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INTRODUCTION.

Many Africen writers have been concerned with their
own societies end vary few of them kave found their subjects
outgide Africa. They have been interested in the hirs tory of
their countries and are eager to show the effects ¢f some great
events such as colonization on African societies. Tlheay describe
their traditional sacieties and strese the changes itnat have
beerr operated during and after colonizatioca. In fact colonized

countries have been seriously aeffected by this event. They

witnessed the detericration of their traditional beliefs and
customs which were repleced by another way of living introduced

by the white man. The colonizer brought with him kic culture,
education and religon to a people known a3 "cultureless" and
"uncivilized". In o+ther words he brought civilizatica to a
pepulation which wess savage. However, the =ituation in which
African countries were during colonization and on tie eve of

their independence vas far from teing better thar before.

Many vices zrose with colonization and invade Africens ,
rreventing them fromn progress. The unhappyv footprint coloni-
zation left con the ifrican ground is felt in *the satirical
literaure produced by African writers in the early vears of
independence of their countries. The sa<ire was directed to the
coleonizer as well a« to the colonized. The colonizer was satirized
for his purpose of exploiting 4frica and Africans as much arn

possitbtle. The colenized wag subject to satire, on orz hand because

1.

he sdopted the white man's manners and in his turn be exploiied
his brothers. Cn tks other hand re wae satirized for his lack
of personzli<y whicl: made him despise hisg culture a . traditior
and ermbrace the whive men’s menializy.

SR

he _Lerger =2t Fase illustrates the kind of society

Nigeria nat bevome [ust before its independence wher native

.

n theilr hands.

L.

leaders had already ascguired scme responsivilities

Chinue Achebe exposse the problems Modern Nigeria feed in its

e



way towards democracy. le is denouncing the ney leaders who are
eager to make themse:ives as wealthy as possible whatever can

be the means. Particular attention is put on young educated mer
who are unable to assume any kind of commitment in order to
achieve Nigerian indwependence. The gstory is centered on Obi,
thie hero of the novel who 1s one of the elite and does not

represent any hope for the future of his community.

The style Achebe uses in No lLonger at Ease is especially

satirical. He is a2 satiric writer who criticizes his society by
using some indi ridua’is who represent almost all socisal classes.
He condemns his society for its vices and claims for change like
all sastirists. In whatever he says, he refers to an ileal but
thig idesl is not easy to achieve as it is noticed b Patrick

Murray to bte the case of any social satire when he s-ates that,

vocial satire implies the
rondemnaetion of society by
reference to an ideal, but
this ideal is not one that
can easily bte realized, if
‘it can be realized at &11. ]

Like in an: satire, Chinus Achebe has the ntentiocon
of dencuncing the evils gnd vices of his socciety and this
denounciation implien a want for better conditions. l'e finds
in the use of satire a means to correct the abuses oy his soclety.
Iike all satirists, ..chebe is a realistic critic. He talks about
sad realities in a ri:el world. His subject wmatter is found in
the everyday rezlitis»s he observes sround him and in ;ye history
¢f his country. He responds to the charecteristics of meny

satirists becsuse,

“he great majority of satirists
voncentrate their atzention +to
rices and follies for wiidich men
nre morally responsible and thet
~an be corrected.

2}
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In ou.r first chapter, we sre conceried with
about corruption. In fact on the eve of Nigerian inde¢pendence

corruption had becoms a part of everydey life. Thisgs

satire

brought ahout a vicious society where riothing worked well.

Feople were not estimated according to their merit ard talents

but according to the personal point of view and own .interest

of the judge. In such a country, there couid not be Jemocracy.

Power belonged to thhe minority who tried to exploit their

subordinated. We hav: a government cheracterized by Ffear in

which the mazsses had to accept the government that was imposed.
Other evils that walk with corruption such as briber:,

tritalism , incompetz2nce and injustice will hold our attention.

nepotism,

The second chapter intends to studv the hero as a

tragic figure. In this part, we will focus our asttercion
what the factors of the herco's downfall were =nd we
explair why we consider him tragic. We will see that the hexro
had ideals he could rct realize because circumstance=

allow him to act as 2e would like. He is @ man torn

on

did not

Tetween two

sete of wvalues. The result is his spiritual desintegration.

The hero's fell is tne result of = practicel dissociation

betveer tne intellectual insight and his lack of moral

strength to custain 1t. With his good principles,

to please everyone, Obi pleases 1nc one and ro one uncerstands
for a moment the source and motive of his actions.

as a passive sufferer of his fate and according to

serking

cr

0

like Gerzld MOCRE, tne emotion (bl inspires is not pity but

antipathy.

Cur third anrd last chapter will snelyze th: language

used ir the novel. Iz is of course & language that caaracterizes

proper to sstire. Irony, the techrniaue of oppositiorn

of proverbs reflect the satire involved in the novel

———

the zetirical style. 1t carries literary asrd rhetorizal

devices
and the use

under

eer.
itics



Irony is Tound in the evolution of the hero who, hiving choser

principles to follow, defends them Ttut erds in succumbing.
The supreme irony is that Cbi iz going tc be like *+he Land éfficer
and will tske bribes like the o0ld men he is dencun:ing. Irons
is the characteristic mode of the novel. A criticism about ke

novel, found in The Growth of the African Novel ssve that,

No Longer at Ease is cheracterized by
scintillanting comedy, sophisticated
wit and subitlety c¢f irony.

In ocur work we are going to exploit passages that involve irony
and show that it s this irony that renders the novel its satiricsel

aspect.

The teclnigque of cprosition is another iwportant ds=vice
used in the novel to satirize characteres, and througk them, ti o
whkole Nigerian society. Every time the author presentes two
positions on a voint, & negative position beside & positive one.
The use of both of the two sides shows the writer's desire for

change ir the society he is describing. No longer at Fase ic

furll of cppositions. Obi, the Lero of the novel has a conception
of life that oppores him to his parents znd friendes. 0Obi stanis
for modernity while others are treditionslists. The author opwoses
modernists tc traditional people, vicious persong to virituous

cnes and spirited men to irresponsibvle people. By those oppositions,
he wesnte the reader to despise what is bad and admire what is gcod.
The technigae of ¢pposition has been one of the bte=zt means to

satirize all evilrs. and thereby to show the ideal the writer ha.:

in his mind.

Proverbs have an important role in the art of satire.
Very often they are used to criticize, o advertise or to prevan.

reople from fellirng in bad doinge. In Mo Longer at hiase proveris

have for purpose to criticize the protagonist's dounfall and to

teach the wvwopulation to be careful in what they dc.



Proverbs are the designated resns in satirizing sonething
beceuse the indirect message they carry is sharper than it is

in a direct langusge.

The end of our work will be a conclusion related to
what will have been developed in the three chapters, and we will
analyze the writer's purpose in using a satirical ztyle in his

work.
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CHaAP. I. SATIRE ABOUT CCERUFPTIOCN.

Corruption is a good sutject for a satire since
the latter dezls with something very critical. It =zlways
suggests & ckhange because what is satirized is countemptitle
and negative. Since corruption is & negative practice, it

ig understandable that works dealing with it are cften satires.

Corruption is a common theme and an interesting one

gince it is universal and ie far from disappearing. It is

a reslity thaet existes nowadays and which causes meny problems.
It has Teen delt vith by many Africar writers, for instance,

Chinua Achebe in 'lo_longer at Fase and A Fan of tle Tecple,

Gabriel Ckare in The Voice, Ayi Ewei Armah in The Beautyful

(nes Are Lot Yet Zorn; Cyprian ITkwensi in Jagus Hena and

FTeople of the City and Ngugi in The Black Hermit and Tevil on

the Croes, to name but few.

The theme of corruption in African writings has
beerr widely talked sbout. Nevertheless what will . itract
our interest is tze kind of corruption that took roots in

A

coleonization and a2bsorbed Africans on their turn.

In No Longer at Ease Chinus Achelbe tack™es the

protlem caus~2d b corruption in Nigeria just on tl =z eve

o

of its independer.ce. He showa that the situstiorn »n which

the society lived was not a promising ore sirnce corruption
went eon growing, zontrary tec what ore would expec ..

The situatior was critical because £ll people witnout any

exception were involved in this wviciocus practice with &l
the evils it embodied.

Mr,Green, a Buropearn and Cki's boss remurks that

"The African ie corrupt through and through® 1

e
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Furthermore he adds that hey sre all corrupt". <
Eis observations are mede with reference to Chi, the hero

of the novel Yo longer at Eacge. Cti is an Ibo man who,

on his return from his studies in England, had for principles
to fight against all forms of corruption, incompet:znce and
repotiem. lowever, he ended by renouncing to his ideals
tecause the force of corruption was strongly felt. Green's
affirmetions show wow deep corruption is in Nigeria.

The vprotlem is mucr serious for a devéloping country
considering thet corruption affecte the whole sociaty

and in particular leaders who are st the top of go-ernment.

The converseticn hetween Obi and Christopher reveals that:

The Civil Service is corrupt
because of these so-called
experienced mer at the fov,
said Obi.

You don't believe in exverience”
You think that & chap straight
from University should he made
a permanent secretary?

I ¢didn't sav straight from the
Urniversity, but even that wouls
bte better <han filling ocur top
vests with old mer who have nc
intellectual foundations o
support their experiences. )

2

Those veople designated to lead others sxze the mos: misteken
since they mislead the population in btad practices instesd
of showing them gcod examples. They dc nct fulfil heir task
because they lead the country not tc its developmert but to
its collapsing. In fact corruption ie a great obstiicle for

a ccurtry which wsrts to ackieve its full independ:ince and
its democrescy. Corruption is not proper to under-da:veloped
countries., tut ie found rather irn under-developed —ountries
ze well as in thoseo which ere said vo be Tully developed,

i tie sccieties as well as in very richk cres. The “imuofis




Frogressive Union affirms thkat not only the African is cor-
rupt tut the Huroyvean, too. Vhen the members of th2 Union
asked Obi if he has not yet got e job, the conversation

reveels what follows:

Not yet. I'm attending an
interview on Monday.

"Of course those of you who
know book will not have any
difficulty, said the vice-
President on Ohi's left.
QCtherwise I would have

suggested seeing some

of the men btefore hand”.

It would not be rnecessary

said the President, "since

they would be mostly white men".
"You think white men don't _
eat bribe? Come to our departémant.
They eat more than black men
nowadays". 4

The cguotatiorn shows that corruption is universal. Yhite pecple
telre bribes as well as blaeck men. Corruption does ot concern

only Africa but even outeside Africa, one can obser:'e corrupt
-~

countries.

People mre scared of the word
nowadeys. But what kind of
democracy can exist side by

side with so much corruption

and ignorance? Ferhaps z half-way
house - a sort ¢f compromise!
When Cbi's reasoning reached

this point he reminded himself
that England had been as corrupt
not so very long ago. e waes

not really in the mood for conne- ¢
cutive reasoning. “is mind was
impatient to roam in s more

rleassrt lardscave.




Corrurticon has become a common prictice tc the poiant that
nowadays it sounds lees dangerous then it should be in realizy.
1t is even accepteld. In the novel under study it iz affirmed
that taking btribee does not present any harm if yo. do the

thing for whkich it is given.

++. The trouble was not in recsiving
bribes, but in failing to doc %t e
thing for wvhich the tribe was =ziven. 6

The masses are used to being exploited to the voin: that they
do not complain anymore about corruption. They accupt the

state of things as it is. Killam, G. I. comments i The Vritings

of Chinua Achebe, +hat follows:

The people themselves, as we have
seen, had become even more cynical
than their leasdters and were apathetic
into the bargairn. "Tet them eat",

was the people's opinion, "after all
when white men used to do all =he
eating did we commit suicide?"

Gf course nct. And where is the all
powerful white man tocday? He came,

he ate and he went. But we are still
around. The important thing then is
to stay alive; If you do you w.ll
outlive your present annovance.

The great thing, es tie old veouple
have told us, is reminiscence,
and only those who survive can
have it. Besideg, if you surviie,
who knows? It ray be your turn t
eal Tomorrow. Your son may brirs
bFome your share. !

Q

Trhe masses are chtliged to submit tecause they canrot do othar-

wise.They only hocre that it may be their turn to est tomorrow.



Writers from different countries of the world have
treated the theme of corruption with great care, showing its
negetive aspects and the desire for chenge. Africen writers
in particular have found & great interest in corrup~wion which

s widespresed in the colonial and post-independent period

He

n whiech Africans manage to occupy bigh positions in their

M.

services. The so-called educated Africans are governed by
the principle cf mazking themselves as rich as possible what-

ever can te the means.

Having observed the white mar's life in Africs,
whiclhh ie the best rsince he controls power and wealth, the
Afyican wants to resemble him. Not only does he want wealth,
but he is corrupt from all different points of view since he
is convinced that vhatever comes from the white is rvight snd
good. We can talk sabout mental ccrruption which is the sgource

of all other forms of corruption.

With the settlement of tle white man who introduces
the Buropeasn way of life among Africans and who tries to under-
value a2ll the asspects of African life, he succeeds in meking
the black men believe that his culture, his administration,
his education etc..._ are not the good ones and deserve chsesnges.
Therefore we see tlhe modern Africen who tries to adopt the
Burcpean way which is inadequate to Africa which hail its
structure. However. it is not without pain that European
values were integreted in Africa. In some cases we assist
t0o & conflict between the old which is maintained Ly elders
and the new whiclh »oung generations long for. 013 reople,
with etrong beliefe in traditior fight for its survival and
would condamn anytking that should contribute to its desapear-~
ance. Tre oppositicn between traditiorn and modernit, is
reflected in the children's attitude towarde their parents

with their ideals thet parents carroet tolerate and find
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inappropriste ard odd. The traditioral scciety still conservative
and would oppese enything new. The tentative for dislocation

with tradition is & subJect which has been delt with by many
Africar writers wko witnessed the course of coloniwzation.

The coming of the white man in Africa brought a serious
alteratior on the African's mentality. Before the arrival

cf the colonizer, Africa was composed of different communities

in which tribal life was of a great importance. There was

unity based on kinship ties in which eachk member had a determined
role arnd his value depended upon the way he accomplished his
duty. Every man ir his communiiy knew that he had to perform

such and such duty in order to achieve his fame. Tne theory

of equality was easily applied because people had more or

less the same lines of life. They depended on land and one's
greatness resulted in his ability to explicoit it. Fince we are
concerned with Achkebe, let's see how his traditicral society

valued a great mar. Things Fall Apart gives us all the criteris
o

that were considei'ed for naming a man great. Considering the
character of Ckonlwo, one knows that & brave man in the Ibo
society should te a courageous man vwho never failed in any
undertaking. It ic tkis man who has made himself very wealthy
thanks to his effocrts. It is this men who has many berns of
yam, who hss killed many people during wars, who has many
wives and childrern. Those are the common criteris under
congideration in affirming the velue of a man who deserves
respect, in traditioral Ibo society. Un the contrs:ry, there
are cowards whc are frightened by war, who do not want to

worlr hard and therefore who do nct have many barne in their
compound. With the coming of the white man the course of thingss
changed. Under the pretext that he warnted to give “he test
education to the ffricen, the colcnizer began to guestion
everything ir African society. lie brouvgh*t his educaticr to the
young Africarns, scunding them to schecol where they learned thie

¢olonizer's langusge and tried tc adopt his way of thinking.
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This mental corruption tegins with the feoct thax
the learnirng is ccnducted in the ceclonizer's language. By
these studies, the young African @dopts the Buropenrn way of
thinking. He thinks his way of reasoning is not cor-rect and
therefore tries to teke the white man's manners. Tile mental
ceoerruption consists in the fact that young Africans learn
especially zbout Burope instead of centering his i~terest
onn his country. The young black man is concerned with Europe
vefore all other things. He has to study the geocgr=phy about
different countries of Europe, their economy, their history
end their politicsl organizaticn. Fe haes to know d-fferent
famous universities of Burope and igncres what Africa end
its history are. f1bert Memmi stresses this irrelevancy of

Huropean educatiorn in Africa in the following terms:

The memory which is assigned

him 1s certeinly not that of

his people. The histcry which

is taught him is not his own.

He knows who Colbert or Cromwell
was, but he learns nothing about
¥Yhadnazar, he krows about Joan
of Arc but not abcut E1 Kahensa.
Everything seems to rave taken
place out of his country. &

This learning is not well adapted at 21l sirnce it pleces thre
learner in an unknown country. It is abstract ané is esvecialily

based on memorization. In Mo Lcnger at Esse, the cese of CObi

who decides to leern Engliegh is arn illustrative exsmple of

mental corruptiorn of whick Obi is ashamed,

Four years in YEnglarnd hsed f£illed
Cbi with & longing tc te back in
Umuofia. Thie feeling was sometimes
so0 strong that he found himsel’
feeling ashemed of studying En -lish
for his degree. He spoke Tho when-
ever he had the least onportunity




of doing so. Nothing cave him
greater pleasure than to find
another lbo-speaking student

in & London bus. But when he
had to spesk in English with

a Nigerian student from another
tribe he lowered his voice.

It was humiliating to have

to speek to one's countryman

in a foreign languege, especially
in the presence of the proud
owners of that language. They
would naturally assume that

one had no language of cone's
own. 9

The author is satirizing one's lack of pride in his own languase.
Obi is ashamsd of studying English and of addressinz his cour'r;-

men ir a forelign language.

Young Nigerians who have been exposed to western
education have a new conception of life. They negats traditioral
customs and gquestion traditional teliefs. Obi, beca.se of tre
influence of wesstern education does not believe in separation
of races. That is why he thinks that his marriage with an Csu
girl is possible. I'e knows guite well that it will me Clsra
and nohody else. His mind ie free from all) supersticions.

Mr.Green, Obti's boes, expresses the origir of corru-sticn

in Africa in the fcllowing terms:

Over countless centuries the

African kas been the victim

of the worst climate in the

world and of every imsginatle ¢
dicease. Hardly his faul+t.

But he has been sapped merntally

and physicelly. We have brought

him western sducation. 10



By this statement we see that ccrruption hes beern the conse-

querice of colonization. Ey introducing western education in
Africa, the white man managed tc distroy the African's dignit:s

and rersonality. The educeated African endes by underv=luing

his way of living, it.e., kis education, culture and heliefs.

Therefore, ke tries tco adopt the white man’'s manners which

are judged to e urnguestionable. There will be a strong
opresitior between ©ld and young generations, the former
wanting to keep tradition and the latter wanting to breszk
with it.

It is the case observed in Chinuzs Achete's
A

Things Fall Apert in which Okonkwo fights feor tradition while
Isaac,

religion. The lattexr acts against his fether's will.

e

his son decides to join the white community through

The period of colonizstion and the post-irdependence

period witnessed a c¢corrupt Africa from different points

of
view. Undexr the pretext that the white man was searching for
the civilization of African countries which

were still igrnorart
until

the coming of the Europeans, some evils arose with the
period. Then we observe countries governed by negative practice
such as corruption,

s

bribery, nepctism and incompeterce. Leaders

are seeking their own interest &nd try to 1lift themselves
tc a socizl position as high as possible. To reach tne places

they use dishonest means of ccrruption.
[

they aspire to,

In Kk

>

Longrer at Base we are presented

with different

kinds of peorle who are involved in the practice of corruption.'

The problem which is exposed here is that this corruption
involves particuler.y natives of 211 different sccial classases,
including ths new elite who was exvected to be the liope of

the nation. We asre =specially told s=bout the case of peorle

irn administration, wn civil services, tine ckse of policemen

arnd tie csse of Obi, the representative of tlre new

Feneration
which is the elite of the country.

A1l those peocple profit fFrom
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their position and wower to abuse of their influence in the
society they live. YWe notice the place of bribery ard the
importance of social relationships among people. We are
described a country in which one's competence does mnot
stand for an important thing. The success in any affair
depends upon who you know. If you estimate that you have
not any acquaintances who can be helpful, you should find
means to create those relationships and the only way which
is used is to proceed by giving brikbes. In the novel,
everybody is corrups and is ready to gather the bribve which
is offered him. This practice has btecome s0 popular that

to refuse bribe is a non-understandable behaviour. Its influence
is so strong that even those who pretend to be idealistic

finish by renouncing to their ideals.

One can notice that the driving force behind corruption
is the eagerness of acquiring more and more thinges in Modern
Nigeria. 0Obi, who has for principles to fight all forms of
corruption finishes by renouncing to his ideals and he is
seen taking bribes like all others he was criticizirg before.
Inspite of his principles he could not resist temptation which
hafl won all other members of his society. Confrontec with
difficulties oY different forms, such as financisal &end emotional
problems, Obi was forced to compromise his principles. He
abandons his girlfriend, indulges in bribery and other bad
practices that led nim tb his decline. In fact his contact

with reality starts him on a proce ss of disillusionaent.

Obi is opoosed to the protagonist of Ayi Kwei Armah's

novel, The Beautyful Ones Are liot Yet Born and to the hero of

Gabriel Okars's The Voice."The man”, as he is callec in Ayi Kwei
Armah's novel and (Okolo in Gabriel Okera's work are *he only

honest men who refused categorically to be irvolved in corruption.
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They are isolated in their respective societies becmuse they
have refused to plsy the common game. A1l tentatives to
persuade and corrupt them failed. They are even cornsidered

as cowards for having been honest. Their isolation did not
cause them any trouble. They had preferred it themceselves in
order to avoid to he affected by corruption. Ckolo's isolation
allowed him not only to be virtuous but it was alsc an occasion
for challaenging his society. QObi's isolation, if it could last,

was expected to be of the same nature as that of Okolo.

Unfortunately, he was unable to sustain his effort and found
that it was impossible to escape the reslities prevailing

in his community. Feing himself a member of a society in which
corruption was a general rule, he did not find enough strength
to stand for persoral position. At the beginning he believed
in his victory but at the end things turned another way.

He succumbed to corruption and was no more different from

the rest of his society. Towards the erd of the novel, his
attitude towards money and appearances had completely changed
from what it was when he first arrived back from England when,
though the Umucfia Progressive Union had booked a room for

him in an expensive hotel, he refused to use it and stayed

with an old friend, a clerk in Lagos.

Bribery is one of the important forms of corruption.
In thies case interest of the corrupt pecple is centered on
materiael things. They try to get as much as they can whatever
can be the means. With this system which tbegins to widespread
in the ezrly years of tke post-colonial periocd, Africe loses
more and more its esense of solidarity and therefore the sense
of collective interest. Everybody is won ty selfishmness, seeking
his own interest, trying to make himself as wealthy as possible

and fighting for the highest position. In Achebe's novels,

bribery has sufficiently talked about. & comment on the novel

in The Novel and Contemporary Experience in Africa
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says that,

In the world of No Longer at Ezse
the acquisitive and competitive
values of society have been
given free rein and have made
men lose his sense of Jjustice
and self-sacrifice. Ministers
admit publicaly that they take
bribes, taxi-drivers overload
their cars and drive at dange-
rous speeds while they howl
insults st each other across
the streets and traffic officers
take advantage of the situation
to extract further bribes.
Young girls offer their sex

for favours and even doctors
grant sick leave for a small
fee. In this social imbroglio
the individual who seeks to
assert his own morsl sense
finds himself overwhelmed. 11

At the very beginning of the novel No longer at Ease, we are

presented with a cese of corruption: O Obi's trial, civil
servants who were rot allowed to be absent at service, managed

to attempt the trial thaenks to the influence of bribery. It is
said that, "some civil Servants paid es much as ten shillings

and sixpence to obtain a doctor's certificate of illiness for

the day". 12 Bribery is rampant everywhere. No one can ask

for help without providing something else in exchange. Everywhere
they are offering and taking bribes. Obi cbserved such a |

behavicur even on his boat from England to Nigeria.

A young men, almost a boy
in fact, waes dealing with
Obhi's cabin. He told him
that the duty on his radio-
zram would be five pounds.
"Right, said Obi, feeling
his hip-pockets. Write =
receipt for me!
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The boy did not write.

He looked at Cbi for a few
seconds, and than said:

I can be able to reduce it
to two pounds for you.

How? asked Obi.

I fit do it, but you no

get Government receipt". 13

In additipn to the fact that people are used to asking for vribes,
the conversation shows how they are convinced that asking for
them is a bad practice even if they do not have the strength

to give it up.

In the corrupt world money has a great importance.
one cannot get a job if he is poor and therefore unable to give
a certain amount of money. Even if he manages to get it by any
chance, he is soon chased for having missed to the conditions.

The case of Joshue Volo illustrates well this injustice.

Joshua Vole o messenger in

the Post Office, had been sacked
for sleeping while on duty.
According to him he had not
been sleeping but thinking.

But the chief clerk had been
looking for a way to dezl

with him since he had not
completed the payment of ten
pounds bribe which he had
promised when he was employed.
Joshua was now asking his
countrymen to borrow him ten
pounds to look for another job.

14

The statement shows the degree to which people are corrupt and
it etresses at the seme time the importaence of money. People
have a desire to acqguire money at all costs and through it,
influence and powe:~, With money one can do everything he wants.
In many cases bribery consiste of money. People are irresistant

towards money. Thev cen do whatever they can to get 1it.




Under the influence of thirty pounds, a doctor kills Clara's
child without pity. Drivers who are not in order witk their
papers are set free after giving a certain amount of money to
the police. Money dictates the owner what to do. Doctors deliver
certificates for illness to civil servants who are very well but
who want to be absent to their services in order to assist Obi's
trial. Money becomes the leader of people. They do not follow
the truth any more. #or them, only the way that leasds to money
should be followed. Because of it one can indulge in different
kinds of vices such as crime, prostitution, banditry =tc...
Morney is powerful in any domain and who has it can have every-
thing. It can even buy a human being. The fact of killing some-
one is a case that engages the life of the murderer hut people

do not feel any fear when they are earning money.

In the world governed by money, love does rnot exist.
I1f one wants to marry, he cannot get a wife if he has not money.
On the opposit, one who is wealthy can marry whoever he wants.
Therefore, what shoulid be natural love is reduced to love price.
The following dialogue between Joseph and 0Obi gives &n idea

about the place of mecney. Joseph states:

When you have paid a hundred

and thirty pounds bride-price

and you are only a second-class
clerk, you find you haven't got

any more 1o spare on other women.
"You mean you paid a hundred and
thirty? What about the bride-price
law?"

"It pushed up the price, that's all".
"It is a pity my three elder sisters
got married too early for us to

make up on the others."

"It is no laughing matter, said
Joseph. VWait until you went

to marry. They will probtably ask

vou to pay five hundred, seeing

that you are in the senior service. 12
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This guttation shows that marriage is a matter of money and
the amount one should pay depends upon his status. The bride-
price is obligatory. Its missing implies the impossibility

of getting married.

People are fond of money. Bverywhere man is searching
for it. It is even said that the people of Umuofia do not
like to-work for work but are fond ‘of 'morney.” They can move
long distances pretending to go to look for work but in
reality their main purpose is to earn money. That is what
is revesled by one of the messengers in Lagos from Umuofia
when the FPresident was accusing Joshua of sleeping while

on duty.

Then by way of light relief
someone took up the Fresident
on his statement that it was
work that brought them four
hurdred miles to Lagos.

"It is money, not work, caid
the marn. We left plenty cof work
at home... Anyone who likes
work can return home, tuke up
his matchet and g¢ intc that
bac¢ bush between Umuofia and
Mbeino. It will keep him
occupied to his last daye."

The meeting agreed that it

was money, not work, that brought
them to lagos. 16

Money is purchased with zeal wherever it carn be. It should

bte obtained at any cost whatever can be the means. Everybody

is buey with affairs that can provide him with money. Some

’ are traveiling long distances 4o seek it, others are exploiting
their fellows, by asking them bribes. Doctors commit murders
under tke force of money. The one who agreed¢ *to perform an
abortioﬁ for Clera, Cbi's girlfriend, was irfluenced by

thirty rounds. He acted against human sensitility and human




dignity because of mone;. The child in Clersa's womb was

victim of money, victim of corruption.

Furthermore, tribelism is one factor of corruption.
1t is expected to play e role in arranging someone's problems.
Feople , when addressing their tribesmates, feel more at ease
than when addressing foreigners. For having Obi in the Senior
Service as a Scholarship Secretary at the Federal Ministry of
BEducation, Umuofians expect many things from him. He is going
to arrange students who need scholarships to go to study abroad.
Mr.Mark thinks that it is necessary to find Cbhbi in order to
arrange Elsie's affair. He thinks that Obi will help her easily
because she is an 1to like himself. Unfortunstely, this time
tribalism will not work favorably. Obi is still resistant to
the situation. Umuofiens will go on asking him to find a job
for such and such person because according t¢ them, he must

deal wifh problems of his tribe.

Another example that illustrates to what extent tribalism,/>

and nepotism zre common games in Modern Nigeria is the case
of the policeman who was very severe with Chi and Clara when
he caught them on the beach and became kind with them when
he heared that Obi spoke Ibo. Then he learned that Obti was
Ibo like himself. Tribalism and nepotism are widely talked

about in Chinua Achebe's novel, A Man of the People. Chief

Nanga who holds an important position in pol:itics is addressing

0dili in the following terms:

By the way, 0dili, I think
you are wasting your talent
here. Xwant you to come to
the cgpital and take up =a

strategic post in the civil

gservice. We should not leawve
everything to the high lard
tribes... Our people must

press for their own share
of the national cake. 17

e



This statement shows tc vhich degree nepotism was pronounced
in the system. People use their position tc enrich themselves,
their relatives and friends. It is of course a duty to the
well pleced people to deal primarily with their tribes.

On this point & critic, fA.Y. Andoh, affirms that a successful

politician is an investment by his tribal group:

The wide extension of kinship
bonds means that a chief (or any
other officigl) is frequen<ly
put into the position of having
to choose between his obligations
to favour particular kinsmen

and his official duty to act
disinterestedly. This type of
conflict of obligation is quite
reel for the politician, civil
servant, policeman or even judge.
For a successful political
candidate is regarded by many

of his constituents (frequently
his kirsmen) as an investment
and will be asked for jobs or
scholarship, or for help in

local disputes. 18

In No Longer at Ease, Umuofian people believed that Obi, one

of their sons in the senior service, should ke &ble to help
joshua Volo to get another job when he was dismissed from his
first work. Although the Umuofian Union decided to give ten
pounds to Joshua in order to try to apply for a job, they
noticed that money was not a sufficient condition for getting
a job. It was necessary to have someone to talk for him.

When dealing with the protlem, the president said:

Joshua is now without a job.

We have given him ten pounds.

But ten pounds does not talk.

If you stand a hundred pounds
here where I stand now, it will
not talk. That is why weé sayv thst
ke whe has people is richer than
he who has money. 19
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Affairs are arranged between people. It is Obi's duty to solve

his countrymen's problems. He goes on saying:

We now have one of our sous
in the senior service. We cre
not going to ask him to bring
his salary to share among us.
It is in little things like
this that he can help us.

It is our fault if we do not
approach him. Shall we kilXt

a sneke and carry it in our
hand when we have a bag for
putting long things in? 29

Corruption has its causes as well as conseguences.
The most important caeuse of corruption in the pre-independence
and post-independence eras in African countries was celonization.
Achebe im satirizing the colonized man who, after having lived
with the white man for a while, was seriously affected by his
way of life in Africa. Because of the white maen's high social
position, he proceeded by exploiting the colonized at a degree
as high as possible. The black man used to follow orders
blindly, because he was convinced that what the white man does
must be correct. The white man was the lesder and the chief
at the top. With his system of making himself a very good
sociel place, inequalities among social classes began to
be felt. Under the pretext that the white man wanted to review
the black man's educationyin order to bring nim to a full
development, he created schools and the so~called educated
people were socially detached from the masses. Therefore,
wé;have the white man who holds the highest position.
Aﬁter him comes the educated black man and at the bottom are
the poor and miserable masses. The white man built urban centers
where he introduced a mode of life which was very different from
traditional manners. The following simple incident shows that

urban life has complexities of which traditioral society has




no comprehension.

; e Mr.Ikedi had corié *to 'Unudsia
from & township, and was able
to tell the gathering how
wedding feasts had been steadily
declining in the towns since
the invention of invitation
cards. Many of his hearers
whistled in unbelief.

When he told them that a man
could not go to his neignbour's
wedding unless he was given

one of those papers on which
they wrote R.S.V.P.~ Rice and
Stew Very Plenty- which was
invariably an over-statement. 21

This small event illuminates what urban life looks like. Every-
thing is calculated. 1t is a life that lacks a sense of hospita-
lity and eolidarity. In towns, neighbourhood hnas not any influence
on people. While friendship is automatic for neighbours in tradi-
tional societies, people in towns can live together ignoring

each other. This is the consequence of the establishmens of

towns which are the white man's creation in colonized countries.

In the post-independence period, th2 black man is
strongly marked by the white man's mahners. Tne black man lives
a life quite different from what he was before colonization.

He begins to exploit his fellows, exactly like in the way the
white man did. He goes on practicing oppression, with the
intention of getting as much as possible. He becomes subject to
bérruption, exploing eany means that could help him to be wealthy.
He becomes materialistic and self-seeking. Feople holding power
afe the;most indicated to inherit the idea of material comfort
which was born with colonization since the driving forced of

the colonizers were especially economic and political purposes.

Tﬁe,colonizer was s0 harsh with the colonized that he even denied

him his right to his own wealth.

—_—
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In William Conton's The African, we are revealed

to what degree Songhai had been exploited by Britain. All the
diamond became the private property of the colonizer. A native
caught with diamond should be punished because, ".The possession
without & licence of uncut diamond was at that time illegal

in Songhai." 22 The case of exploitation is nbserved in many
colonized countries. Emmanuel Ntwari, for instance, talks of

the case of Congo.

Ir the Congo, the exploitation

was carried out by some trading
companies. The Belgian King

Leopold monopolized the entreprise
which is International Association

(The Congo Free State) for Exploitation
ard civilization of the Congo.

Within this company, people worked

for the king and collecdted =1l

the money for him. 23

This quotation shows thet the colonizer was rather preoccupied
by his own profit than by the civilieging mission of the country
he was governing. They rinaced to hold the ertire wealth of

the country in their own hands.

African leaders on their turn, ar= eager to resemble
the former leaders ard therefore they use the same strategies
as colonizers, exploiting their brothers without any shame.
Gabriel Ckara in his novel entitled The Voice, describes the
kind of leaders Africe has got just after independence. This
ie done through the character of Izongoe who is an outstanding
@igure ir. which corruption is reflected. Chief Izongo is a
:%emagogic ruler of a fictional country, who tries to maintain
Yie personal privileges. We are presented with a s0 corrupt
society that people are totally discouraged. Izongo is a

materislistic leader who only cares about his interest.



Ayi Kwei Armah on his side, in his novel, The Beautyful

Ones Are Not Yet Berm, has given an important contribution in

satirizing corruption, which had become a part of everyday life
in Ghana. The representative of the awful practice is Joseph
Hoomson. He is an incompetent leader who does not know anything
about politics and who has reached his position illegally.

Those who are aware of his incompetence claim:

Oh, you know, the ideclogical
thing, Winneba. Men who know
nothing about politics have
grown hot with ideology,
thinking of money that will
come. Everybtody who wants
speed goes there and the only
thing demanded of them is that
they be good at fawning. 24

The conseguences of corruption are not good.
Because the practice causes many troubles, once one is caught
taking bribes, he should be punished. It is the case of Cbi who
is put on triel because of having accepted twenty pounds.
In order to avoid getting into trouble with bribery, people try
to be careful with the practice. They avoid as muckh as possible
to be seen: taking bribes. Moreover, Obi is condammned by every-
body not because he takes a bribe but because he is caught.
Otherwigse bribery is not condamnable in itself. It is harmless

for people who know to deal with it. In No Longer at Ease it is

said theaet people do not gather bribes themselves. They engage
other persones to dc¢ it for them. In many cases, stesards play
the roie of intermedieiries between the bribe giver and the
receiver. What was wrong with Obi was that he gathered the bribe
with his own hands. Everywhere they are teking bribss but once
they suspect that someone in the environment can be an obstacie
to their entertainrent, they change the attitude. O« Cbi's <trip

to Umuofia, a policeman hesitates to take something from the iriver
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and try to escape it. The society is no longer at ease because

of his leaders who apply injustice in all the domains.

Miss.Elsie Mark would not have encountered so many
difficulties if the society she lived was impartial. She
fulfilled the conditions for getting a scholarship. With what
her country is, she must run different corners, offering what-

ever she can to people who can come in her help.

Injustice is real in the country and will bring other
vicee such as prostitution e it is observed in the character
of Elsie Mark. She will use any means at her disposition to
try to get what was of her right to get. First ef zall her brother
tries to meet Obi in order to talk of her case but the meeting
was fruitless. Neither the fact of being tribemates nor the
proposition of a bribe did carry a solution. Till that moment
Obi was still faithful to his principles of opposing all kinds
of bribvery. Then Miss.Elsie decides to meet herself Obi.
She promised him to do whatever he would ask for. The whatever
she was talking about was nothing else than to offer her body.
All other means had been tried in vain by Mr.Mark her brother.
This time Obi accepted the proposition. Conditions mede Miss.Elsie
a prostitute and she offers her body to Cbi as well as to the
board members. She slee ps with people she does not know, only
because she expects a certain help from them whatever can be its

importance. It was the way of tecoming a professional prostitute.

Writings that talk about corruption show the role of
the town in the matter. The town has been the driving center of
all bad doings which walk hand in hand with corruption. Writers
who treated the case of Nigeria show that all the vices are centered
in Lagos city. In fact towns are the places that shelter the so-
called civilized and educeted men. Therefore, they have a great

influence on the young Nigerians who come to live places that
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are quite different from their villages. The youth exposed to this
life behave in a different way from their brothers upcountry.

In Cyprian Ekwensi's Jagua Nana, for instance, lagos is a represent-
ation of a corrupt city with different kinds of vices such as
injustice, crime, prostitution etc... The influence of money

urges people to do whatever they want.

In No Longer at Ease we see what the city represents for

Umaofians. When Obi lost his mother, he did not attend the funerals
because of the financial problems he had. Neither did he send much
money for her funerals. Therefore, he was seriously criticized

by his tribemen who were in Lagos on a meeting they held at the
occasion. Nobody could understand Obi's such a behaviour and they

ignored his problems. One of the Union gives such a thought:

That is what Lagos can do

to a young man. He runs after
sweet things, dances breast
to breast with women and
forgets his home and his
people. 26

This statement is a satire about life in town. It illustrates

vices that people in the city are exposed to. The contact with

what they call beautyful things push them to forget their people.
The town is the driving center of corruption. In Nigeria corruption

has for setting, lagos city.

In No Longer at Ease, corruption seems to have no solution.

Chinua Achebe is aware of the enormity of the problem and thinks
that it is the new elite's duty to bring the reform if it is to
come at all. He presents Obi, one of the members of the new elite

prosing the first step on the matter. He is proposing alternatives

to the solution: ’
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Where does one begin? With

the masses? Educate the masses?

He shook his head. Not a chance
there. It would take centuries.

A handful of men at the top.

Or even one man with visions

an enlightened dictator. People
are scared of the word nowadays..
But what kind of democracy can
exist side by side with so much
corruption and ignorance?

Perhaps & half-way house - =z sort
of compromise. When Obi's
reasoning reached this point

he reminded himself that England
had been as corrupt not so

very long ago. He was not

really in the mood for consecutive
reasoning. His mind was impatient
to roam in a more pleasant landscape. 27

The important thing to note here is that the solutiorn is not easy
to find. Obi notices that after all corruption is universal.
Therefore, he thinks he should not care very much z2bout it.

Then we see that the problem is going to remain an obstacle

to the development of the country since the new generation is

not morally strong enough for fighting corruption. Obi does not
want to be absorbed by the affair. He wants to get rid of this
trouble. Through Obi, the weaknesses of the young educated people
are stressed. On their turn they do like their elders, accepting
bribes without shame. Democracy is far from being achieved in the

so-called independent countries.

Nazareth Peter is criticizing the new leaders who are
far from being better than the colonizers. To do that, he uses

the following terms:
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Then came the shattering

discovery -that given the
circumstances, the problems,

and the opportunities, their
leaders could be no bvetter,

no more humanist than imperialists
they had replaced and sometimes
even worse. And with this discovery
over and over again, we find
disillusionment and despair,

an inability to any break in

the vicious circle. 28

Today the system of corruption is still operating
in many countries, more pronounced in some than in others.
Anyway, although it is not easy to put an end to the practice,
it should be faught with vigor. Some optimistic people such as

Nazareth Peter even believe 'in its end. He says:

Corruption is still at work
in Africa ard until it comes
to an end, most of the important
African writers will continue
to struggle against its forms
‘and weapons. They will try

to reflect the reality of
exploitation and take steps
towards ending it so that
people can have a home coming.
The struggle continues. 29

In the novel No Longer at Ease Achebe has satirized

the Nigerian society which is collapsing and whose failure is
caused by his own people. The white man is no longer the main
cause of problems in Africa. He shows that after colonization,
life is not simple. It is even more complex than during
colonization. Therefore, he iginviting young Nigerians to be

aware that reform must come from them.

Achebe does not write for the sake of writing. He is

a committed writer. He has the mission of educating. He is the



teacher whose pupils are young Nigerians. On this point he makes
an appeal to the young Africans to be aware of the problems

that African writers raise in their novels. He advertises them
to open their ears to what they are writing and act favourabtly
because they are the audience the writers are addressing.

In en article entitled "The Novelist as Teacher" in African Writers

On African Writing, Chinua Achebe writes what follows:

I am assuming of course, that
our writer and his society
live in the same place.

I realize that a lot has been
made of the allegation that
African writers have to write
for European and American
readers because African readers
where they exist at all are
only interested in reading
text books. I don't know if
African writers always have

a foreign audience in mind.
What I do know is that they
don't have to. At least 1
know that I don't have to. 30
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CHAP. II. TEE HERO AS A TRAGIC FIGURE.

We call a tragic hero in a literary work a hero whose

actions lead him inevitebly to failure. Hie life seems to be

/L{,»w g [ -
a fatal one in which the individual is seen as unable to daﬁ; %
s T A
otherwise. He cannot stop the course of events that overtake

. . . o . Soed
him and he is led irresistibly to his decline. Someone says:

For tragedy implies the working
out ir men's lives of a rigorous
fatality that transcends the
individual's ability to comprehend
or to arrest its pre-ordained
course of events. I

The events seem to have bteen organized in such a way that the
outcome of the situation must be terrible. Very often a tragic
kero ends in death, either physical or moral. In many cases
he inspires pity and fear to the audience. Pity is felt for
the human sufferer since he is one like ocurselves and fear is

experienced at his fate.

No Longer at Ease presents Obi, the hero of the novel

as an individual whose principles are of a great value but whose
destiny is that of failure. Obi is a modern man and his story
comprises a modern tragedy. The main action of the novel begins
with Obi's return from England where he recently completed his
B.A. degree. Filled with idealism, Obi is determined to rid

his country of corruption and create a2 new and better nation.

At the very beginning we are presented with the tragic situation
that had attracted the whole population beceuse the event was

a particular one. Obi is presented on trial. The novel begins

in the following terms:

For three or four weeks
Obi Okonkwo had been steeling
himeelf against this moment.
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ey

And whenr: he walked into

the dock that morning he
thought he was fully prepared.
He wore a smart palm-beach

suit and appreared unruffled

and indifferent. The proceeding
seemed to be of little interest
to him. 2

The author places the reader towards an accomplished situation
which is a tragic one. The protagonist has been arrested for

a wrong thing he has dore. Now he is on trial. We assist to

the consequences that must follow any tragic error. Obi's error
earns him imprisonment. Like in many tragic situations, the hero

of No Longer at Ease inspires pity for his suffering.

When analywing the reasons for Obi's failure one finds
that he failed because he did not respond to his people's expecta-
tions. Obi was a man irn whom his people had great expectations.
They paid him an expensive education because they thought his
education would give a successful output. He is a social property
and therefore his value depends upon the perspectives in which
his society Jjudge him. It is why it was not easy to live apart
from what his community was. We see him trying to be different
from it but anyway he is obliged to fall on the steps he despised
before. He lacks strength to sustain his ideals and to live on
his own expectations. Instead of living his life as an individual,
he realizes that he lives in a society and that he should act
according to it. However, even if he ends by joining the common
life of his people, he is rather no longer at ease. Ee is full

of regret, he is in an impasse- situation, in the indecisiveness,

e

]

irresoluteness and whatever he does does not please him. He is in

‘a desperate situation, a tragic one.

Furthermore, no one can understand him. He even lacks
self-understanding. That is why he is remorseful. On his trial,

Obi betrays himself by his attitude. When the judge says,




- 38 -

I cannot comprehend how & young

man cf your education and brilliant
promise could have dome this."...
Treacherous tears czme into Cbi's
eyes. le brought out & white hand-
kerchief and rubbed his face. But
he did it as people do when they
wipe svweat. He even tried to smile
and belie the tearts. A smile would
have been quite logical. All that
stuff about education and promise
and betrayal had not taken him
anaware. He had expected it and
rehearsed this very scene a hundred
timee until it had become as familiar
as @ frienci_,_“3

This quotation shows 0Obi as a betrayal. He betrays his society

and himself. He knows well what his people expect from him but

he acts unfavorably. The fact of smiling and weeping at the same
time shows us his indecisiveness and regret. On one kand he knows
that he has been wrong with his society but on the other hand

he considers that he was obliged to behaveng ggé §:£her he did it.
He is in an ambiguous situation and he does not know what to do.

He goes on taking bribes until he is caught and it is when this
supreme moment comes that he is aware of the seriousness of his
wrong doings. He seems to condamn himself. Obi's affairs lead

him to failure and we are presented hinm in conflict with his fiancée,
his family, his trite and the law as well as with his own ideeals.
His end is a tragic one of modern tragedy. It is a modern tragedy
because it happens in =a moderﬁ world, among modern young men with

their ideals opposed to the elders'conception of life.

In order to snalyze systematically how Cbi's issue is
a tragic one, let's begin with what he was expected to be for his
vreople. EBecause Umuofians see their future in Cbi, they manage
to give him what they judge to be the best education. They pay

him studies though they are expensive, provided that their objectives
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should be achieved. Obi's success is observed very early. We can
even say that it begins with his birth. Obi's birth gives satis-
faction to his parents who haed given birth only to girls before
him. We are told that when his father saw that he had already
four daughters and no boy he was becoming a little anxious.
Unfortunately, being a Christian convert, he could not marry

a second wife. He was not happy but he did not let sorrow appear
on his face. Nobody could see his pain. After the four daughters,
Oti was born. It is said that his full name is Obiajulu which
meant that "the mind at last is at rest." This mind talked about
is his father's. Those are circumstances that show Obi as an
individual of great hope for his parents. Then he reccrded many
successes during his childhood. He was a clever pupil at school.

It is said that,

At the age of twelve he had
prassed his Standard Six
Examingtion at the top of
the whole province. There-
fore he kad won a scholarship
to one of the best secondary
schools in Eastern Nigeria.
At the end of five years

he passed the Cambridge
School Certificate with
distinction in all eight
subjects. He was in fact =a
village celebrity and his
name was regularly invoked
at the Mission Sckool where
he had once been a pupil. 4

,In this statement one can see Obi's increasing success. He becomes
a "village celebrity" and this implies that he is a promising
figure for his community whose principle is to act for collective
interest. Individualism in Umuofian society did not work and to

act against the community's wish is to fail.




Nigerian society like all other colonized countries
were convinced that Western education was the best one which
could provide students with all the necesgsary material to solve
problems of their native countries. That is why Umuofia does
what it is able to do in order to send Obi to study in England.
It is not easy for them to get a scholarship for Obi but they

manage.

Six or seven years ago
Umuofians abroad had
formed their Union with
the aim of collecting
money to send some of
their brighter young
men to study in England.
They taxed themselves
mercilessly. The first
scholarship under this
scheme was awarded to
Obi Onkwonko five years
ago, almost to the day. 5

The quotation makes us be aware of the difficulties Umuofians got

to have Obi's scholarship. They sacrificed themselves to raise funds
to send Obi to BEngland for University training. For them, to send

a member of the Union is a great joy because they expect to get

a lot from him on his return. They are convinced that after his
learnings Obi will be a great personality who will help the
community to solve problems. Here, one can notice Umuofians'
weaknesses with regard to education. When they give 0bi the scholar-
ship, they heve an eye on their own interests: they ask him to

study law in order toc help them settle their land cases. They are
blind to the real purpose of education, seeing it not as a means

of developing the individual in accordance with his own aptitudes,
but as a tool to help consolidate the clan and its interest against
the claims of others. Their point of view about modernity is in-

consistent. They fail to realize that by educating 0Obi, they form




an elite who will need to live up to his status. He will see more

cleerly and will get the opportunity to acquire his own ideals.

Chi's going tc England caused a big stir zn Umuofia.
People gathered for praying fer him and giving him come advice
in order to warn him not toc fall in btad practices and act against
his community's will. The sdvice which is given him is seen in

Mr.ilkedi's speech:

"In times past," he told bhim,
"muofias would have reguired

of you to fight in her wars

and bring home humen heads.

But these were dayve of darkness
from which we have been delivered
ty the ©lood of the Lamt of God.
Today we send you to bring
knowledge. Remember that the

fear of the Lord is the beginnirge
of wisdom. fhave heard of young
men from other towns who went

tc the white man's country,

but instead of facing their studies
they went after the sweet things
of the flesh. Some of tlem even
merried white women.'" The crowd
murmured its strong disapproval
of such behaviour. A man who does
that is loet toc his vpeople. He iws
like rain wasted in the forest.

I would have suggested getting
you a wife before you lieave.

But tke time is toco short now.
Anyway, I know that we have no
fear where you are concerned.

We are sending you to learn bock.,.
Enjoyment can wait. Do not bve in
g hurry to rush into the pleasures
of the world like the roung antelope
who danced herself lame when the
mein dance was yet to come. 6
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When saying their farewells tc Obi, many of the guerts repeated
all the advice tha*t he had already been given. Everyone offered
whet he could get, to buy a vencil with, cr an exercise book

or a loaf of bread for the journey, & shilling there or a penny
there. Come of them even gave substantiel presents Tecause money
in that village was rare. Obi was the first to recelve a scholar-
ship. Through the society's behaviour towards 0Obi, one can nctice

the characteristic features of the traditional society.

Umuofian community was characterized by solidarity.
They like to help each other seeking ccllective interest. BEvery-
body brings his share to Cbi in order to ease his 1ife abroad.
The scliderity observed in Obi's case is not of mera kind but
it is a demanding solidarity. Obi is helped as much as possible
but orn his return ke has otligations to fulfil irn the profit of

his sceciety-

"KHemember you are tlhe one

and only Umuofia sorn to be
educated overseas. Ve don't
want to ke like the unfortunate
ckild who grows his first tooth
and grovws a cdecayed ocone. *hat
sort of encouragement will

your action give to the poor
men and women who collected

the money?" 7

Ancther characteristic of Uruofiarn traditiconal society
that we can record is the strength of beliefs ir ctwzdition.
In the advice tha~ Cbi's people give him, they insisted that he
should not break vwithk his customs and bteliefs. He should not
e involvea in pleasures ocutside his country “ecause they would
carry him away from tredition. More than all other things, he
was forbidden to rarry ocutside. All those pillars that the scciety

is bazsed on contributed tco Obi's iscolstion and travedy.



The isolation of tregic hero is of course one of the
elements that charscterize tragic situations. In all his doings
Obi has been isolated by other members of his scciety. Nobody
could welcome him in his actions. That is why we see him in
conflict with all the classes of his community. He walks alone
in khis ideals as well as in his sufferings. When he is caught
involved in corruption, it is stressed that nobody understands

the motives behind his behaviour.

Everybody wondered why.

The learned judge, as we

have seen, could not comprehend
how an educated young man and
so on and so forth. The Rritish
council men, even the men of
Umuofis, did not know. And we
must presume that, inspite of
his certitude, Mr.Green did

not know either. &

Because of the influence of foreign educstion Cbi moves
progressively away from the nature of his society. He gets ideals
that go ageinst his tradition. He even pretends a marriage with
g girl from an outcast tribe. This behaviour is going to be
sericusly oppused oy his parents as well as the whcele community.
On his return from England Obi is full of good prirciples for
his country which were important steps for a country fighting
for its independen.e and democracy. He is determined to oppoge
the practice of co.'ruption which constitutes & handicap to a
country‘which claime for justice, dignity and equality.
Ir addition to his principles taken towards his nation, he has
perscnal ideals. After having acquired a Western education he
thinks he is free ~o choose his wife. He knows thai the system
which makees Clara uansulitable as a wife is irrationel. He is
determined to marry her whatever would te his scociery’s positior
and even his parents'opposition. Thus, one can say that his
isolation did not take him anaware. He knew aquite well that his

ideals were going to be opposed seriously. Then Obi is morally
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cseparated from his parents anc his society.

Vhen Obi's fzther learns that his son isg going to marry
ar Osu, he cannot admit it. Even his Christian belaefs cannot
ellow him to bear in his mind such a thing. There is inconsistency
between Christian belief and Csu taboo held by Obvi s father.

His beliefs in tradition are stronger than his Christian beliefs.
When Cbi realizes that they are Christians and the» should not

worry about the ocutcast, his father replies:

Ve sre Christians, he sezid.
fut that ie no reasor to
rarry an Csu. My son, said
Ckonkwo, 1 understand what
you say. But this thing is
deeper than you think. 9

Talking abcut Clara's father he says:

I know him and I know his
wife. He is a good man and
a great (Christian. But Le
ieg Csu. 10

In Obi's father mind the fact of being Csu destroy: everv other
good thing. He gives the followine analogy sc that Cbi should

feel the dreadful weight of the case.

Neaman, Captain of tke host
of Syria, was a great man
and honourable, he was also
e righty man of valour, but
he was a leper. 11

He goes on saying:

Ueu i1e like leprcsy in the
minds of cur people. 1 beg
of you, my son, not to bring
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the mark of shame and lerrosy
into your family. If you ' do,
your children and your children's
children untc the third and
fourth generations will curse
your memory. L1t is not for
myself 1 speak; my days are
few. You will bring =sorrow

on your head and on the heads
of your children. Who will
marry your daughters? VWhose
daughters will your sons marry?
Think of thet my son. Ve are
Christians, but we cannot

marry our own daughters. 14

Iseac tries to make his son understand the seriousness of the
rroblem. Not only Obi's doing is going to be an individual's

matter but it also involves his parents zs well as the coming

generations., It ie 2 matter that is going to separate him and

his offepring from the rest of the society. That iz why his
daughters and sons will not find who to marryv. In fact, Obi's
father point of view is shared by any Itc men. It is an element
of tradition that everytody cares about. Then, he recorded the
opposition ¢of his mother, of Umuofian Progressive Jnion, of his
friends and evern the opposition of Clara. His mother says she
will kill herself if he marries an Osu. The members of Umuofian
Progressive Union are proud of QObi's success in winning =a
European education and are prepared to excuse him on the occasior
when hig behaviour does not conform to their opinieon of how

a "been-to" Nigerianm ought to conduct himself. Yet, while they
aspire to see Obi a modern man, they alsc expect him to honour
customs and tradition. They are shocked by his reluticons with
Clara an COsu. At the exception of Obi, 211 other p=ople,
traditiconel as well as modern were consciousg of the place tradition
fills in their society end were still feithful to it. Therefore,
Ovi was alone in his fightings. Clara herself who 1s ar educated
girl and who returns beck from her studies from Fnrland at tle

came time as Obi, does not believe in her marriage to a Tfree man.
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I can't marry you, she said
suddenly as Obi tried to kiss
her under the tall mango tree

at the edge of the swimming-
pcol and exploded into tears. 17

Cbhbi could not understand her btehaviour as a modern girl but she

argueg:

I am an Osu, she wept...
So you see we cannot get
married. 14

She shows that it is not possible not to teke into gaccount what
one's society is when acting. Joseph, who is a townman like Cbhi
himself, doces not understand his friend's behaviour and his
dealings with Obi's affeir reveals the ambigucus poesition in

which Ovi's Western education has placed him.

Look at me, said Joseph,
getting up and tying his
coverlet as a loincloth.

He now epoke in Inglish.

You know book, but this

is no matter for book.

Do you know what an Osu is?
But how can you know? In

that short gquestion he sszid
in effect that Cbi's mission-
house upbringing and Furopean
educaticon had made him =&
stranger in his countiry.

The most painful thing

one could say to Obi."I know
more about it than yourself,"

he said, "and I'm going to
marry the girl. I wzesn'<t
actually seeking your approval." 15

Joseph reeslizes that a country's beliefs are not something one
can change as he understande it. It is something deeper than that

and it canncot be read in books. Obi on his tehalf cannot understand
R S hmmmeR PR TRRG SR POREE. TRS oF fis PenAst cannbh uncerstand
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an educated man like Joseph who is still with such superstitutions.
That is why he is convinced to mc¢t personally and independently.

"Not ever my mother can stop me," 16 he smid. l'e thinks that,

1t was scandalous that in

the middle of the twentieth
century a man could be tarred
from marrying a girl simply
because her great-great-great-
greaet grandfather had been
dedicated to serve a god,
thereby setting himself apart
and turning his descerndents
intc a forbidden caste to the
end of time. Quite untelievable. 17

Heving adopted Western velues, 0vi believes that gn individual
has the right to choose his own wife. It is this +het brings

him into conflict with his parents and kinsmen. OLi's Western
education has made himr an individual bhut his peopl.e still adhere
toe communal values. It is this individualiem that brings his
isolation. Hie people attacn great importearice to kinehip ties.
This is reflected in their attitude when Q0bi was going to be
judged on nis error. The Union decided to ray for the services

cf a lawyer from their funde. "IFor, as the President pointed out,
a2 kinsman in trouble had to be saved, not blamed; angef against

a brether was felt in the flesh, not in tlre bone."1& Obi's
individualistic sttitude is summed up in the saying "Ours ie ours
but mine is mine®*19 to mean that he does not want any interference
in his private affairs. At the end Ubi'e dilemma liies in haviag

to make choice between the old values and the new,; between "oursg"
end "mine:" He was worked by this problem and any issue he mroposed
himself could not bring his happiness. He had a tragic end and

he is morally deteriorated. With his great princisrles at the
beginning, Obi, who thought to please everycne, did not plesse
anybtody efter all, and he ie rather criticized by everybody.

His principles led him to his professiocnal, sccial and moral
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declines. His idesl position which was unsound in the context

cf the society he lived could do nothing else thawi to destroy

him and isolate him.

We caen also say that Cbi's tragedy tekes roots in the

fact that his so-called patriotiem is only a sentimental indulgence

cultivated in moments of loneliness while he was living abroad.

His principal cel.l is to rid his country's public service of

corruption. He likes to think that he has a consistent thecrv

of how to cure the country of this evil.

Blindness that characterizes any tragic case is str=

in QObi's theory.

8]
mn

-sed

He attributes the moral and sociasl ills of kis

country to backwerdness. The author describes the naivety of

his theory as follows:

Obi's gttitude is

as long as he has

TLike in

tragic process is

on the herc's parsz

Cbi turms to be a

failure.

Cbi's thecry that the public
service of Nigeria would
remain corrupt until the old
Africans at the top were
replaced by young men from
the universities wasg first
formulated in = paper read
to the Nigeriaen Student's
Union in London. But uanlike
most theories formed by
students in London, this one
survived the first impect

of home coming. 20

only superficial. He objects to corruption ouviy

encugh to live on.

any tragedy, Cbi's false step which sets the
consciously undertaken but withcut any irtention
of bringing about =he evil restlt which followed.

tragic stature because he did not forsee his
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We can assume that his tragic end is more the result
of humer failing than the working of fate and we cen identify
curselves with the hero for he reminds us of ocur humanity.

His failure is not a particular one, it can be considered as
universal. Moreover, dealing with the universality of tragedy,

Muller asserts thaw,

Tragedy is =z universal literary
form simply because of the
permanence 2f the inescapable
tragic fact of human life:

the eternal gap between aspiration
and achievement. 21

Obi represents a human being who fails under his weaknesses.

In his doings Obi'e weaknecsses are stressed. e is a man who
cannot sustain any sort of effort. Even minor probl=2ms, instead
of strengthening him carry him irresistibly to a point of
dissolution. Ee turns out to be a men with a narrow sense of
values. His weakness of character is reflected in his inevnt
handling of his human relationships and of his material problems;
he is an individual with no sense ¢f order, whose i-acapacity

is contrasted with the strength of character of his Ffellow
Umuofians who managed to make sacrifices for a man who turns

out to be weaker than them. Obi's downfall was mainly the result
of his attempt to live a half-hatred life in a socisty where

he might have been neroically committed to reform, or have
survived by accepting to te part of the social corruption.

Obi failed to take =2 fixed position. His principles should sound
well in a modern wcrld but he lacks courage to sustain them.
Because of financial and emotional problems Cbi is Yorced to
compromise his idezls. He abandons his girlfriend, descends intc
britery and is imprisoned. Hie submission on the issue of Clara
and his subseguent setrayal of her opened the wide road to his

moral decline. Be kriows what is right, but is unable to stand up
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for it. When his “inancial troubles begin he lacke initiative.
He can do nothing eslse than azllowing events to overtake him

and compromise hie principles. In No Longer at FEases, Achebe

is satirizing the ideals of the elites who do not stand their
ground when they are faced with real life situaticns. That is
what carries their failure. le stresses the inability of the
new generation of educated Africans to resist temptation and
abide by their principles. Obi is a man torn between two sets
of values and the result is a tragic one, which shows his
spiritual disintegration. He represents an inadequate stature
of the hero. He is a pathetic figure without anyv grain of

nobtility. lle is a passive sufferer of his fate.

Obi's tragedy arises in the fact that he lacks a moral

courage to support his intellectual assesment of the situation.
At the beginning he resiste the sayings sbout his affair with
Clarse but later when his mother =says she will kill herself i
he marries an Csu girl, sheer terror replaces moral resolve and
the retionalizaticn process which is to prove his undoing begins.
The core of the ncvel is the moral dilemma in which Obi finds
himeelf and it is this dilemma that will prcduce his tragedy.
His ideals, thougl naive they mayv be and even if they did not
take inte full account the practical realities of the public,
political situation, it should be at least personally viable
and could prevail if his moral strength were sufficient. In

fact his ideal about the conduct he should aaopt i his society

is morally sound and it was wise to sustain it if it was possible.

Imiring his first days when he arrives in Lagos, conming
from England, Obi shows a certsin conviection in what he is

fighting for. Ee is against corruption and everywhere he see

6]

such a kbehzviour te criticizes it severely. Cr his boat from
England he already reproches a voung man for asking taxes on

travelling baggageg without giving any governrent receipt.



Tater, on his first trip to Umuofia the driveyr of che lorry
=Y p@liceg;ayi a8 o means of }"L&'\?in{a‘ his certificate of

cccepted. Obi, zppealled at the complicity of

the police ir the affair, is zcorned by the driver and his

fellow passengers!

The driver's mate was approaching

the other policeman. But just

as he was about to hand something
over toc him Cbi lcoked in their
direction. The policeman was not
prepared to take a risk; for all

he mew Cbi might be a C.1I.D. man. 22

Chi's ook is suspected becmusge it ils & oritical Lok and a
re_proaching one. It condemns the policeman's attitude of being

interested ir taking bribes and let wrong things passe.

n his turn, Cbi records different temptations in bribvery
and resists some ¢f them. First, Mr.Mark tries to 2ribe him when
asking bhim to srrenge his sister's affair about her scholarshin.
tfter considering thet trivalism could not caryry a:yv help in
the esituation, Mr.Mark tries with britery but even this time it
ig dr. vain. Till thet moment Ovi is =till Ffaithful to his okisrstives.
His first weakness in the matter of corruption is observed on ni-

meetinge with Elsie Meark when he accepts to sleep with her in ~rler
to allow her appesar towards the members of the board whickh deal
with offering scholarships. Then comesg his affeir with Clara. whish
is follewed by material problems of different kinds. Therefors,

he suctumocs to corruption. e goes on taking bribes here and there

until he i=s caughi and imprisoned.

fet, ever if we consicder thet human vweesk recses operate
gt high degree in 0bi's case, we carn confirm that

ts role, too, in the matter.

e, whkhiech seems %o

i
tregic situation, is present in our hero's life. I: No Lon

—
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it im difficult to zscape the impression that fatal clrcumstances
ere worxing againet the hero from the bveginning , and that what-
ever he may do he is in some sense a doomed man. The course of
events in Obi'e 1ife seems to have been crgarized in such &
way that he ie inevitably prepered to failure. Une can think
that depstiny is working with him, preventing him from success.
The fmet of succurbing to corruptiorn and being causht at th.e
same time, and on the other hard the break with his fiancése,
focllowed by the death of his moither, seem tc have been arranged
by a preveiling force that Cbi ignored in his lifs. The force
of fate ie not only talked about in one ncvel bty Chinua Achebe,

but it is strongly felt in Things Fall Apart, too. Okonkwo,

the hero of the novel, is a mar whose acliievement has been

heroic. He a’most reaches the summit of his ambitiorn to hecome

ore of the lords »f the clan, btut his destiny is ctherwise and

1e Cca

[

rn have rnc other end than a tragic one which culminstes ir
suicide.

Like in all tragedies, both in Chi's case as well oz
in Ckonkwo's one, the protagonist's actiors are fcund to have
consequences the cilreet orposite to what he mesrt or expected.
Obi expected to have & successful end. He thought that with his

actione he was going to show that it was possible to bring

0y

better change in kis ccuntry. lie wanted %o appear = determined

man with strong peresonzlity who was zble to stand for his principles
on one hand in fighting corrupticn, on the other hand in marrying

g girl of his choice. The result was Just the oppoeite of what

he expected. He wazs corrupt and 4id nct marry the zirl he loved.

In Tkings Fell Apart, what Okonkwo achieved was not what he exmected

£11 kis 1life long Okonkwe's dream was to be & greizt man, courareous
arid konourable bul ke ende in cowardice ond diskhonour. In hanging
himsgelf, ar abomirsted form of death, he earned Ffo. himself a

dishonourable burisl like his

31

7l

sther Unoka, the thirg he had

o

gsought all his 1lif=2 to avoid.
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Sufferirg is inevitsable in eny tragedy. Uhi's case
ig not the leest teo involve suffering. In his life he has
recorded meny events that make him suffer. The circumstance
whick illustrates the moet his suffering is the death of his

mother. It is =zaid that "Obi had been utterly prostrated by

1 A

the sheock of his nother's death."23 A4 little befors this event,
it was not with ezse that he had decided to breek with Clare
his fiancée. Thus. hies mother's death deepened the sorrow he
had felt when losing hie girlfriend. Lis sufferings are both

moral and vhysical.

He suffers morally because he is in conflict with «11
scecisl classes buti particularly with bkis mother. Wien she says
that he will have her blood on him if he marries an (Csu, Oti
loses all his strength. It is the beginning of his real and
greatest crisis in his life. He feels he cannot go against
his mother's worde though he knew guite well that she would
not btehave otherwise on such a matter. The following citation

illustrates well lis moral suffering.

His mind wae troubled not
only bty what had happened
but alsc by the discovery
thet there was nothing in
him with which to chellange
it honestly. A1l dav he had
striven to rouse his anger
and his convictiorn, but he
was honest encugh with him-
self to realize that the
response he got, no matter
how violent it sometimes
eppeared, was not genuine.
It came from the periphery
ard not the centre, like the
Jerk in the les of a dead
frog when a currert iz aprlied
to it. #4
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Obi does not want to hurt his wother'é heart. lie suffers morally
because he does noct krow what to do. e cdoes not want neither

to szbandcon Clara ror to lose his mother. Anyway, he had to choose
either hie mother or his fiancéde. Finally he preferred his mother
to his girlfriend, but it was not without sorrow trat he abancdoned
the letter wko was then in a critical situation siace she was
pregnant. “hus, tle only solution was to fird a dostcr who would
perform an aberticm. On her way with the doctor to the place

where the operatice was going to happen, Ubi suffered very muci.

i

"He wanted to rusk cut of his car and shout: "Stop, let's go and

oG

get married now," but he couvldn't and didn't".<? The supreme

emotiocnal gufferinge he undergoes comes with his mother's des’:.
His suffering on this event was so much that he became dispiritaa

and inert.

Oti's moral sufferings were not only the result of the
loss of persons he loved, but his financial problems troubled his
consciousness very much. Ve have already seen that Cbi's affair
with Clara put him intoc conflict with Umuofian Frocressive Union
which had paid hiwm 2 sckolarship. After Fkis studies, Obi got =&
job very scon. He was a Senior Civil Servant and raceived & car
advance. In egidition, he received sixty pounds ocut®it allowance.
Yet, all those things were not presents, he was going to repay
them & little later. Beside those debts, he had to pay back
the loan he receivaed for lhis scholarship. 4t the baginning., on
Ubi's reguest, the U.T.U. agreed to give him four months before
he started to pay it. ss socn as the president begsn to ask Cro
about his project with an Csu girl, 0bi got very angry and refused

to listen tc him. e even broke his negotiations.

I zm not going to listen

tc you any nore. I take tack
ny request. I shall ctari
paying yvou bwack at the end
ef this mor.th. Fow, this
minute! Fut den't you dare



interfere in my affsalrs
sgain. And if this is whet
--ou meet sbout, he said in
Yho, you may cut off my two
legs if you ever find them
here again. He made for

“he door. 26

The breask with U.FP,U. caused him some moral sufferings. To start
to payv back his loan &5 goorn as he was engsged could not be done
eaeily. One might ssk himself how (Cbi would manage to do it
congidering that beeide this, he had many other obligations.

Cn one hand,; Okl hed to pay twenty pounds every morth to the
Unicn. ¥ith the amogunt that remsined, Lt vwas impossible to him
10 pay his insurance, his electricity bill, hie income tax and
the instalmenis on his car. Un the other hand, considering that
he was en educated man ard a townman, he was convinced that he,

. L
should represent what he was., Just when Obi arrived in Tagos
from England, he seemed to be less interested in luxury. U.F.U.
was agreed that he should have a place at & hotel but Cbhi did not
stay there longer. le preferred to jcin his friend Joseplh im
g dirty corner where they shared only one room. Vhenm he got =
job and a ear, he conceived life in a different way. The ides
of material comfortv grew in his mind. He was convinced he should
be atle to vpay whatever was necegsary fTor a good life in town.
Confronted with fimancial problems, he began to nesvociate loans
from the bank to regularize some situamtions. Then le tried to
reduce what he used gt home. For instsnce, in order to keep low
his electricity ©till, he recommanded his stevward that instead
of lighting every switch in the flat 1it two bults, the ruvle ir
future was going tc be one switch, orne bulb Having delt with
lamps, he came to he water-hester and told his steward that the
water-heater must 1ot be turned orn arvmore. fe decided to have
cold baths. HBe ever reduced monev for his ration. Inspite all

those measures he tcook, Cbili was still suffering morsally. Bven
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Fis visits to his Family were still rare for financial reasone,
because he must give something to his peonle if he decided to

gc home,

To home people, jeave meant
the return of the village toy
whe had made good in the town,
and everyone expected to share
in kis good fortune. 2€

When his affeir with Clara failed, he was obliged to
provide money for making an abortion. e had not any cther mesns
than to borrow it from gomecne. EBvents that reguired money over-
whelmed him and he was unable to overcome all of them. On the tow
of it &ll ceme his mother's death. He sent all he aould find for
her funeral but it was said that she deserved a hetter funeral
than she got. Nobody could urnderstand thet Obi could lack monew
to do that. He was severely criticized. Pinally, demoralized and
unable to take any other convinient attitude when Tacing the
circumstances, Obil is seen taking bribes. e will repeat the scen:

many times inr order to resolve some of his problems. For instances,

he tock fifty pounde from a man who wanted his son's scholarshiov
and with that amount he weas able to pay off his bark overdraft
and the detrt he borrowed when paying the doctor. Then one dajy

he was caught takisg twenty pounds and his tragedy was real.

He wag imprisconed. In prison his sufferings are bo*th physical and

moral.

The sufrTezrings of characters in tragedies are followed
by the reccgnition of the erro:r. At the end, Cbi racognized hies
error. llis theories were more idealistic than realistic. He found
that the society he lived could not allow him to win in his
principles. In fzmcei, his srror was thaet hie ideals denanded = mcral

strength that 0bi was urnazble to provide. Cbhi ie this kind of idea

'_.I

list

vho save: "Give me a2 place to stand and I shall mose the ezrth.” <



His downfall resulte in the fact that he did not realize early
that such & place does not exist. It is only after bis sufferings
that he finde ocut that, "we all have to stand on the earth itself

end go with her at her pace."29

Tragic situations leave the zaudience not depressed, but
relieved, even exalied. They inspire him some emotiones. Some critics
say that the emotionn Obi inspires is not pity but aniipathy.

In my point of view, I join Achebe who invites pity on Obi'sg
failure. Obi presents some strong points ir his personality.

He is able to articulate the ambiguities of his position and
determine his conduct, both personal and professionzal. le is
conscious that his society needs the intervention of young
educated men to achieve its democracy and he is comscious that

he is appeslled to give his contribution. He knows that the walk
he is going to operate is not easy, but he has the courage to try
and see where it can take him to. He differs from thise around
him who either do not recognize inconsistencies in their behaviour
or if they do, are not concerned to evaluate these inconsistencies

nor relate tc their versonal beheviour. In No Longer at Ease, we

are presented with different people who are used to =sking bribes
but among all of them, noﬁne except Obil recognizes that what he
is doing ie wrong ard regrettable. They rather try to always
justify their behavizur. On their contrary, Obi knows his weak-
nesses. That is why we see that he is remorseful in lie doings.
We cannot deny that ©bi is a failure but we can at lsast congra-
tulate him on the choice of good principles and the ssteps he haa
reached. We feel pity for his failure because Obi's weaknesses
have a character of universality. He has been victim among many
guilty people. Pity is felt for the human sufferer, :ince he is
one like ourselves. Obi's acte are not as cruel as those of

Okonkwe his grandfatihier, the herc of Things Fzll Apaix . Although

Okonkwo has beer. & character of intense individualits, whose fame

rested on solid .persovnal achievements, his tragic en:t insgpires
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antipathy. The end ia suicide is a sign of the greatest form of
cowardice that can exist. After death nothing remairs. There can-
not be anymore hope. His killing himself rubs all good things

he had done when he was alive, and nobody can tolerate such an
end. They say it is an sbominstion for a man to take his own life.
The emotion we feel towards such a coward mans is mors antipathy

than pity.

Fear is another emotion experienced at Obi's fate. It ie
in human heture that we are all afraeid of deasth. A human being with
humen feelings cannot be inert to the death of Obi's mother that
took place just after having abandored his girlfriend. Everybody
is afraid of the circumstances and identifies himsely with the
sufferer. lLater, we feel fear toc, when Obi is imprisoned. Prison
is something everybody fears. Thiszs fear is proved bty the fact that
some people try to escape from prison when they have been caught.

Life there is painful.

A1]1 his life long, the protagonist has bteen governed by
fear of feilure. Every time he declines in evil, he is not aguiet.
While taking bribes, he shows a certain hesitaetion. Vhen he accepts
a bribe from a man wio wants his son's back-door entry to schoiar-
ship awards, his fear in doing such a thing is stressed in the

following words:

The wad of notes lay where

he had placed it for the rest
3f the day and all night.

Jbi plaeced a newspaper over

it and secured the dcor.

"Thig is terrible!" he muttered.
"Terrible!" he said aloud.

le woke up with a start in

che middle of the night and

e did not go to sleep again
for a8 long time afterwards." 3C



Cbi is afraid of teing caught and his consciousness is still

working him after his act. Even if he repeats the sczne many

times, he does not manage to be eccustomed to these things.
Though he thinks he is determined to take bribes, he is never
happy and his irrescluteness remains until he is caught. His
attitude towards the sum which brings his condamnation involves

temptation.

The money lay on the table.
He would have preferred not
to look in its direction,
but he seemed to have no
choice. He just sat lcoking
at it, paralysed by his
thoughts. 31

Obi feels fear for the consequences of his act. The scene which
describes his arrest illustrates well this atmosphere of fear in

which Obi appears.

There was a knouck at ‘the docr.

e spreng to his feet, grabbed
the money and ran towasrds his
bedrocom. A second knock caught
him almost at the door of the
brdrcom and transfixed him there.
Then he saw on the floor for the
first time the het which his
visitor had forgotten, and he
breathed a sigh of relief.

Ee thrust the money into his
pocket mnd went to the door

and opened it. Two pesvle

entered - One was his recent
visitor, the other a complete
grranger. "Are you Mr.Okonkwo?"
asked the stranger., 0Obi said yes
i1 a voice he could hardly have
racognized. The room vegan to
swim round and round. The strange:
vwas saying something, but it
scunded distant ~ as things sound
t2 a man in a fever. He then
searched Obi and found the marked
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notes. He began to say some
more things, invoking the
name of the Queen, like =
District Officer in the bush
reading the Riot Act to an
uncomprehending and delirious
rob. Meanwhile the other man
used the telephone ocutside
Obi's door to summon a police
van. 32

Fesr is evident in this gquotation. We car even say that Cbi is
terrified. H2 does not know which attitude to take. He seems to
be out of self-ccntrol. Fear dominates Chi's personelity and all

his hesitations are its manifestations.

Obi is 2 tragic hero whose traegedy proceeds from modernity.
He is an educated man and an elite who, under the influence of
Western education wants to clean in his mind all <ld suverstiticns
and tc fight all evile that characterized his traditional society.
His downfall is rooted on one hand, ir the radicality of his
ideals which want arn abrupt break with tradition, ard on the

other hand, in his naivety in choosing principles which do not

i}

agree with realities prevailing in the community. He fails to
reglize that he wanted to make meet two opposed e~ds and there-
fore, should be careful in doing that. It would kave been wice
for him to walk both in the two worlds. Fe should find the
medium which could keep him with tradition without neglecting

to go forward in modernity.
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CHAF, III. 1aANGUAGH,

Tanguage is known as a means Of communicatron. It is through

it that people get i1to contact ard create relationships among themn.

It cen unite or separate people.

In Yo Longer at Ease, the sense of brotherliness takes an
external form in the sharing of a commnon language, asz Obi real

at an early stage in his relationship with Clara:

Hut ther ehe had spoken

in Ibo, for the first time,
as if to say we belong to
together; we speak the

same language. |

In sttempting to bride 0Obi, Kr.Mark addresses him in Ibve, toco,

toc establish the sam:s point.

langusge creates, maintains or ends relstionships among
people. Thus, we car say that the positive kind of lJunguage is the
one that brings peorle close together while the negative kind ains

at separating them.

In Me Longer at Bese, the writer's aim is not to seprrate

himself from his audience, ever if he is criticizing and commenting
on his society's way of living, under a satirical to..e. lie choosges
the satire btecause hz2 considers it as the strongest weapon to

denounce 11 evils in the scciety.

Irony, which is ore of the major tones of ratire is the
ckaracteristic wode »f the rovel. Througn the whole 1ork, the sut-or
uses irosny to ridiculize some manrers, behaviours, customs or heliers.
It ig used in particidlar orn the protapgonist's characrer. i ies =n

individual, bvt throaigh him, the zulhor oreserts s wicle gemneration,



whieh is one of young educated Nigerisns who grow in .nodern Nigeria.
Ohinus Achebe exposes. the problems of a developing country whose
people are unable to assume sny comimitment towards thoeir country.

£1lmost the whole scere is played by 0Obi the main character.

No JTonger at Ease gives an account of the guaality cof

contemporary Nigerian life. 1t gives an explicit comment on the
inheritance that bvoth the writer and his society received from the
colonial period. To do that, the language it uses 1is nalf tradistiorsl,

half modern.

The commor: exvedient of the ironist is to juxtapose two
or more contradictory or incompatitle objects, stateme=nts, ideag or

scenes. o Longer at Base 1f& full of contradictory id=zas and scerss.

Chi's thoughte involve contredictions. What he believas is opposed
to what he dces. The whole irony or him can bte summed up in the fact
that he chooses principles, then defends them but ends by succumbing.

The techrigue of oprosition is the most ironical and a
relevant form of & setirical style. The Fact of presevting two
opposed characters, =aggeets o positive aspect beside a negetive -cone.
1t is the remder’'s or audience's duty to detect what is wrong end

what is right. In No lLonger a2t Ease, the technique of oppositica

is frequertly used. Obi'e ideas are opposed to the ideas of ris
interlocutors. For instance, when he is discussing with his friend
Chrigtopher about the nature of bribverv, they take oprnosed positions.

Thne author comments tnat,

¥

whichever line Obhi took,
Christopher had to take
ine ovposite. Christopher
vas an economist from the
Tondon School ¢f Xconomics
aad he always pointed out
taat Obi's argumrents were
ok sed on fTactusl or
godentific analveis which
wis noet surprising since he
lad taken & degree in English. <
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Obi is not only oppesed to Christopher, but he is almost opposed
to 8ll the people he deals with. Every time the asuthnr opposes
two charscters, he wants to show what is gbod ard what is bad.
Sometimes his chéracters are chosen from different sgenerations

cr if they are from the same generation, one stande for his time
and the other for his elders. Although Christopher, Joseph, Clara
are wodern young pecple, they stand sometimes for tradition.

Yhen discussing Cbi's merriage, ncene of those young men sustain
him in his doings ard when he was caught taking bribes, nobody

understends the motives behind his =zct.

Through characters, the author shows what should be
faught and what shouvld prevail. Morecver, we have seen that
Achebe is & committed writer who has the role of teaching.

As = writer, he seele sclutions to all proulems of his society

ir imeginative form::. FHe wants his people to idenztify themselves

with the characters he presents , and be ashamed of their irresponsi-
pility in & country tkey should be commi ted. ke is satirizing

the viciousness of voung generatione who are eager of getting ==
much zs possible like their elders, and compromise tneir good
principles. To deal with this, irony is & sharp weavon the author
uses. Dbi'e wesknesses are ironized from the teginning to the end

of the novel. His principles are presented under an drcnic tone.

The author rutes it in the following terms:

Cbi's theory that the public
service of Nigeria would
remain corruprt until the old
Africans at the top were
replaced by young men from
the universities was first
formulated in & newepapevr
resd to the Nigerisn Utudents’
Urpion in London. !:ut unlike
most theories formed by
students in London, this one
survived the firgt impact

of homecoming. 3



Here is an ironic exposure of Obi's naivety and ignorance of the
real situation. His theory is a mere idealization formulated when
he was still abroad. When he arrived at the field the match was

going to teske plece, things turned another way and prevented him

from doing what he had intended to do.

The asuthor is ironic, too, wher he presents 0Obi, defending
hie principles. Obi attributes evils to backwardrness and believes

in the success of tle new generation because, according to him,

To most of them bribery

is no problem. They come
straight to the top without
bribing anyone. It's not
that they're necessarily
better than others, it's
simply that they can afford
to be wvirtuous. But even
that kind of virtue can
tecome a habit. 4

Christopher, his interlocutor, objects: "Very well put." and he does
not say more. One car have the ilmpression that Christopher approves
of what Obi says, but in reality the snswer involves a great irony.
It ig as if he wanted to stop Obi who wae going far in his wnaivety.

In fact, it will no= take him a long time to be invelved in bribvery.

On hie resurn from England, Obi seems to fight corrupvion.
Already on his way home, he gives the following remexrk to a boy who
is esking for money on travelling baggages without giving government

receipt.

If there was a policeman
here I would hand you
over to him. D

Here, irony arises in the fact that the police Obi vas wishing to

others, were called on his part.

———
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At the root of all irony is a contrast between what is
being said, impliied or suggested and what is actually the case.
Obi'e life ie full of contradictions. On his affair with an Osu
girl, one time we hear him saying that even his mother cannot
stop him, but later ne prefers to break with Clara. When he
decides to go and ask some advice to hig friend Christopher, the

latter tells Qbi:

YTou know, Obi, I had wanted
to discuss that matter with
wvou. But I have learnt not
o interfere in & matter
hetween a man and a woman,
especially with cheps like
vyou who have wonderful
ideas about love. 6

frony is clear here, too. Cbi is judged to have "wonderful idess"

he is unable tc realize. A little far he adds:

Zcu may say I am not broad-
minded but I don't think we
have reached the stage where
7e can ignore all our customs. [

This statement is not the least to involve irony. Chiistopher is

humble in self-judgement and this is a means used to criticize Obi.

Another case of contradiction one can notice is the fact
that Obi, who was intended to get a high salary, was corrupt because
of financiel problems. When he was engaged in the Civil Service,
people were convinced that bhe would no more encounter financial

difficulties.

Dbi even heard someone ask
what he was going to do

4ith the big money which
tovernment wculd give him. €&
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It is contradictory to realize that Obi suffers from financial
troubles, whereas his people believe that what Government pays

him is more than encugh.

The suthor uses a double irony to present Chbi's contra-
dietion in defining what bribery is. When he accepts to be offered
Miss.Elsie's body for her scholarship, he defends hiwmself arguing
that it is not an act of bribery. He turns to affirm that bribery

concerns only money. lie says:

You see, the difference is this.
"He paused.”" Let's put it this
way. No men wants to part with
nis money. If you accept money
from a man you make him poorer.
But if you go to bed with a
girl who asks for it, I don't
see that you have done any

narm. 9

There is @ double irony on Obi, who, on one hand succumbs to bribery,
end on the other hand, does not want to recognize his failure.
He tries to put things in his favour. By giving a wrong definition

of bribvery he is seeking to justify hie act.

Irony is produced on Obi's behaviour but sometimes he is
himself ironic in his speech; for instance, when he says that,
"The civil service is corrupt because of these sc-called experienced
men at the top."10 We have a double irony here, too. First, Cbi is
questioning the comyetence of 0ld leaders and this is done under
an ironic tone. Furthermore, he is himself subject to irony, because
hie statement is not true. It is going to te proved :chat ola peouvls
are not the only persons to be corrupt, but young Nirerians and
the elite show the same weaknesses.

It is undexr an ironic tone thet FMr,Green, Ubi's colonigl

boss, criticizes Africans, particulerly the educated ones, who are




according to him, useless and irresponsible. This is observed in

the following remark he gives to Obi.

It is people like you who
ought to meke the goverrnment
decide. That is what 1 have
always said. There is no single
ligerian who is prepared to
forgo e little priviiege in
the interest of his country.
From your ministers down to
your most Junior clerk. And
you tell me you went to
govern yourselves. 11

As an art of satire, the technigue of opposgition has been
Frequently used to criticize different socisl classes. BEvery time
the asuthor opposes two characters or two scenes, he wants the readexr
to admire what is right and despise what is wrong. It is not a fact
of haphazard that the two doctors Obi cornsults, are cwposed, one
being virtuous and the other vicious. The first doctor that Obi vieits
is the ideal person the author has in his mind. When Obi tells him

about the problem, he says:

I am sorry, my dear young wman,

but I cannot help you. What

you are asking me to do is

g criminal offence for which

I could go to jail and lose

my licence. But apart from

tnat 1 have my reputation

t5 safeguard - Twenty years'
practice without a single blot."1Z

By this guo tation we notice that the first doctor's fear is not only
rooted in the fact that he can be jailed, but more +than that, he
cares very much about hie dignity and honour. It is 0t the case

of the second doctor Obi comes to, who is & young an. very businessz-

like.

e
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le said he had no taste for

the job they were asking him

to do. 1t is not medicine,

ne said. I did not spend seven
years in England to study that.
However, I shall do it for you
if you are prepared to pay my
fee. Thirty pounds. To be paid
before I do anything. No cheques.
Raw cesh. What say you? 13

This quotation does =20t lack irony. The doctor says e is not prepared
for such thing; however, he does it. It is contradictory. He is a

glave of money which is more powerful than his personality.

The technigue of opposition hes been used to show the contrast
that existe between “lack pecple and white men when facing their
regpective duties. While white peoprle show great devi,tion in their
duties, black people are described as lazy people whs do not like
working. Thie is seen through the character of Joshuz, a messenger
from Umuofia, who works at Lagos. The president of U .P.U., gives

him the following remark:

You did not leave Umucfia four
nundred miles away to come and
sleep in lagos; there are enough
seds in Umuofia. If you don't
+ant to work, you should return
there. You messengers sre all
iike that. 14

The author is opposiag black people in general and Ibos in pariicular
to white men who are always busy. Mr.Green is a whits man who works
very ﬁuch in a country which is not his own. Here, tihez author -“s
satirizing the naivety of Africans who tnink that their independence
is to come from the zolonizer's hands. Cki believes tiat Mr.Green

is working for Nigeria's independence. When he observed that Mr.Green

worked so hard,



It reminded him of what he had
once read about Mchamed Ali of
Igypt, who in his clid age worked
in frenzy to modernize his country
hefore his death. In the case of
Green it was difficult to see what
his deadline was unless it was
Nigeria'e independence. 10

Ry thies gquotation Chinua Achete is satirizing the young Nigeriens
who are irresponsible ir the development of their country. le is

re proaching them to claim independence they doc not deserve.

The whole e2volution of the protagonist is described with
irony. The way Obi's departure, reception arnd trial are presented
inveolves a great irony. Each of these events was an uccasion tco
alert the populstion. It is said that, "Obi'e going %o England

caused a big stir in Umuofia."16 When he came back,

There were hundreds of people
at Obi's recevtion. There were
not enocugh cheirs for all of
them to sit on, ¢ that many
sat on their goat~-skins spread
on the floor. 17

Here, irony arises in the fact that Obi is considered as a very
important man for his community , but that he will not represent
what he was expected to be. The suthor is very ironic by the way
he presents (bi presenting his thanks to his people. He says tunat

when Chi was given %ne opportunity to talk to his pecple,

HHe thanked them for the
gacrifices thev had made

te send him to England.

e would trv his best to
justify their confidence. 1t
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Chi's triml does not lack irony, either. Yeople gather more for

curiosity than for louve. The author states that,

The case had been the talk

of Lagog for a number of

weelks and on this lsst cay
znyone who could possibly

leave kis job was there to

hear the judgement. Some

Civil Servants paid as much

as ten shillings and sixpence

to obtmin a doctor's certificate
of illness for the day. 19

The use of »roverbs in Achebe's works holds an important
plece. We have seen that Chinua Achebe deals especially with his
society and writes esgecially for it. Therefore, he uses a language
which is familiar to hise people; and for him and his society,
"vroverbs are the pelm oil with yhich words ;re eaten." Proverbts are
full of meaning and throughk one proeverb, a whole scene can be presented.
Those vproverbs are usually used to warn people not to fall in had
things or to make ther: bte avare that what they have done is bad.
Their aim is to educate or to correct. The president uses proverbs
to criticize bbi's acwions. For instance, when he learns that 0bhi
has been caught for twenty pounds he has accepted as & tribe, he

says:

It you want to eat a toad
yeu should look for a fat
ard Jjuicy one. 20

¥hen he was criticiziag the procedure Obi used to gather the bribe,

he 4id it by accounting "The proverb of the house rat who went
sWwimming with his frisnd the lizard and died from cola, for while

the lizard's scales kept bim dry, the rat's hairy body remained wet., "<’

This provert is a satire which involves sn ironic tone.



~J
N

When Ohi grnts finsnecial problems, some iroric proverts
are used to describe the situatiorn. EBecause c¢f the problems that
cverwhelm him, the auwthor sstirizes him sayirg that Ivo people
have devised a proverdb whick says that, "It is not right to esk
g man with elephantissis of the scrotum to teke on snpgllpox as well
when thousands of other people have not had even theilr share of
emall diseases.'"22 0bi is seen suffering very much from problems

that & man of his rark would not suffer.

Generally, to detect what is ironiec irn & literary work.
requires to be aware of the reslities on the state of things in the

world vou are arelyzing. In No lLonger at kase, this anelysis is

rendered possible berause the novel orens by what is the issue of

the story. It begins with the failure cf the protagonist. Therefcre,
evolving in tle reading, one is aware that 1l objectives and
embitions of the herc¢ are predicted to failure. That is why we can
easily find instances that are ironic in the work. For instance,

just from the beginning one knowe that Obi has been caught for having
accepted a bribe. Therefore, later, when he preterds 4o he agaiast
tribery and tries to resist Mr.Mark's temptation, one car notice

the irony with which the author presents the scene. When Clara asks
him zhbout his sttitude towards Mr.Mark who wanted to offer him a

Yribe, he save:

You think I should have
enncouraged him to talk
gbout bribing me? 27

Irory is real here. (bi who doces not like to hear people talking
sbout bribing ninm, will teke & bribe without any insistance of the

giver. What he says is proved to be just the cpposite of what he dces
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The language used in g Longer gt Fase is a language 07

satire which is different from the direct language . When the autnor

describes mscenes, he means more than the literary sense that is

produced on the written paper. He ig criticizing, commenting,

satirizing what is satiricel in his society. He does it by usiryg

irony, oppoesitions, proverbe which involve a satirical tone.

To understand what is satirical and ironical in hie work, the clever

reader should not concentrete only on the word form and its literary

meaning, but he has 1o read between lines.
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CONCLUSION.

O

Modern African writing has been concerned almost exclusively
with the reality of African life and few African writers of Englishk
expression have sought their thematic materisl outsice Africa.

Tnlike writers in some countrieg with similar coloniszl pasts,
African writers have not turned their back on their ow; cultures;
rather they faced the problems, end sought solutions for them in

imaginstive form.

In No Longer at Ease as well as in his other novels, Chinua

Achebbe has been concarned not only with the impact of colonization

on African values but elsc he assigns the task of re~education of
his society. We have already said that Achebe is not @& simple writer
who writes in order to entertain his audience or readers, but his
role is more than that. He is a committed writer whoie commit-ment

is to try to help his people recomnstruct their country by making
them aware of thie problems that Jjeopardize and progress. Thus, the
audience he is addressing is especially his people and not the foreign
reader. Achebe recognizes that ke is a teacher whose pupils are
young Kigeriaers in particular end Africans in general.. His assertions
of the educative rolas of the writer are summed up in the followingz

quotation:

The writer csrnot te excused
“rom the task of re-education
and re-generstiorn that must
e done. In fact he should
march right in front. For he
is after sll -~ as Hzekiel
Vrhalele gayes in his African
~mgge - the sensitive point
‘n his community... FYerhaps
shat I write is applied art
as distinct from pure. But
who cares? LArt is important
but so is education of the
rind I have in mind. |



The writer is especially eguipped to know in a sensitive way whet

is prominent in the minds, what are the most pressin;s concerns of

the people sbout and for whom he writes.

Part of Achebe's concern has been reconcil:ng the individual
with his cultural heritege on the one hand, and kis culture in =a

time of crisis on the other. In No Longer st Ease Achebe presents

an evolving society whose probleme are rooted inrn modernity.
Therefore, his task has been not only to show what was his society
before the com.ing o the white man but also to assert the rights
aend obligations which are conferred on the generality of peopl=

in contemporary socicety. He remarks that, for the past informs the
present; the writer, according to this, helps to establish values
and often assists & generality of people ir making a single choice
from many choices open to them. Ultimately in this respect, Achebe's
gquest has been to find in the aspirations of his contemporary society
new ways of re aching understanding in the light cf -raditional
values as they are confronted with the impasct of modern ideas.

In No Longer st Eagse he is concerned with individuals whose passions

and hkopes and fears =zre permanent in mankind.

Achebe's writing hees a claim to universality because it
offers & vision of l:Te which is essentially tragic, compounded cf
gsuccese and failure, imbued with an awareness of humen suffering
and the human capacity to erdure. Sometimes his charz.cters meet
with success nore often witl defeat and despair. His themes are
generally taken from the reamlities he observes in hie society.

They constitute the ﬁfagedy of everyday .ife and reprzsent the

human conditiori., The charscters he describes sre humssn beings with
possible human weasknesses which are seen as the charzcteristics of
humerkind. Yet, even if thcose weaknesses are a natur.l fact, in
human condition,., the; are cssociated with the effect of the prescnce
of Burope in £frice. He writes not only about the blesck man's weak-

nesses, btut alsu about the fate of black pecrle in a world progress-—

ively recrested by wiite men.
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4schele i esgentially a moralist, concerned with
considerationg of right and wrong ss they mre revealed by the
individual's responres t0o the circumstasrces which surround him.
The art of satire hes served him ss a weapon to criticize his society
by showing thet charge is possible and rmust be operated. By this
technigue he shcocws that the black man shkould not submit and say
that corruption cennot find any other sclution than to wait passively
for one's turn to est. He rather invites young Nigerians to te
consclous of the role they are asssigned in their ecountry and then
work herd to achieve democracy and modernity. They are appealled
tc use their own haerds to build & new ard better nation because

as he stresses it,

It is through the actions
of the new elite that reform
gwill have to come if it is

P

t¢ come at sll. <

Achebe ascis like & teacher adcressing his pupils. e raises

& problem for which they should find solution. In N¢ Longer at Tes

L

’

the proklem he deal: with is that of corruption which is observea

in ocld leaders ap well as in young Nigerians. In addition to this,
he presents the protlem of g¢onfliet between traditicn and moderrity,
as reflected ir the young educated men. He sticks tc the inability
of young Nigeriasne tc stand up and fight for better z2onditiors;
since they canrot avoid temptation and that traditicr overweighs

or. their conviction in modernity. Unlike in Things Fall Apprt whers

fchebte is concerned especially with kis traditional society,

No Longer at Easge deals with a contemporary MNigeria and its procblems

which sre in fasct tlhie problems of contemporary Africa in general.
mherefore, if e deals with Nigeria, he would like that othier

writers deal with other corners of Africa. He suggects what follows:



It is clesr to me that an
African creative writer who
tries to avoid the tig social
and political issues of
contemporary Africa will end
up being completely irrelevant
like that absurd man inr the
proverb who leaves his burning
hcuse to pursue a rat fleeing
from the flames. 3

Though the writer exposes the yrchleme facing contemiuorary Africa,

he does not suggest any solution and leaves the task to the reader.

Ae readers, we are invited to bring our contribution in suggesting
some solutions. Therafore, our suggestion is like this: education

of all social claeses is the most powerful means tha+ can bring
better conditions. Writers should go on satirizing the unheppy
realities they observe in their countries, for insta.ize, the practice
of corrupticn as it Ffills an important place in the novel under study,
and claim alwaye for change. By this way we can hope that, leaders
will be ashamed of wrong things they do and will adopt a more or

‘less honest way of living. Purthermore, the masses slculd not remain
pageive towards those evils. They must act anc denource loudly whkat
ig vicious in their :ountry. For instance, with regaid to corruption,
if all the masses were sble to refuse to offer any bribe, the practice
would be obliged to disappear. Young educated people on their side
should “ring their contribution since they are the most enlightened

in the way that lead:s to progrese. They should te conscious of =t

part they have in th: building of their country.
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