheke watachoka as the prominent figure as victims

of civil war and ethnic conflict. Others are Kibwa and many others who were in that refugee

camp. Our work was to depict out the cause, the consequences and solution to ethnic conflict

using the novel of Marie Therese Toyi'sWeep nol, Refugee.

ln the debate, we recognized that the major source ofethinic comflicts is the education given

by white men in Burundi; the division done by white men between Burundians, has been

very difticult to eradicate till today. In his way of dividing Burundians, the white men have

taken into account the physical traits; 1mean the height, the weight and the form of the nose,

after analyzing those false physical traits they have portrayed people as Tutsi because he is

tall and he has a pointed nose and he has portrayed other group of people as Hutu because

the)' are fat, short and have a flat nose. This di"ision done by white men till today is on.

Beside the division done by white men, in this work we have tried to show the role played by

education gi\'en by parents to children; this education if it is badly given it lends to ethnicity

because the children will grow hating other people from other ethnic group because this

hatred towards other most of the cornes from the education that children recei"e from their

parents or their teachers and their group mates:this can be supported by the behaviour that

other refugees children has sho\\TI to Wache Wacheke while acusing him to be a tutsi olso the

behaviour of loreta refusing Wache Wacheke's hand love in the novel understudy.

ln the second chapter we ha"e tried to show the consequences that refugees face: first of aH

you take an exile because in your country there is a civil war and most ofthe time civil war is

due to ethnic conflict. Being in refugee camp someone becomes defenceless, homeless and

sometime jobless. For children, among them quite school because they are orphans or the

condition of studies are very difticult for them. Many refugees become road beggars because

they don't have means to feed themselves. Refugees sometimes misbehave towards others

refugees because in a refugee camp you may find people from different ethnic group, so one

ethnic group may want to eliminate another ethnie group which they hate or accuse

something.
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ln the third chapter \ve have tried to look for solution to ethnicity. As we knO\v it, ethnicity in

Burundi becomes a disease because from colonization till today we assist civil war after one

period or on other, ma) be to reduce those civil \Vars we may change our mentality by

discovering that what white man has taught as is not evident because you may find a Hutu

",ith pointed nose. thin and tall, also l'ou find a Tutsi with flat nose. fat and short, secondly

when you choose your partner or when you are a repose motive what you have to put fore

\\ards are competence. performance. cooperative and competitive of someone because those

qualities arc what want in order to build our country, wc don't need the site nose. weight of

somebody and the high of someone, those are simple thing. Another tentatiw solution is that,

when you are a representative try to represent every people without distinction.

When you want to punish or to compliment your worker use the regulations of the

organization. The last but not least mechanics to reduce ethnicity problems is to be able to

forgiw and to be able to ask for pardon, to \vhoe\"er you ha\"e offended. Because no one is

perfect, because tutsis have killed hutus without tangible cause only by accusing them to be

oppressors and at g1\en moment hutus in the way of revenge they have killed tutsis: so as no

one between tutsi and hutu is perfect they have to forgive each other, we need mutual

understanding because what we need today is conciliation in order to build our country.

In short, this work exposes how ethnie contlicts opens, its aftermaths and how we may tind

solution to those case and aftermaths. In this works we have seen that ethnicity finds its

origin through education that we receive from our parents and our teachers and our

surroundings. also ethnicity cornes from the education and false indication given by white

men who have tried to div ide Afrieans in general and Burundians in particuIar. In this work

we have gone further bl' showing that beyond education, ethnicit) may find origin in the

treatment that we receive from our c1assmates, our blTOUP mates and our friends.

As the consequences. when he masses are weil manipulate<L the last thing to do is to take

machetes in to begin civil war. Within civil war hundreds of thousands of people died, sorne

ofthem fled in neighbouring countries where they become refugees: during civil war not onl)

killings can happen but also girls are violated in their early age as we have seen the case of

Kigeme. In the refugee camp, refugees become defenseless. homeless and jobless, students

miss where to study. the conditions in which they study are not sufficient and most of the

time those refugees one exposed to social scorn wherever they are and by implication

students quiet school in order to go in army services at their early age, most of refugees are

road beggars because among them a big number of people are orphans and widows without

job. In the job we have tried to look for tentative solution to ethnicit): by trying we ha\"e seen
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that tirst thing that we have to is to change our mentality towards white men education in the

way doing we may reject for way the idea of judging on their physical treats because physical

treats are nothing for someone's survival; what we have to consider is someone's

competence, performance, cooperative and competitive because those later qualities are what

the country needs in order to be developed. Beside the change of mind, we have to see how

we may treat our brothers and sisters because our entertainment with others may increase or

decrease the degree of ethnicity problems. Also education that we give to our children or to

our students should be peaceful education. In the way of reducing ethnicity one should

remember his duty towards others; when you are representative you have to satisfy every

people without distinction, when you are army force agent you have to know that you are

there in order to serve the nation in whole without making division between people on their

ethnic group.

Above ail, what we have to know is that, none of us is totally perfect because we are human

being: we commit mistakes most of the time, so what we have to do is to recognize our bad

deeds in order to ask for pardon and the one who has been offended, it is required for him to

be able to forgive. because him also have been forgiven in one way or another; when people

are able to ask for pardon or to be able to forgive, to united is the last element and inevitable.

Our country needs ail our hands without anyone behind in order to be developed. Ethnic

division will never be the source of development but it will be the source of misery, violence

of many kinds, orphan hood and widow hood.
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A Glossary of Sorne Proper Narnes Used in this Work

Kigeme

Wache wacheke watachoka

Sibomana

Kibwa

Kabunda

Kadogo

Kiroro

: Fine Young Lady

: Let Them Laugh, They Will Eventually Get Tired and

Then Keep Quiet

: They Are Not God

: Big Dog

: Small Dog

: Smail

: Big Sac
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