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n,TTRODUC'.rIOj\J.

I'Iany African \vri ters have bee!) COYlct2rned vi _,,- th t.beir

O.,ln societies e..nd v'~r:l few of' them have found ·t}'eir subjects

outside A:frica. 'I'hsj' have been interested in the hif tory of

their countries and are eager to show the effectE'; at' some grea.i:

events such as colonization on African societies. T:!',ey describE'

their -traditional sncieties and stress the changes that have

been operated durin~ and after colonization. In fact colonized

countries have been seriously affected by this event. They

witnessed the deter~oration of their traditional beJiefs and

customs which were Y'eplaced by another "ay of livinv introduced

by 'the white man. ']'he colonizer brought vIith him l'.in culture,

education and relig:'.on to a people known 8,,3 11 cultur~:less11 and

"uncivilized". In o~her words he brought civilizati~n ~o a

population which wan savage. However, the 2ituation in which

African countr:Les "Jo:!re during coJ.onizat:i.on and on tl,e eve of

their independ~mce \Ias far from being better thar, before.

Many vices arose with colonization and invade AfricETIS ,

prevent:ing tb.ern f'ro!.'! progress. The unhappy footprin't coloni-

zation left on the £frican ground is felt in tbe sa~irical

li tera'~·:..n·e produced by Af'rican writers :i.n the early ;Tears of'

independence of ~heJr countries. The sa~iy~ was dirFcted to thp

coloni:~er as well S.c" to the colonized. The colonize)" WBS sa tiri ~9 i

for his purpose of pxploiting Africa and Africans as much 8,2

possible. The colon:' zed was subject to 13at.irB, on or a h8,no l)ec:-ause

he C.ao-p tea the vdJi t~, man I s manne:r'f3 and ::n hi:::; turnL,,: exploi l c,d

hi.s brothers. On tl p other hand }',e was Eatirized fcn his lacl·;

of personali"cy whic:l' made him despise h:~s culture a.,,;c tradi tior
,-

and embrace L:he wh::' ";e man' 5 mentF-\.I.i-:y.

Nigeria r,ael become ,"uct before i t~3 independence w,hel nbtive

leader"" had al:r'eady acquired some reST1orJei',Jili tiel'} j n their hUl:ds.

C~inua Achebe expos~s the problems Modern Ni~eria fE~ed in its
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way to\li~,-rds democrac:;. Jre is denouncing the ne..li- J.ead"-jrn who are

eager to make themBe~ves as wealthy as possible whatever can

be t~e ~eans. Particular attention is put on younp educated mer

\V'ho are unable to as'~ume any kind of commit:nE'mt in order to

achieve Nir:erian ind,,;pendence. The story if3 centered on Obi,

the hero of the nove1 who is one of the elite aTld dOI:s not

represent any hope for the future of his community.

The style Achebe uses in No Longer at Ease is especially

satirical. He is a satiric writer who criticizes his society by

using same indi~idua~s who represent almos~ all 60ci&1 classes.

He condemns his society for its vices and claims for change like

all satirists. In whatever he says, he refers to an ~~eal but

this ideal is not easy to achieve as it is noticed b~ Fatrick

I'lUrra;y 'to be the caSt~ of any social satire when he s".ates that,

~ocial satire implies the
~ondemnation of society by
reference to an ideal, hut
this ideal is not one t~at

Gan easily be realized, if
~t can be realized at all.

Like in an~r satire, Chinua Achebe hes tr:e :.ntentioTl

of denouncing the ev~ls and vices of his society and this

denounciai:ion implier, a want for better conrti tiono. }'e finds

in trl8 use of sE.J,1;ire a means to correct the abuses 0]' his society.

Like all satil~il,tB,.,cnebe is a realistic eri+ic. He talks about

sad realities i:-1 a r~al world. His oubje{~t '''atter is :t"ound in

the everyday reali1:i f'S he observes around him and in t,be history
.~'. .

of his country'. He rosponds to the charB.(~teriBtic2, o:f many

satirists beceuse,

~he great majority o~ satirists
(~oncentrate their at-::entioYl to
·!ices and fcllies fOJ:' wLich men
-".re morally responsible fl.nd tr:at
~an be corrected. 2
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In ou ..- fi:r'nt chapter. we ere c'Jncer,-,€d wi t1, satire

about corruption. In fact on the eve of :\Jigerian indEpendence

corrupt.ion had becomp a part of everyday life. rl'hi~3 t',vil

brought about a vicious society where nothinp worked well.

People 'dere not estimated according to their merit and talents

but according to the personal point of view and own :;nterest

of the judge. In such a country, there could not be democracy.

Power belonged to t~e reinority who tried to exploit their

subordinated. vIe hav,~ a government characterized by :Fear in

which the masses had to accept the government that wn,s imposed.

Other evils that walk with corruption such as bribery, nepotism,

tribalism , incompet~nce and injustice will hold our attention.

~be second chapter intends to study the rero as a

tragic figure. In this part, we will focus our attercion on

what the factor=; of the hero's downfall ~,ere nrd we '·,ill

explair. why we consider him tragic. He will see that· the hero

had ideals he cQuld not realize because circumstance~ did not

allow him to act as ·.:.e would like. He is a m£m torn ':Jetween two

sets of' valuef3. The result is his spiritual desintef'l'Btien.

The hero's fall is t~e result of a practicel dissoci)tion

betweer the intellectual insight and his lack of moral

strength to E'llstain 'J.·t. Hi th hin good 11rineiples, ee,'kiYJ{"

to pleaEB everyone, ,)bi pleases ne one and ro one un,c. ers tand.:3

:for a moment the source and motive of his a.ctions. l-L is seex,

as a passive Bufferer of his fate and according to 8~me critics,

like Gerald MOORE, tne emotion Obi inspire6 is not p~ty but

antipathy.

Our third and last chapter will ~nalyze tha language

used in the nO'lel. I-c ie of course EJ langua,f'e that c:1aracterizes

the ,satirical EJtyle, l-t carries literary n:('c1 r}H~tor~_~al devicer:;

prop€:y to f:313tire. Irony, thf' technioue ef opposi'tior. and the UBe

of proverbs reflect the satire involved in the novel under study.
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IroD;\! :Le 'found in the evol.ution of t..he hero \·:1:0, }:LvirJf" ChOEH"~"

principles to follow, defends tl:em but erds in succumbing.

The supreme irony is that Obi is going tc be like the Land CE~1cer

and will take bribes like the old men he is denoun;ing. Iron.~

is tte characteristic mode of the novel. A cri ticidm about t;}~e

novel., :found in The Growth of the African" Novel ee.'TE'· that.

No Longer at Ease is characterized by
scintillanting co~edy, sophisticated
wit and subtlety of irony. 3

In our work ~e are going to exploit passages that involve irony

and show that. it :6 this irony that renders the no/el its satiri<.:al

aspect.

The technique of opposition is anot.her irr~ortant 6pvi~e

used in the novel to satirize characters, and through them, t}··

wholl~ Nigerian society. Every t.:i me the &1..1thor pres~mt.s two

positions on a point, a negative posi~ion beside 8 positiVE orE'.

The use of both of the two sides shows the writer's desire for

change ir t;he society he is de5cribing. No 1,0n,9'er _.i.rt Ease iie.

f'ull of opposi tions. Obi, U:e .I::.aro of the novel h£H3 a concepti or:

of life that oppoees him to his parents and friends. Obi stands

for modernity whiJe others are tradition&lists. Tb".~ author op~:)oees

modernists to traditional people, vicious persons TO virtuous

ones Bnd spirited men to irresponsible people. By those oppositions,

he "'18,nts the reader' to despise ,>,.,ha:t i~, bad and adwlre what is {<cod.

The techniq.le of ,pposi tion has been one of the b~ :c't means to

sa:tir:LzEl all evilf' and thereby ·to shc",' tb.e ideal the wri ter ha"

in his mind.

Proverb"," have an important roln iT] the a-r't of sn,tir C'.

Very often they are used to criticize, to acivertise or to pre~~~.

have :for purpose -\ 0 criticize tIlE,' pro1A:lgonist r s dOllnfall and to

teach the 1)Opulat:i.on to be carel'ul in what they de"
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Proverbs are the designated rr:eE,ns in snti rizing sO.'lethin/7

because the indirect message tIley carry is sharper than it i1:'1

in a direct language.

The end of our work will be a conclusion related to

what will have been developed in the three chapters, and we will

analyz:e the wri tei~ I s purpose in using a satirical style in his

work.
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CEAr. I, S.A~IRE ABOUT CU:hUYTIOlI.

Corruption is a good sutject for a satize since

tl:e latter deals Hi th somethin"" very cri tical. It always

suggests a c~ange because what is satirized is cOLtemptible

and negative. Since corruption is a negative prac~ice, it

is understandable that works dealing with it are ~ften satires.

Corruption is a common theml:! and an intEO)resting one

since it is ~nive~sal and is far from disappearin§. It is

a reali ty that ex-ists nowadays and which causes m~:t,ny problems.

It h~:JS been delt odth by many Africar~ writers, for instance,

Chin':.la Achebe in ~Jo IJonger at Ease and A Ean of tl e I'eople,

Gabriel Okara in .'~he 'Voice, Ayi Kwei Arm8h in The_J3eHut;v-ful

CrJes Are L:Jt Yet :dorn; Cyprian Ekwensi in Jag-ua Nl'ma and

People of the Cit~ Bnd Ngugi in The Black Hermit and Devil on

the Cross, to name but few.

The the~e of dorruption in African writings has

been widely talke1 about. Nevertheless what will .~ttract

our interest is t~e kind of corruption that took ~oots in

colonization and absorbed Africans on their turn.

In No L;:mger a.t Ease Cbir,ua Acbebe tack-'_8S the

problem cauE;Hd b;, corruption in Niperia j'JEt on tle eve

of its independer;ce. He shovls tbat the situation :_rJ itJhich

the society lived was not a promising one since c,rruption

went on gr01oJing, :::ontrary to what one would expec,.

~he situation waG critical because 811 people wit~out any

exception were invoJved in this vicious practice ~ith all

the evils it embojied.

Mr,Green, a European and Cti's boss rem~rks that

11 'l'he African if:' C~)TTUDt °throu>'!,~l and trroup:h 11
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:F'ur-rhermore he addu that "':J:'hey are Bll corrupt".

Eis observations are made with reference to Obi,

2

the bero

of the novel No Longer at Ease. Obi is an Ibo man who,

on his return from his studies in England, had for principles

to fight against all forms of corx~ption, incompet~nce and

nepotism. However, he ended by renouncing to his i~eals

because the force of corruption was 8tron~ly felt. Green's

affirmations show ~ow deep corruption is in Nigeria.

The problem is much serious for a ciev~loping country

considering that c.::lrruption affects the w}',ole soci ~ty

and in particular leaders who are at the top of ao""ernment.

The conversation Letween Obi and Christopher revea~s that:

mhe Civil Service is corrupt
because of these so-called
experienced men at the top,
said Obi.
You don't believe in exnerience?
You think that a chap straight
from University should be made
a permanent secretary?
I didn't say straight from the
eniversity, but even t.bat woul·'::
be better "cLar} filling our top
posts with old ~er wro have no
intellectual foundations to
support their experiences. 3

Those people designated to lead others a2B the mos~ mistaken

since t~ey mislead the population in b~d practices instead

of showing them geod examples. They do net fulfil ;heir task

because they lead the country not to its developme~t but to

its collapsing. In fact corruption is 8 ,great obstlcle for

a country which W8~tB to achieve its fulJ lndepenci~nce and

its c.emocra,cy. COT rt.lption is not proper to under-c:, :~veloped

COtlYltries ~ ~tt1t iE fOtlnd r;2tt!'~.ex· ir.. lJ.rldel"-dev-E:~loped '~ourJtries

1.-' .,
L' 1 ,'" seCl etJ, es E~ s well as in very ric~ ()i' .... e::. " ''''he T.'muofio
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Frogressive Union affirms t~at not only the AfricB1 is cor­

rupt but the Euro~ean, too. When the members of th~ Union

asked Obi if he h&8 not yet got a job, the conversation

reveals what follows:

Not yet. I'm attendinF an
interview on Monday.
"Of course those of you who
know book will not have any
difficulty, said the vice­
President on Obi's left.
Otherwise I would have
suggested seeing some
of the men before hand".
It would not be necessary
said the President, "since
they would be mostly white men".
"You tt~ink white men don't
eat bribe? Come to our depart~mBnt.

They eat more than black men
nowadays". 4

The quotation sho~s that corruption is universal. Uhite people

take bribes as wel.l as black men. Corruption does -'ot CO!1Cern

only Africa but ev,an outsid e ATrica, one Can obser-'.e corrupt
,/

countries.

People are scared of the word
nowadays. But what kind of
democracy can exist side by
side with so much corruption
and ignorance? Perhaps a half"-","ay
house - a sort c= ~ompromise!

When Cbi's reasoning reached
this point he reminded himself
that England had been as corrupt
not so very long a:TO. re ','!Elf'

not realTy in the mood for cor~f,e­

cutive reasoning. ~iG mind was
impatient to roam in B more
pleas&~t landscape. ~
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Corrurtion has become a common prL.ctice to tIle point that

nowadays it Bounds less dangerous than it should be in reali~y.

It is even accepteJ. In the novel under study it i~ affirmed

that taking bribes does not present any harm if yov do the

thing for which it is given.

The trouble was not in recGivinp
bribes, but in failing to do -:;,'e
thing for which the bribe was 7iven. 6

The masses are used to being exploited to the poin'; that they

do not complain anymore about corruption. 'They acct;1pt the

state of things as it is. Killam, G. D. comments i:- The V'ri til'Jp's

of Chinua Achebe, ~hat follows:

The people themselves, &s we have
seen, had become even more cynical
than their lea6ers and were apathetic
into the bargain. "I!e;;; them eat-I!,
was the people' [:1 opinion, "after all
when white men used 1:0 do all -,:.be
eating did vve commit suicide?"
Of course net. And where is tho all
powerful white man today? He C9me,
he ate and he went. But we are still
around. The imporTant thing thpD is
to stay alive; If you do you w~ll

outlive YOUy present ~nnoyance.

':'he great tl:ing, af3 t le old ne(Jple
have told us, is reminiBc~nce,

and only those ~ho survive can
have it. besides, if you survi'e,
who knows? It ~ay be your turn to
ea~ tomorrow. Your son may bri~~

home your sh&re. 7

The oasses are ot<.iged to submi t l:pcaus€ they CBn:t ut 00 oth.er-

wise.They only ho~e that it may be their tur~ to E~t tomorrow.
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~riters from different countries of the world have

treated the theme of corruption ~ith g~eBt care, sh~wing its

negative aspects and the desire for change. African writers

in particular have found a great interest in corrup~ion which

is widespread in the colonial and post-independent period

in which Africans manage to occupy ~i~l positions in their

services. The so-called educated Africanf3 are governed by

the principJ.e of mskin,g themseJ.ves EiS rich as possible wlwt­

ever CBn be the meaDS.

Having obBerved the vlhi te maY's life in Ai'rica,

which is the best Fince he controls power and wealth, the

African wants to rEsemble him. Not only does he want wealth,

but he is corrupt from all different points of view since he

is convinced treat v Latever comes fTom the white is rip'ht I?ind

good. We can talk about mental corruption which is the source

of' a11 other forms of corruption.

With the settlement of tle white man who introduces

the European way of life among Africans and who tries to under­

value a11 the aspects of African life, he succeeds in making

the black man believe that his cu1ture, his administration,

his education etc •.•. ,are not the good ones and deserve changes.

Therefore we see tta modern African who tries to adopt the

European way which is inadequate to Af:ric~i. which hn':i its

structure. However. it is not without pain that European

va1ues were integrsted in Africa. In 80me cases we assist

to a conflict between the old which i~ maintained ty elders

and the new which ~oung generations long for. Old reople,

with strong be1iefs in traditio~ fipht for its s~rvival and

wou1d condemn anyt~ing that should contribute to its desapear­

anee. The oppositi(~ between tradi~ion an6 modernit~ is

reflected in the c~ildren's attitude towards their ~arent6

with their idealp that parents cannot tolerate and find



- 12 -

inappropriate and odd. The traditional society still conservative

and would oppose &nything new. The tentative for dislocation

with tradition is a subject which has been delt with by many

African writers who witnessed the course of coloni3ation.

The coming of the white man in Africa brought a serious

alteration on the African's mentality. Refore the arrival

of the colonizer, Africa was eomIJosed of different communi tien

in which tribal life was of a great impo:rtance. There was

unity based on kinship ties in which each member had a determined

role and his value depended upon the way he accomplished his

duty. Every man in his community knew that he had to perform

such and such dutJ in order to acbieve his fame. Tile theory

of equality was e~sily applied because people had more or

less the same lines of life. They depended on land and one's

greatness resulted in his ability to exploit it. Since we are

concerned with Achebe, let's see how his traditional society

valued a great mar. Things Fall Apart gives us all the criteria

that vlere considei:ed for naming a rr:an great. Considering the

character of Ckonl"wo, one knows that a brave man i;; the Iba

society should be a courageous man who never failed in any

undertaking. It iD t~is man who has made himself very wealthy

thanks to his efforts. It is this man who has many barns of

yam, who has killed many people during wars, who has many

wivps and children. Those are the common criteria under

consideration in affirming the value of a man who .:JC.eserves

respect, iD traditional Ibo society. On tr"e contrp:.~;)T, there

are cowards who are frightened by war, who do not ~ant to

work hard and the:!'ef'ore who do rJOt have many barne in tbeir

compound. With th~ coming of the white man the course of thin~s

changed. Under th"" pretext that he war:te(~ to give:;he beE~t

education to the Jfrican, the colonizer began to q~estion

everything ir- Afr:i ,::an society. lie br01.:.g.l:J"'~ his edue:3 tier.: to the

youn/? Africar,s, Sl ·ndir.:g them to Echool where they .Learned the

colonizer' 8 languc'.g'P and tried tc adoTlt his way of thinking.
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~"hif2' ment,::d. corruption tegins with the ff"cGt tba"t

the learning is ccnduc ted in the colonizer' f3 langu;,ge. By

these studies, tbe young African adopts -the Europe:'ln way of

thinking. He thinks his way of reasoning is not co~rect and

therefore tries to take the ,,,hi te n:an' 8 manners. T'ce mental

corruption consiste in the fact t},at your:g Af'ricanE: learn

especially about Burope instead of centerine his i~terest

on his country. The young black man is concerned ....,ith Europe

before all other things. He has to study the geography about

different countries of Europe, their economy, their history

and their political organizatiGn. Ee has to know d~fferent

famous universi ties of Europe and ignores what Afr.l ca end

its history are. Plbert Memmi stresses t~is irrelevancy of

European education in Africa in the following term3:

The memory which is assigned
him is certainly not th~t of
his people. The history which
is taught him is not his own.
He knows who Colbert or Cromwell
was, but he learns nothing abo~t

Khadnazar, he k~ows about Joan
of Arc but not about El Kahena..
Everything 6ee~s to tave taken
place out of his country. 8

This learning is not well adaptea at all since it places the

learner in an unkr~own country. It is abstract and ifS et'lpecis.:;ly

based on memorization. In Ko Lenger at Ease, the c~se of Obi

who decides to le~rn English is an illustrative eX3mple of

mental corru~tion of which Obi if"! ashamed.

Four years in England had filled
Cbi with a longing tc be back in
Dmuofia. This feeling was som~~imes

so strong that he found himsel'
feeling ashamed of studying En'lieh
for his degree. ne sroke Ibo w.'~cen­

ever he had the least opportunity
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of doinp so. Nothing pave him
greater pleasure than to find
another Ibo-speaking student
in a London bus. But when he
had to speak in English \1i th
a Nigerian student from another
tribe he lowered his voice.
It was humiliating to have
to speak to one's CouLtryman
in El. foreign language, especiaJ.ly
in the presence of the proud
owners cf that lan~uage. They
would naturally assume that
one had no language of c:r:'3's
own. 9

The author is satirizing one's lack of pride in his own languBge.

Obi is ashamed of Gtudying English and of addressin2~ his <::our'r·,-·

men in a foreign language.

Young Nigerians who have been exposed to ,,'estern

education have a new conception of life. 'l'hey negate~ tradi tior,al

customs and question traditional beliefs. Obi, bees,... se of tt.• '>

influence of \vef,;te:rn education does not believe in "eparatioD

of races. That is '.Jhy he thinks that his marriage ...r~. th an Oau

girl is possible. Le knows quite well that it will tie Cla.rs

and nobody else. His mind is free from all supersticions.

Mr.Green, Obi's bOES, expresses the origir of corr~ltion

in Africa in the followin¥ terms:

Over countless centuries the
African ~as been the victim
of the worst climate in the
world and of every imaginable
disease. Hardly his fault.
But he has been sapped mentally
and p~ysic811y. We have brought
him wes~ern educB~ion. 10
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By this statement W8 see that corruption has been the conse­

quence of colonization. Ey introducing western education in

Africa, the white man managed to distroy the African's di~nity

and personality. The educated African ends by undervqluinp

his way of living, i.e., his education, culture and beliefs.

Therefore, he tries to adopt the white man's mannerE which

are judged to be unquestionable. There will be a strong

oppositio~ between old and you~p generations, the fermer

wanting to keep traciition and the latter wanting to break

with it. It is the case observed in Chinua Achebe's

Things Fall A...E!::-rt in which Okonkwo fights for tradition while

Isaac, his son decil1es to join the vJhi te community through

religion. The latter acts against his father's will.

The period of colonization and the post-irdependence

period witnessed a ~orrupt Africa from different points of

view. Under the pretext that the white man was searching for

the civilization of African countries which were still ignorart

until the coming of the Europeans, some evils arose ~ith the

period. Then WE! observe countries governed b~i negative practices

such as corruption, bribery, nepotism and incompete~ce. Leaders

are seeking their own interest and try to lift themselves

to a social posi tioll as high as possible. rfa reach 1:,1:1e places

they aspire to, they use dishonest means of corrupt~on.

In I:2 Lorger at Ease VIe are presen'ted \"i tL different

kinds of people who are involved in the practice of corruption.

The problem which is 'exposed here is that this corruption

involves particulBr~y natives of all different social classes,

including the new elite who was expected to be the hope of

the nation. We bre ?spec!ally told ebout the case of peorJp

ir; administration, 'i.n civil serv:i.ces, t:te et-se of policemen

and ~~.~ CBse of Obi, the representative of ttp new ~pneration

which is the elite o~ the country. All those people profit from
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their posi tien and 'power to abuse of' their inj'luencE~ in tl:e

society they live. We notice the place of bribery ard the

importance of socia~ relationships among people. We are

described a country in which one's competence does Dot

stand for an important thing. The success in any affair

depends upon who you know. If you estimate that you have

not any acquai:ntances who can be helpful, you shou16 find

means to create those relationships and the only way which

is used is to procedd by giving bribes. In the novel,

everybody is corrup '; and is ready to gather the bribe which

is offered him. This practice has become so popular that

to refuse bribe is ~ non-understandable behaviour. Its influence

is so strong that even those who pretend to be ideaJ.istic

finish by renouncing to their ideals.

One can notice that the driving force beh~nd corruption

is the eagerness of acquiring more and more things in Modern

Nigeria. Obi, who has for principles to fight all fe,rms of

corruption finishes by renouncing to his ideals and he is

seen taking bribes like all others be was criticizirg before.

I~spite of his principles he could not resist temptntion which

haft won all other members of his society. Confrontec' wi tb

difficulties o~ dif~erent forms, such as financial &nd emotional

problems, Obi was forced to compromise his principlE!s. He

abandons his girlfr'cend, indulges in bribery and otl'er bad

practices that led i1im to his decline. In fact his contact

with reality starts him On a proce ss of disillusion~ent.

Obi is op',:)osed to the protagonist of Ayi Kwei Armah' s

novel, The BeautyfuJ.- Ones Are not Yet Born and to the hero of

Gabriel Okara's The Voice. "The man", as he is callee. in Ayi Kv,ei

Armah's novel and Okolo in Gabriel Okera' s \'lork are the only

honest men who refused categorically to be irvolved in corruption.
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They are isolated :In their respective societies becHuse the;!

have refused to pl€"y the common game. All tentatives to

persuade and corrupt them failed. They are even cor..sidered

as cowards for having been honest. Their isolation did not

cause them any trouble. They had preferred it themeelves in

order to avoid to be affected by corruption. Okolo's isolation

allowed him not only to be virtuous but it was also an occasion

for challanging hiro society. Obi I s isolation, if it could last,

Was expected to be of the same nature as that of Okolo.

Unfortunately, he was unable to sustain his effort and found

that it was impossible to escape the realities prev~iling

in his community. Being himself a member of a socie-;:y in which

corruption was a general rule, he did not find enough strength

to stand for personal position. At the beginning he believed

in his victory but at the end things tu.rned another way.

He succumbed to cor.ruption and was no more different from

the rest of his society. Towarde the end of the novel, h~s

attitude towards money and appearances had completely changed

from what it was when he first arrived back from England when,

though the Umuofia Progressive Union had booked a room for

him in an expensive hotel, he refused to vae it and stayed

with an old friend, a clerk in Lagos.

Bribery 5s one of the important forms of corruption.

In this case interest of the corrupt people is cent~red on

material things. They try to get as much as they can whatever

can be the means. With this system which begins to ~idespread

in the early years of the post-colonial period, Africa loses

more and more its eense of solidarity and therefore the sense

of collective interest. Everybody is won cy selfishness, seeking

his own interest, trying to make himself as wealthy as possible

and fighting for the hig.best position. In Achebe r s r:ovels!

bribery has sufficiently talked about. A comment on the novel

in The Novel and Contemporary Experience in Africa
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says that,

I.n the world of No Longer at Ease
the acquisitive and competitive
values of society have been
given free rein and have made
man lose his sense of justice
and self-sacrifice. Ministers
admit publicaly that they take
bribes, taxi-drivers overload
their cars and drive at dange­
rous speeds while they howl
insults at each other across
the streets and traffic officers
take advantage of the situatior­
to extract further bribes.
Young girls offer their sex
for favours and even doctors
grant sick leave for a small
fee. In this social imbroglio
the individual who seeks to
assert his own moral sense
finds himself overwhelmed. 11

At the very beginning of the novel No Longer at Eas~, we are

presented with a case of corruptioni 00 Obi's trial, civil

servants who were rot allowed to be absent at servi0e, managed

to attempt the trial thanks to the influence of bribery. It is

said that, "some civil Servants paid as much as ten shillings

and sixpence to obtain a doctor's certificate of illness for

the day". 12 Bribery is rampant everywhere. No one can ask

£or help without providing something else in exchange. Evgrywhere

they are offering and taking bribes. Obi observed such a

behaviour even on .his boat from England to Nigeria.

4 young man, almost a boy
in fact, was dealing with
Obi's cabin. He told him
that the duty on his r~dio­

~ram would be five pounds.
qRight, said Obi, feeling
his hip-pockets. Write a
r'eceipt for me!

/..-."
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The boy did not write.
He looked at Obi for a few
seconds, and than said:
I Can be able to reduce it
to two pounds for you.
How? asked Obi.
I fit do it, but you no
get Government receipt". 13

In addition to the fact that people are used to askingfoT.bribes,

the conversation shows how they are convinced that asking for

them is a bad practice even if they do not have the strength

to give it up.

In the corrupt world money has a great importance.

one cannot get a job if he is poor and therefore unable to give

a certain amount ox money. Even if he manages to get it by any

chance, he is soon chased for having missed to the conditions.

The case of Joshua Vola illustrates well this injustice.

Joshua Vol9 a messenger in
the Post Office, had been sacked
for sleeping while on duty.
According to him he had not
been sleeping but thinking.
But the chief clerk had been
looking for a way to deal
with him since he had not
completed the payment of ten
pounds bribe which he had
promised when he was employed.
Joshua was now asking his
countrymen to borrow him ten
pounds to look for another job. 14

The statement shows the degree to which people are corrupt and

it stresses at the same time the importance of money. People

have a desire to a(::quire money at all costs and through it,

influence and powe:~. i'Ji th money one Can do everythi.ng he wants.

In many cases bribery consists of mone;y. :i?eople arf') irresistar,t

towards money. Thev can do whatever they can to ge·;~ it.
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Under the influence of thirty pounds, a doctor kill.s Clara's

chi2d without pity. Drivers who are not in order with their

papers are set free after giving a certain amount of money to

the ~olice. Money dictates the owner what to do. Doctors deliver

certificates for illness to civil servants who are v€!ry well but

who want to be absent to their services in order to assist Obi's

tria2. Money becomes the leader of people. They do not follow

the truth any more. }~or them, only the way that leadf3 to money

should be followed. Because of it one can indulge in different

kinds of vices such as crime, prostitution, banditry etc ...

Money is powerful in any domain and who has it can have every­

thing. It can even buy El human being. The fact oi' ki21ing some-­

one is a case that engages the life of the murderer but people

do not feel any fear when they are earning money.

In the world governed by money, love does rot exist.

If one wants to marr~y, he cannot get a wife if he haE; not mane;)'.

On the opposit, one who is wealthy can marry whoever he wants.

Therefore, what should be natural love is reduced to love price.

The following dialogue between Joseph and Obi gives em idea

about the place of money. Joseph states:

When you have paid a hundred
and thirty pounds bride-price
and you are only a second-class
clerk, you find you haven't got
any more to spare on other women.
"You mean you paid EL hundred and
thirty? What about the biide-price
law?"
"It pushed 'Ul) the price, that's all".
"It is a pity my three elder si8ters
got married too early for us to
make up on the others."
" I t is no laughin{T matt er, said
Joseph. Wait until you want
to marry. They will probably ask
you to pay five hundred, seeing
that you are in the senior service. 15
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This q,,\f)tation shows that marriage is a mattEr of money and

the amount one should pay depends upon his status. The bride­

price is obligatory. Its missing implies the impossibility

of getting married.

People are fond of money. Everywhere man is searching

for it. It is even said that the people of Umuofia do not

like to,work for work but are fondof'money~They can move

long distances pretending to go to look for work but in

reality their main purpose is to earn money. That is what

is revealed by one of the messengers in Lago~ from Umuofia

when the President was accusing Joshua of sleeping while

on duty.

Then by way of light relief
someone took up the President
on his statement that it was
work that brought them fcur
hundred miles to Lagos.
"It is money, not work, Eaid
the man. We left plenty of work
at home ... Anyone who likes
work can return home, tbke up
his matchet and go into that
bad bush between Umuofia and
Mbaino. It will keep him
occupied to his last da~!e."

The meeting agreed that it
waB money, not work, that brought
them to Lagos. 16

Money is purchased with zeal wherever it can be. It should

be obtained at any cost whatever can be the means. Everybody

is busy with affairs th8~ can provide him with money. Some

a~e travelling long distances to seek it, others are exploiting

t~eir fellows, by askin~ them bribes. Doctors commit murders

under tke force of money. The one who agreed to perform an

abortiort ~or Clara, Obi's girlfriend, was influenced by

thirty pounds. He acted aRainst human eensil·ili ty and human



....

.. ;'. \

- 22 -

digni ty because of mone:, '. "'he child in Clare I s womb was

victim of mone;y, victim of corruption.

Furthermore, tribalism is one factor of corruption.

It is expected to play 8 role in arranging someone's problems.

People, when addressing their tribesmates, feel more at ease

than when addressing foreigners. For having Obi in the Senior

Service as a Scholarship Secretary at the Federal Ministry of

Education. Umuofians expect many things from him. He is going

to arrange students who need scholarships to go to study abroad.

Mr.Mark thinks that it is necessary to find Cbi in order to

arrange Elsie's affair. He thinks that Obi will help her easily

because she is an Ibo like himself. Unfortuna.tely. this time

tribalism will not work favorably. Obi is still resistant to

the situation. Umuofie.ns will go on asking him to find a job

for such and such person because according tc, them, he must

deal with problems of his tribe.

Another example that illustrates to what extent tribalism

and nepotism are common games in Modern Nig,~ria is the case

of the policeman who was very severe with 00i and Clara when

he caught them on the beach and became kind Hith them when

he heared that Obi spoke Ibo. Then he learnec~ that Obi was

Ibo like himself. Tribalism and nepotism are widely talked

about in Chinua Achebe's novel, A Man of the People. Chief

Nanga who holds an important position in pol:. tics is addressing

Odili in the following terms:

By the way. Odili, I think
you are wasting your talent
here. lw~t you to come to
the capital and take up a
strategic post in the civjl
service. We should not leavf~

everything to the high land
tribes ... Our people must
press for their own share
of the national ~ake. 17
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This statement shows to ~hich degree nepotism was pronounced

in the system. People use their position to enrich themselves,

their relatives and friends. It is of course a duty to the

well placed people to deal primarily with their tribes.

On this point a critic, JA.Y. Andoh, affirms that a successful

politician is an investment by his tribal group:

The wide extension of kinship
bonds means that a chief (or any
other official) is frequen~ly

put into the position of having
to choose between his obligations
to favour particular kinsmen
and his official duty to act
disinterestedly. This type of
conflict of obligation is quite
real for the politician, Givil
servant, policeman or even judge.
For a successful political
candidate is regarded by many
of his constitue~is'(i~~~~~n~ly

his kinsmen) as an investment
and will be asked for jobs or
scholarship, or for help in
local disputes. 18

In No Longer at Ease, Umuofian people believed that Obi, one

of their sons in the senior service, should be able to help

Joshua Volo to get another job when he was dismissed from his

first work. Although the Umuofian Union decided to give ten

pounds to Joshua in order to try to apply for a job, they

noticed that money was not a sufficient condition for getting

a job. It was necessary to have someone to talk fo~ him.

When dealing with the problem, the president said:

Joshua is now without a job.
We have given him ten pounds.
But ten pounds does not talk.
If you stand a hundred pounds
here where I stand now, it will
not talk. That is why w~ s~y that
he who has people is richer than
he who has money. 19
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Affairs are arranged between people. It is Obj's duty to solve

his countrymen's problems. He goes on saying:

We now have one of our sons
in the senior service. We f.re
not going to ask him to bri,ng
his salary to share among us.
It is in little things like
this that he can help us.
It is our fault if we do not
approach him. Shall we kilJ,
a snake and carry it in our
hand when we have a bag'for
putting long things in? 20

Corruption has its causes as well aB consequences.

The most important cause of corruption in the pre-independence

and post-independence eras in African countries was, c0J:.onization.

Achebe is satirizing the colonized man who, after having lived

with the white man for a while, was seriously affected by his

way of life in Africa. Because of the white man's high social

position, he proceeded by exploiting the colonized at a degree

as high as possible. The black man used to f;:>: .low orders

bJ.indly, because he was convinced that what. ·the white man does

must be correct. The white man was the leader and the chief

at the top. With his system of making himself a very good

social place, inequalities among social clasB~s began to

be felt. Under the pretext that the white m~~ wanted to review

the black !I'qn' s education in order to bring ll:Lm to a full

cleveJ.opment, he created schools and the so-caJ.led educated

people were socially detached from the masses. Therefore,

w~:have the white man who holds the highest position.

A£:~er hi~ comes the educated black man and at the bottom are

the :poor and miserable masses. The white man 'built urban centers

where he introduced a mode of life which was 'Very di::ferent from

tradi tiona.l manners. The following simple incident shOWS that

urban life has compJ.exi ties of which traditimal society has
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no comprehension.

, .. . Mr.Ikedi had come 'to'Umuot'nl
from a township, and was able
to tell the gathering how
wedding feasts had been s~eadily

declining in the towns since
the invention of invitation
cards. Many of his hearers
whistled in unbelief.
When he told them that a man
could not go to his neignbour's
wedding unless he was given
one of those papers on which
they wrote R.S.V.P.- Rice and
Stew Very Plenty- which was
invariably an over-statement. 21

,-f:

This small event illuminates what urban life :looks like. Every­

thing is calculated. It is a life that lacks a sense of hospita­

lity and solidarity. In towns, neighbourhood :~as not any influence

on people. While friendship is automatic for neighbours in tradi-

tional societies, people in towns can live together ignoring

each other. This is the consequence of the establishmenm of

tdwns which are the white man's creation in colonized countries.

In the post-independence period, th,e black man is

s~rongly marked by the white man's manners. T,n.e black man lives

a ~ife quite different f~om what he was before colonization.

He begins to exploit his fellows, exactly like in the way the

white man did. He goes on practicing oppression, with the

intention of getting as much as possible. He becomes subject to
,I

corruption, exploing any means that could help him to be wealthy.

He becom~s materialistic and self-seeking. ~eople holding power

are the most indicated to inherit the idea of material comfort

which was born with colonization since the driving force~ of

the colonizers were especially economic and political purposes.

The colonizer was so harsh with the colonized that he even denied

" him his right to his own wealth.
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In William Canton's The African, we are revealed

to what degree Songhai had been exploited by Britain. All the

diamond became the private property of the colonizer. A native

caught with diamond should be punished because, ".The possession

without a licence of uncut diamond was at that time illegal

in Songhai." 22 The case of exploitation is observed in many

colonized countries. Emmanuel Ntwari, for inistance, talks of

the case of Congo.

In the Congo, the exploitation
was carried out by some trading
companies. The Belgian King
Leopold monopolized the entreprise
which is International Association
(The Congo Free State) ~or Exploitation
and civilization of the Congo.
Within this company, people worked
for the king and collected all
the money for him. 23

This quotation shows that the coloniz~r was rather preoccupied

by his own profit than by the civilizing mission of the country

he was governing. They ~rnaped to hold the entire wealth of

the country in their own hands.

African leaders on their turn, are eager to resemble

the former leaders and therefore they use the same strategies

as colonizers, exploiting their brothers without any shame.

Gabriel Ckara in his novel entitled The Voice, describes the

kind of Ieaders Africa has got just after independence. This

is done through the character of Izongo who is an outstanding

fJigure in which corruption is reflected. Chi·~f Izongo is a
! l'
'~emagogic ruler of a fictional country, -who tries to maintain

nis pe~sonal privileges. We are present~d with a so corrupt

society that people are totally discouraged. Izongo is a

materialistic leader who only cares about his interest.
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A'yi Kwei Armah on his side, in his novel, The Beautyf'1~l

Ones Are Not Yet Born, has given an important contribution in

satirizing corruption, which had become a part of everyday life

in Ghana. The representative of the awful practice is Joseph

Hoomson. He is an incompetent leader who does not know anything

about politics and who has reached his position illegally.

Those who are aware of his incompetence claim:

Oh, you know, the ideological
thing, Winneba. Men who know
nothing about politics have
grown hot with ideology,
thinking of money that will
come. Everybody who wants
speed goes there and the only
thing demanded of them is that
they be good at fawning. 24

The consequences of corruption are not good.

Because the practice causes many troubles, once one is caught

taking bribee, he f:1hould be punished. It is the case of Obi who

is put on trial because of having accepted twenty pounds.

In order to avoid getting into trouble \od th bribery I people try

to be careful with the practice. They avoid as much as possible

to be seen taking bribes. Moreover, Obi is condamned by every­

body not because he takes a bribe but because he is caught.

Otherwise bribery is not condamnable in itself. It is harmless

for people who know to deal with it. In No Longer at Ease it is

said that people d<' not gather bribes themselves. Tbey engage

other persons to de it for them. In many cases, stewards pla~

the role of intermediairies between the bribe giver and the

receiver. What was wrong with Obi was that he gathered the bribe

with his own hands. Everywhere they are taking bribes but once

they suspect that E,omeone in tb.e environment can be an obstaclo

to their entertainrrent, they change the attitude. Or, Obi' strip

to Umuofia, a policeman hesitates to take something from the ~river
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and try to escape it. The society is no longer at ease because

of his leaders who apply injustice in all the domains.

Miss.Elsie Mark would not have encountered so many

difficulties if the society she lived was irrlpartial. She

fulfilled the conditions for getting a scholarship. With what

her country is, she must run different corners, offering what­

ever she can to people who can come in her help.

Injustice is real in the country and will bring other

vices such as prostitution ~6-it is observed in the character

of Elsie Mark. She will use any means at her disposition to

try to get what was of her right to get. First of all her brother

tries to meet Obi in order to talk of her case but the meeting

was fruitless. Neither the fact of being tribemates nor the

proposition of a bribe did carr;! a solution. Till that moment

Obi was still faithful to his principles of opposinp all kinds

of bribery. Then Miss.Elsie decides to meet herself Obi.

She promised him to do whatever he would ask for. The whatever

she was talking about was nothing else than to offer her body,

All other means had been tried in vain by Mr.Mark her brother.

This time Obi accepted the proposition. Conditions made Miss.Elsie

a prostitute and she offers her body to Obi as well as to the

board members. She slee ps with people she does not know, only

because she expects a certain help from them whatever can be its

importance. It was the way of becoming a professional prostitute.

Writings that talk about corruption show the role of

the town in the matter. The town has been the driving center of

all bad doings which walk hand in hand with corruption. Writers

who treated the case of Nigeria show that all the vices are centered

in Lagos city. In fact towns are the places that shelter the so­

called civilized and educated men. Therefore, they have a great

influence on the young Nigerians who come to live places that
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are quite different from their villages. The youth exposed to this

life behave in a different way from their brothers upcountry.

In Cyprian Ekwensi's Jagua Nana, for instance, Lagos is a represent­

ation of a corrupt city with different kinds of vices such as

injustice, crime, prostitution etc •.• The influence of money

urges people to do whatever they want.

In No Longer at Ease we see what the city represents for

Umuofians. When Obi lost his mother, he did not attend the funerals

because of the financial problems he had. Neither did he send much

money for her funerals. Therefore, he was seriously criticized

by his tribemen who were in Lagos on a meeting they held at the

occasion. Nobody could understand Obi's such a behaviour and they

ignored his problems. One of the Union gives such a thought:

That is what Lagos can do
to a young man. He runs after
sweet things, dances breast
to breast with women and
forgets his home and his
people. 26

This statement is a satire about life in town. It illustrates

vices that people in the city are exposed to. The contact with

what they call beautyful things push them to forget their people.

The town is the driving center of corruption. In Nigeria corruption

has for setting, Lagos city.

In No Longer at Ease, corruption seems to have no solution .

. Chinua Achebe is aware of the enormity of the problem and thinks

that it is the new elite's duty to bring the reform if it is to

come at all. He presents Obi, one of the members of the new elite

posing the first step on the matter. He is proposing alternatives
f'
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Where does one begin? With
the masses? Educate the masses?
He shook his head. Not a chance
there. It would take centuries.
A handful of men at the top.
Or even one man with visionT
an enlightened dictator. People
are scared of the word nowadays ..
But what kind of democracy can
exist side by side with so much
corruption and ignorance?
Perhaps a half-way house - a sort
of compromise. When Obi's
reasoning reached this point
he reminded himself that England
had been as corrupt not so
very long ago. He was not
really in the mood for consecutive
reasoning. His mind was impatient
to roam in a more pleasant landscape. 27

The important thing to note here is that the solution is not easy

to find. Obi notices that after all corruption is universal.

Therefore, he thinks he should not care very much about it.

Then we see that the problem is going to remain an obstacle

to the development of the country since the new generation is

not morally strong enough for fighting corruption. Obi does not

want to be absorbed by the affair. He wants to get rid of this

trouble. Through Obi, the weaknesses of the young educated people

are stressed. On their turn tr.ey do like their elders, accepting

bribes without shame. Democracy is far from being achieved in the

so-called independent countries.

Nazareth Peter is criticizing the new leaders who are

far from being better than the colonizers. To do that, he uses

the following terms:
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Then came the shattering
discovery-that given ·the
circumstances, the problems,
and the opportunities, their
leaders could be no better,
no more humanist than imperialists
they had replaced and sometimes
even worse. And with this discovery
over and over again, we find
disillusionment and despair,
an inability to any break in
the vicious circle. 28

Today the system of corruption is still operating

in many countries, more pronounced in some than in others.

Anyway, although it is not easy to put an end to the practice,

it should be faught with vigor. Some optimistic people such as

Nazareth Peter even believe' ,in its end. He says:

Corruption is still at work
in Africa and until it comes
to an end, most oT the important
African writers will continue
to struggle against its forms
and weapons. They will try
to reflect the reality of
exploitation and take steps
towards ending it so that
people can have a home coming.
The struggle continues. 29

In the novel No Longer at Ease Achebe has satirized

the Nigerian society which is collapsing and whose failure is

caused by his own people. The white man is no longer the main

cause of problems in Africa. He shows that after colonization,

life is not simple. It is even more complex than during

cOlonization. Therefore, he is inviting young Nigerians to be

aware that reform must come from them.

Achebe does not write for the sake of writing. He is

a committed writer. He has the mission of educating. He is the
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teacher whose ~u~ils are young Nigerians. On this ~oint he makes

an ap~eal to the young Africans to be aware of the ~roblems

that African writers raise in their novels. He advertises them

to o~en their ears to what they are writing and act favourably

because they are the audience the writers are addressing.

In an article entitled "The Novelist as Teacher" in African Writers

On African Writing, Chinua Achebe writes what follows:

I am assuming of course, that
Our writer and his society
live in the same ~lace.

I realize tbat a lot has been
made of the allegation that
African writers have to write
for European and American
readers because African readers
where they exist at all are
only interested in reading
text books. I don't know if
African writers always have
a foreign audience in mind.
What I do know is that they
don't have to. At least I
know that I don't have to. 30
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CHAP. 11. TEE HERO AS A ~RAGIC FIGURE.

We call a tragic hero in a literary work a hero whose

that overtake
.5c~"'~

Someone says:him and he is led irresistibly to his decline.

actions lead him inevitably to failure. His life seems to be
/"'G.~·

the individual is seen as unable to .~,

~
stop the course of events

a fatal one in which
-\ll~~~ l..~'''~i
~~herwis~. He cannot

For tragedy implies the working
ou~ in men's lives of a rigorous
fatality that transcends the
individual's ability to comprehend
or to arrest its pre-ordained
course of events. 1

The events seem to have been organized in such a way that the

outcome of the situation must be terrible. Very often a tragic

hero ends in death. either physical or moral. In many cases

he inspires pity and fear to the audience. Pity is felt for

the human sufferer since he is one like ourselves and fear is

experienced at his fate.

No Longer at Ease presents Obit the hero of the novel

as an individual whose principles are of a great value but whose

destiny is that of failura. Obi is a modern man and his story

comprises a modern tragedy.--Tne main action of the novel begins

with Obi's return from England where he recently completed his

B.A. degree. Filled with idealism, Obi is determined to rid

his country of corruption and create a new and better nation.

At ~he very beginning we are presented with the tragic situation

that had attracted the whole population because the event was

a particular one. Obi is presented on trial. Tbe novel begins

in the following terms:

For three or four weeks
Obi Okonkwo had been steelinp
himself against this moment.
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And when he walked into
the dock that morning he
thought he was fully prepared.
He wore a smart palm-beach
suit and appeared unruffled
and indifferent. The proceeding
seemed to be of little interest
to him. 2

r

~

The author places the reader towards an accomplished situation

which is a tragic one. The protagonist has been arrested for

a wrong thing he has done. Kow he is on trial. We assist to

the consequences that must follow any tragic error. Obi's error

earns him imprisonment. Like in many tragic situations, the hero

of No Longer at Ease inspires pity for his suffering.

When analy~ing the reasons for Obi's failure one finds

that he failed because he did not respond to his people's expecta­

tions. Obi was a man in whom his people had great expectations.

They paid him an expensive education because they thought his

education would give a successful output. He is a social property

and therefore his value depends upon the perspectives in which

his society judge him. It is why it was not easy to live apart

from what his community was. We see him tryin~ to be different

from it but anyway he is obliged to fall on the steps he despised

before. He lacks strength to sustain his ideals and to live on

his own expectations. Instead of living his life as an individual,

he realizes that he lives in a society and that he should act

according to it. However, even if he ends by joining the common

life of his people, he is rather no longer at ease. Ee is full
, il
ijOf regret, he is in an impusse- situation, in the indecisiveness,

~irresoluteness and whatever he does does not please him. He is in

lea desperate situation, a tragic One.

Furthermore, no one can understand him. He even lacks

self-understanding. That is why he is remorseful. On his trial,

Obi betrays himself by his attitude. When the judge says,
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I cannot comprehend how a young
man of your education and brilliant
promise could have done this." •..
Treacherous tears came into Obi'e
eyes. He brought out a white hand­
kerchief and rubbed his face. But
he did it as people do when they
wipe sweat. He even tried to smile
and belie the tears. A smile would
have been quite logical. All that
stuff about education and promise
and betrayal had not taken him
anaware. He had expected it and
rehearsed this very scene a hundred
times until it had beoome as familiar
as a friend. 3

This quotation shows Dbi as a betrayal. Re betrays his sooi.ety

and himself. He knows well what his people expect from him but

he acts unfavorably. The fact of smiling and weepin~ at the same

time shows us his ~~.?_~_~~v~E~~s_~l'l-.9:.~~~~.~:r:~t. On one hand he knows

that he has been wrong with his society but on the other hand
\ II:l,~ r\-, <, i: vI"'1 "

he considers that he was obliged to behave in ~he manner he did it.

He is in an ambiguous situation and he does not know what to do.

He goes on taking bribes until he is caught and it is when this

supreme moment comes that he is aware of the seriousness of his

wrong doings. He seems to condamn himself. Dbi's affairs lead

him to failure and we are presented hi~ in conflict with his fianc6e,

his family, his tribe and the law as well as with his own ideals.

His end is a tragic one of modern tragedy. It is a modern tragedy

because it happens in a modern world, among modern young men with

their ideals opposed to the elders'conception of life.

In order to analy~e systematically how Dbi's issue is

a tragic one, let's begin with what he was expected to be for his

people. Because Umuofians see their future in Obi, they manage

to give him what they judge to be the best education. They pay

him studies though they are expensive, provided that their objectives
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should be achieved. Obi's success is observed very early. We can

even say that it begins with his birth. Obi's birth gives satis­

faction to his parents who had given birth only to girls before

him. We are told that when his father saw that he had already

four daughters and no boy he was becoming a little anxious.

Unfortunately, being a Christian convert, he could not marry

a second wife. He was not happy but he did not let sorrow appear

on his face. Nobody could see his pain. After the four daughters,

Obi was born. It is said that his full name is Obiajulu which

meant that "the mind at last is at rest." This mind talked about

is his father's~ Those are circumstances that show Obi as an

individual of great hope for his parents. Then he recorded many

successes during his childhood. He was a clever pupil at school.

It is said that,

At the age of twelve he had
passed his Standard Six
Examination at the top of
the whole province. There­
fore he had won a scholarship
to one of the best secondary
schools in Eastern Nigeria.
At the end_of five years
he passed the Cambridge
School Certificate with
distinction in all eight
subjects. He was in fact a
village celebrity and his
name was regularly invoked
at the Mission Sckool where
he had once been a pupil. 4

In this statement one can see Obi's increasing success. He becomes

a "village celebrity" and this implies that he is a promising

figure for his community whose principle is to act for collective

interest. Individualism in Umuofian society did not work and to

act against the community's wish is to fail.
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Nigerian society like all other colonized countries

were convinced that Western education was the best one which

could provide students with all the necessary material to solve

problems of their native countries. That is why Umuofia does

what it is able to do in order to send Obi to study in England.

It is not easy for them to get a scholarship for Obi but they

manage.

Six or seven years ago
Umuofians abroad had
formed their Union with
the aim of collecting
money to send some of
their brighter young
men to study in England.
They taxed themselves
mercilessly. The first
scholarship under this
scheme Was awarded to
Obi Onkwonko five years
ago, almost to the day. 5

The quotation makes us be aware of the difficulties Umuofians got

to have Obi's scholarship. They sacrificed themselves to raise funds

to send Obi to England for University training. For them, to send

a member of the Union is a great joy because they expect to get

a lot from him on his return. They are convinced that after his

learnings Obi will be a great personality who will help the

community to solve problems. Here, one can notice Umuofians'

weaknesses with regard to education. When they give Obi the scholar-

ship, they have an eye on their own interests: they ask him to

study law in order to help them settle their land cases. They are

blind to the real purpose of education, seeing it not as a means

of developing the individual in accordance with his own aptitudes,

but as a tool to help consolidate the clan and its interest against

the claims of others. Their point of view about modernity is in­

consistent. They fail to realize that by educating Obi, they form
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an elite who will need to live up to his status. He will Bee more

clearly and will get the opportunity to acquire his own ideals.

Obi's going to England caused a big stir lTI Umuofia.

People gathered for praying for him an~ givinr him Gome advice

in order to warn him not to fall in bad practices and act agair.f t;

his community's will. The advice which is given him is seen in

Mr.lkedi's speech:

"In times paf"jt, " he to.ld him,
"Umuofia woul.d have required
of you to fight in her wars
and bring home human heads.
But these were days of darkness
from wLich 'fie have been delivered
by the blood of the Larllb of God.
Today we send you to bring
knowledge. Remember that the
fear of the Lord is the beginnirg
of wisdom. ~have heard of younr
men from other towns who went
to the white man's country,
but instead of facing their studies
they went af~er the sweet thingE
of the flesh. Some of tlem even
married white women 011 'ehe crowd
murmured its strong disapproval
of such behaviour. A man who does
that is lost to his people. He is
like rain wasted in the forest.
I would have suggested getting
you a wife before you leave.
But the time is too short now.
Anyway, I kn01tl that we have :no
fear where you are concerned.
We are sending you to learn book.
Enjoyment can wait. Do not be in
a hurry to rush into the pleasures
of the world like the young antelope
who danced herself lame when the
main dance was yet to come. 6



- 42 -

When saying their farewells to Oti. man;y' or -tbe p:uer-tB repeated

all the advice tha~ he bad already been given. Everyone offererl

WhB~ he could get, to buy a pencil with, or an exercise book

or a loaf o~ bread for the journey, a shilling there or a penny

there. Some of them even gave substantial presents ~ecause money

in that village was rare. Obi was the first to rece~ve a sC}lolar­

ship. Through the society's behaviour towards Obi, one can notice

the characteristic features of the traditional society.

Umuofian community was characterized by solidarity.

They like to help E,ach other seeking colleotive interest. Every­

body brings his share to Obi in order to ease his life abroad.

The solida.rity obsE:rved in Obi's case is not of merc? kind but

it is a demanding solidarity. Obi is helped as much as possible

but on his return he has obligations to fulfil in the profit of

his societyo

"Remember you are tte one
and only Umuofia sor; to be
educated overseas. te don't
want to be like the unfortunate
child who grows his first tooth
and grows a cecayed one. 1t'rlat
sort of encouragement will
your action give to the poor
men and women who collected
the money?" 7

Another characteristic of U~uofian traditional society

that we can ~ecord is the strength of beliefs in ~-adition.

In the advice tha~ Obi's people give him, they insisted that he

shoul.d not break "i tr: his customs and t'eliefs. He F,hould not

be involved in pl~asures outside his country ~ecause they would

carr;y him £iIrJay frc)m traai tion. Hore than all ot},eY-' -thinr;s. };e

was forbidden to ~arry outside. All those pillars that the B~cjety

is based on contributed to Obi's isolation and trA~edy.
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The isolation of tragic hero is of course one of the

elements tha.t chara,cterize tragic situations. In a1J_ his doings

Obi has been isolated by other members of his society. Nobody

could welcome him in his actions. That is why we see him in

conflict with all the classes of his community. He walks alone

in his ideal.s as well as in his sufferings. Vlhen h(:> is caught

involved in corruption, it is stressed that nobody understands

the motives behind his behaviour.

Everybody wondered why.
The learned judge, as we
have seen, could not comprehend
how an educated young man and
so on and so forth. The British
council rne.n, even the men of
Umuofia, did not know. And we
must presume that, inspite of
his certitude, Mr.Green did
not know either. 8

Because of the influence of foreign education Obi moves

progressively away from the nature of his society. He gets ideals

that go against his tradition. He even pretends a marriage with

a girl from a71 outcast tribe. This behaviour is go:tng to be

seriously opposed ay his parents as well as the whole community.

On his return from England Obi is full of good prir;ciples f'or

his country which c[ere important steps for a countlY fighting

for its independen.:e and democracy. he is determined to oppo~e

the practice of' cO'.,'ruption which constitutes a handicap to a

country which claims f'or justice, digni t;y and equa::i ty.

In addition to his principles taken towards his na~ion, he

personal ideals. A:fter having acquired a Vlestern educatiorJ he

thinks he is free "';0 choose his wife. He knows tha-;; the sys+'(:,rJ'l

which makes Clara ..l.Ylsuitable nE! a wife if'; irrationF~L. He is

de'cermined to r.larry her whatever would be bis BocidTy! f'; 'posi tj or

and even his parents'opposition. Thu~, one can say that his

isolation did not 'cake him anaware. He knew (lui te ',ell that his

ideals were going to be opposed seriously. Then Obi is morally
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separated from his parents an~ his society.

When Obi's father learns that his son is poinv to marry

ar Dsu, ~e cannot admit it. Even his Christian bellefs cannot

allow him to bear in his mind such a thin~. ~here ~s inconsistency

between Christian belief Bnd Osu taboo held by Obi's father.

His beliefs in tradition are stronger than his Christian beliefs.

When Obi realizes that they are Christians and they should not

worry about the outcast, his father replies:

We are Christians, he said.
rut that is no reasor to
marry an Osu. fily son, said
Okonkwo, I understand ,,,hat
you say. Eut this thing is
deeper than you think. 9

~alkinp about Clars's father he says:

I know him and I know his
wife. Ee is a good man aI10
a great Christian. But l:e
is (EJU. 10

In Obi' s fa th(3r mi'cId the fact oi' l'einp'" Oeu deBtroy, every other-

good thing. He gives the followin~ analogy sO that Obi should

feel the dreadful ~eight of the case.

Naamsn, Captain of t~e host
of Syria, was a great man
and honourable, he was also
a rrighty man of valour, but
he was a leper. 11

he goes on saying:

Osu is like leprosy in the
minds o~ our people. 1 bep
af you, my son, not to brinp
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the mark of shame and leprosy
into your :family'. If you' do,
your children and your children's
children unto the third and
fourth generations will curse
your memory. It is not for
myself I speak; my days are
few. You will bring sorrow
on your head and on the heads
of your children. Who will
marry your daughters? vihose
daughters will your sons marry?
Think of that my son. We are
Christians, but we cannot
marry our own daughters. 12

lsaac tries to make his son understand the seriousness of the

problem. Not only Obi I s doing is gain@:' to be an in'~ i vidual's

matter but it also involves his parents as well as the coming

generations, It ie. a matter that is going to Elepara.te him and

his offspring from the rest of the society. That i2 why his

daughters and sons will not find who to marry. In fact, Obi'f3

father point of view is shared by any Iba man. It j,B an element

of tradition that everybody cares about. Then, he recorded the

opposition of his mother, of Umuofian Frcgressive Union, of his

friends and ever~ the opposition of Clara. His mother says she

will kill herself if he marries an Osu. The member;:' of Umuofian

Progressive Union are proud of Obi's success in winning a

FJuropeaJ;1 education and are prepared to excuse him ,In the occasio1"

when his behaviour does not conform to their opinion of how

a "been-to" Nigerian ought to conduct himself. Yet, while they

aspire to see Obi a. modern man, they also expect !J i.m to honou!"

customs and tradition. They are shocked by his rel~tions with

Clare an Osu. At the exception of Obi, all other p00ple.

traditional as well as modern were conscious of th8 place tradi~ion

fills in their society Bnd were still faithful to it. Therefore,

Obi was alone in his fi,9'htine;s. Clara berself who 't,r; er' educat:ed

girl and who returns b&ck from her studies from Fnzland at tbe

same time as Obi, does not believe in her ffi2rriap'(c! to a :free mun.
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I cen't marry you, she said
suddenly as Obi tried to kiss
her under the tall mango tree
at the edge aT the swimming­
pool and exploded into tears. 13

Obi could not understand her behaviour as a modern girl but she

argues:

I am an Osu, she v/ept ...
So you see we cannot get
married. 14

She shows that it is not possible not to "rake into !account what

one's society is when acting. Joseph, who is a townman like Obi

himself, does not l.mderstand hiR friend 's behaviou)" and his

dealings with Obi I B affair reveals the ambiguous pc'si tiOri in

which Obi's Western education has placed him.

Look at me, said Joseph,
getting up and tying his
coverlet as a loincloth.
He now spoke in English.
You know book, but this
is no matter for book.
Do you know what an Osu is?
But how can you know? In
that short question he said
in effect that Obi's mission­
house upbrin~ing and European
education had made him a
stranger in his country.
The most painful thing
one could say to Obi. "l know
more about it than youT'E-3elf,"
he said, "and I I m going to
marry the girl. I wasn't
actually seeking your approval." 15

Joseph realizes that a country's beliefs are not something one

can change as he understands it. It is something deeper than tbat

and it cannot be read in books. Obi on his behalf ~annot understand
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an educated man like Joseph who is still with such superstitutioDs.

That is why he is convinced to act personally and independently.

"Not even my mother can stop me," 1 6 he said. l:e thinks tbat,

It was scandalous tha~ in
the middle of the twentieth
century a man could be barred
from marrying a girl simply
because her great-great-great­
great grandfather had been
dedicated to serve a god,
thereby setting himself apart
and turning his descendents
into a forbidden caste to the
end of time. Quite unbel:Ievable. 17

Having adopted vlestern values, Obi believes that e:n individual

has the right to choose his own wife. It is this t~'at brings

him into conflict with his parents and kinsmen. O~i'6 Western

education has made him an individual but his people still adhere

to communal value:::;. It is this individualism that brin[':s his

isolation. His people attach great importance to kinship ties.

This is reflected in their attitude when Obi was going to be

judged on hies error. The Union decided to P-9Y for the serviceB

of a lawyer from their funds. "l"or, as the Presid('nt pointed out,

a kinsman in trOUble had to be saved, not bJ.amed; anger against

a brother was fel"c in the flesh, not in tie bone." 1e Obi I s

individualis~ic at~itude is summed up in ~he saying "Ours is ours

but mine is mine"19 to mean that he does not want any interference

in his private affairs. At the end Obi I s dilemma lies in havi:c,.;:

to make choice between the old values and the new, between "ours"

and "mine:" He was worked by this problem and any issue he proposed

himself could not bring hif:, happiness. He had a t"':'agic end and

he is morally deteriorated. With his great principles at the

beginning 9 Obi, vino thougr:t -'co please ev(~ryo:ne, cl i.d noi; please

anybody after all, and he is rather criticized 'by everybody.

His principles led him to his professional, social and moral
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declines. His ideal position which was unsound in the con~ext

of the society he lived could do nothing else than to destroy

him and isolate him.

We can also say that Obi's tragedy takes roots in the

fact that his so-called patriotism is only a sentimental indulgence

cultivated in moments of loneliness while he was tiving abroad.

His principal ca~l is to rid his country's public service of

corruption. He Ijkes to think that he has a consistent theory

of how to cure the country of this evil.

Blindness that characterizes any tragic case is str~Esed

in Obi's theory. He attributes the moral and social ills of bis

country to backwardness. The author describes the naivety of

his theory as follows:

Obi's theory that the public
servioe of Kigeria would
remain corrupt until the old
Africans at the top were
replaced by young men from
the universities wae first.,
formulated in a paper read
to the Nigerian Student's
Union in London. Hut unlike
most theories formed by
students in London, this one
survived the first impact
of home comine. 20

Obi's attitude is only superficial. He objects to corruption O1!l.y

as long as he has enough to live on.

IJike ir: any tragedy, Obi' s falf3e step wl.J.ch sets the

tragic process is consciously Lndertaken but with00t any irtenti0n

on the hero's par~ of bringing about ~he evil resllt which followed.

Obi turns to be a tragic stature because he did not forsee his

failure.
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Vie can adsume that his trarr,ic end is morE: the result

of hum£-ir. failing tLan the working of' fate and we CB.·(] identify

ourselves with the hero for he reminds us of our humanity.

His failure is not a particular one, it can be coneidered as

universal. 1'10reov€2', dealing wi t.r) the universali ty of tragedy,

Muller asserts tha~,

Tragedy is a universal literary
form simply because of the
permanence of the inescapable
tragic fact of human life:
the eternal pap between aspiration
and achievement. 21

Obi represents a ht;.man bein,? who f'ails under his we:3.knesses.

In his doings Obi' E.! weaknesses are stressed. Ee is g, man who

cannot sustain any sort of effort. Even minor prob13ms, instead

of strengthening him carry him irresistibly to a point of

dissolution. He turns out to be a man with a Darrow sense of

values. His weakness of character is reflected in his inept

handling of his human relationships and of his material probleme;

he is an individual with no sense of order, 1;lhose i capacity

is contrasted with the strength aT character of his fellow

Umuofians who manag;ced to make sacrifices for a man .rho turn;3

out to be weaker ·t'rJ9.n them. Obi I ~3 downfall was main.:Ly the remllt

of his attempt to live a half-hatred life in a society where

he might have been :leroically committed to re::form, or have

survived by accepting to be part of the social corr,.l.ption.

Obi failed to take 3 fixed position. His principles should sound

well in a modern wc:cld but he lacks courag(~ to Gusta.in them.

Because of financial and emotional problems Cbi is ~orced to

compromise his ideals. He abandons his girl±'riend, ccescel:1ds into

bribery and is imprisoned. His submission on the iS8ue of Clara

and his subsequent )etrayal of her opened the wide ~oad to his

moral a.ecline. He k'lOWS wlu:lt is right, but is unabln to stand up
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for it. When his financial troubles begin he lacke initiative.

He can do nothing alse than allowing events to overtake him

and compromise his principles. In No Longer at Eas2, Achebe

is satirizing the ideals of the elites who do not stand their

ground when they are faced with real life situations. That is

what carries their failure. He stresses the inability of the

new generation of educated Africans to resist temptation and

abide by their principles. Obi is a man torn between two sets

of values and the result is a tragic one, which shows his

spiritual disintegration. He represents an inadequate stature

of the hero. He is a pathetic figure without any ~rain of

nobility. He is a passive sufferer of his fate.

Ubi's tragedy arises in the fact that he lacks a moral

courage to support his intellectual assesment o~ the situatioD.

At the beginning he resists the sayings about his affair with

Clara but later when his mother says she will kill herself i.£

he marries an Osu girl, sheer terror replaces moral resolve and

the rationalizaticn process which is to prove his undoing begins.

The core of the novel is the ~oral dilemma in which Obi finds

himself and it is this dilemma that will produce his tragedy.

His ideals, thoug~ naive they may be and even if they did not

take into full account the practical realities of the public,

political situation, it should be at least personally viable

and could prevail if his moral strength were sufficient. In

fact his ideal about the conduct he should adopt i'~] his society

is morally '30und b"nd it was wise to sustain it if it was possible.

During ~is first 'days when he arrives in La~os, coming

from England. Obi shows a certain convici;ion in vJhat he is

fighting f·e'T. He is ag'ainst corruption and everywhere he sees

such a behaviour l.e criticizes it severely. Cn his boat from

England he already reproches B young man for asking taxes on

travelling baggages without givinp any rovern~ent receipt.
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IId!'H5hf:S" a ·policen;-:n:-, as a meEUlf< of' having his certiricate of

"road vJOrdine,se" E ccepted. Obi, Elppealled at ·the complici t;'l of

the ~olicR in the affair, is Ecorned by the driver and his

fellow passengers:

The driver's mate ,..as approachi.ng
the other policeman. Eut just
as he was about to hEnd something
over to him Obi looked in their
direction. The policeman was n~t

prepared to take a risk; for all
he kl1.e"'" Obi might be a C.I.TI. man. 22

Obi' E;. look is SUs}"l3cted because it i2' fi. ...:ritieal ='.Iok and a

re_ l)Y.'oach.ing onEI. It condamns the policeman 's atti ..l;ude o:f be:i.n~;

in4:.erecned ir: taking bribes and let ",frOnE( things pass.

On his i,urn, Obi ~records d if'ferant terr,p·l~r:l.tions in bY'i bery

end resisb:; some (;:f them. F'irst, Mr.Nark tries to)r:.be him ,,;hen

aaking him to arrange his sister's affair about her scholarBhi~.

After considering that tribalism could not carry SlY help in

the E.ituation, l·ir.Nark tries WiU·l brit·er:r but even -this timf" i'l

is iL vain. Till that moment Dbi is stil] faithful to his Obj0 r 1ivAS.

His f'irst w·eakness in the met-car of corruption is Dbsel'ved or.. ftit.

meGting with Elsie Mark when he accepts to sleep w1th her in ~r0Ar

to allow' lH?T appear to'f/ards the memberu o~f the board ''!hieh deal

with offering scholarships. Then comes his affair with Clars. which

is followed by material problems of different kindG. Therefore,

he succumb£; to GO"(,j"uption. Ee goes on taking "bribe,c; here and there

until he is caugh1 and imprisoned.

Yet, ev~~ if we consider that human weak~esse6 operstc

its role, too. in ~he matter. ?ato, wLich seems to work in any

",



it difficult to escape the imprension that fatal circumstances

. . t t\.- 1: <"ro frorrl t:.'ne be,'.'". inr] irJ fT. , d:nd that Vlha t-are worK1ng aga1ns ;28 ~- '- .

ever he may do he is in some ~::;enE;e n. doon:ed man. The course of

even·ts in Obi' s life seems to have been orgar:ized in such EL

way that he is inevitably prepared to failure. One can think

that destiny is working with him, preventinr him from success.

The t'act of' ~3uccurl'bing to corruptioY'! Ewd bein?" cau.'!ht at tr-"e

same time, and on the other hard the break ,vi th hi f3 fianCeE!,

followed by the d,,;ath of his IlJo-ther, seem to have been arrarJged

by a prevailing force that Cbi ignored in his lif? The force

of fate is not on~y talked about in one Dovel hy Chinua Acheb8,

but it is strongly felt in Things Fall Apart, too. Okonkwo,

the hero of the novel, is a man whose achievement has been

heroic. He a~most reaches the summit of his a~hition to become

one of 1.:he lords ·)f the clan, but his destiny is o-thervJise and

he can have no other end than a tragic one which culminates in

• . riSU:LC:L,. e.

Like in all tragedie8, both in Cbi's caGS as well as

in Okonkwo' sane, the protagoni~Jt's actions are fm.:mc3. to have

conssquenceo the ~irect opposite to what he meant or expected.

Obi expected to have a successful -thought

actione he was going to show that it was possible to brinp a

better change in l:L3 countr~l. Ee wanted -,.0 fi1TpeaT .;;:. determinE,d

man with strong personality who was able to stand for tis principles,

on one hand in fighting corrupticn, on the other hand in marrying-

a girl of his choice. The result was jus~ the oppoAite of what

he expected. He was corrupt and did net marry the ~irl he lov~d.

In Tt.ings JiEl-l Apart, what Okonkwo act.ieved was nct what he ex:)ected 0

All his life long Okonkw0's dream Was to be 8 ere~t man, courageous

and bonour&ble bU"l he er,ds in cow1'l,rdice u.:nd diE-Lon,Jur. In hani7illf'

himself, er abomirated form of death, he psrned ~O~ him8elf a

dishonourable burial like his f~ther Unokn, t~e t}ling he had

sought all Lis life to avoid.



.- 53 -

,Suf'ferir)g i8 inE'vi tabJ_B in £.ny tragedy. Obi' 6 case

i6 Dot tb2 least 1.:0 involve suff'ering. In bis li:fe he has

recorded m8.n~; events that make him su:ffer. r: 'he cir-::umstance

which illustrates the most his suffering is the desth of his

mother. It is saic! that "Obi had been utterly proetrflted by

the sheck of his l1other' s death. "2-3 A little bei'oT'? this event,

it was not with e&Be that he had decided to break with Clara.

his fianc~e. Thus. his mother's death deepened the sorrow he

had felt when losing his girlfriend. I-is sufferings are both

moral and physical.

He suffers morally because he is in conflict wi tt, ~"ll

social classes but particularly with his mother. hhen she says

that he will have her blood on him if he marries an Osu, Obi

loses all his strength. It is the beginning of his real and

greatest crisis iL his life. He feels he cannot go against

his mother's word~ though h~ knew quite ~ell that she would

not behave otherwise on such a matter. The following citation

illustrates well lis moral suffering.

His mind was troubled not
orJly by what had happened
but also by the discovery
that there was nothin¥ in
him with which to challanpe
it honestly. All dby bE': had
striven to rouse ~is anger
Bnd his conviction, but he
was honest enough with him­
self to realize that the
response he got, no matter
how violen~ it sometimes
eppeared, Was not genuinp,
It came from the periphery
and not the centre, like the
jerk in the le~ of a dead
frog when a current is applied
to it. ;:11-



Obi does not wa.nt to hurt t,j S Irother I £' heart. He su.fi'ers r:lo:ra:lly

because he does not kno"i vlha t to do. lie d oeE not ..:3r: t neither

to abandon Clars. :nor to lOSE: his mother. An~,!wa;'T, l]f~ had to choose

either his mother Or his fianc~e. Finally he preferred his mo~her

to his girlfriend, but it was not without sorrow t~:at he abandoned

the latter who was then in a critical situation si~ce she was

pregnant. ~hus, tie only solution was to find a do~tor who would

perform an aborticn. On lier way with the doctor to the place

where the opera tiCQ \vas going to happen, Obi suffee'ed very mucrl.

"He wanted to rush out of' his car and shout: "~'top, let's go and

get married now," but he couldn't and didn't".25 ~~e supreme

emotional Eui'feri.::c.E he under,9'OE'f3 comaE ,,'i t.h l:~i E: mDther' s d e~:.. ";"

His suffering on this event was so much that he became dispiritnci

and inert.

Obi's moral sufferings were not only the result of the

loss of persons hE loved, but his financial problPDs troubled ~iB

consciousness very much. vie have already seen that Obi I S affair

wi th Cle.ra put hirr into conf'lict with Umuof'iar: })roc:ressive Unj.olJ

which had paid him a sc~olarship. After tis studies, Obi go~ e

job very soon. He <las a, Senior Civil ;3er'1ELl'1t and r~ceived F.i car

advance. In g:ldi ti on, he received fJixty pm.lnets ou t":'i t allowance.

Yet. all those things were not presentE, he was goin~ to repay

them a little later. Beside those debts, he bad to pay back

the loan he received for bis scholarship. A t the b"~l?in!:in8'e on

Obi I S reque.st, tr:E;- U.l- .l'. agreed to give him four .~ntb6 bef()J'~1

he started to pay it. Ee 6001'1 BS the president bepen to ask O~~

about his project with an Ceu girl, Obi got very an~ry and refusPd

to listen to him. ~e even broke his negotiations.

I am not going ~o listen
to you any more. I take back
~y Teq~est. I shall ctart
pa~lir1g you ~t)[i,ch: at trl8 el1d
of this mo~th. Pow, this
minu~e! Fut don't you dare
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:i :nterfere ir~ my af'fa:.rs
again. And if this is what
~ou meet about, he said in
Ibo, you may cut off my two
legs if you ever find them
here again. Be made for
"cbe door. 26

The break with U.F.D. caused him some moral sufferings. To start

to pay back his loan as soon as he was enge,ged couJ.t1. not be done

easily. One m:i.gh t Fsl; himself hOYl Obi "louId manage to d 0 it

considering that beside this, he had many other obligations.

On one hand, Obi hed to pay twenty pounds every morth to the

Union. It.'i th the arno'.mt that remained, :. t \-,8.8 impoSE ibl.e to him

to pay his insurance, his electricity biJ.]_, his iY1COme tax and

the instalmen-; s on his car < Un the o"ther hand, cone,iderinE' tbl':"lt

he was a12 educated JTIan and a t:o~.;nman, he W&.s convir;ced That he I

'"
should represent ",hat he was. ;fus"t 'tihen Obi arrived in Lagos

from England. he s€'emed to be less in-tereL,,;ted in luxury. V .1'. U .

was agreed i'hat he should have a place at a hotel 'uut Obi did not

stay "there longer. Ee preferred to join his friend Josep1 in

a dirty corner where they shared only one room. When he got a

job and a car, he conceivcCJ life in El different way. 'T'he idee

of material comforT gre\" in his mind. HSlriaS convirced he should

be able to pay" whBtever lotUS necessary :for a good li.fe i~1 "to,iT) '"

Qonfron~ed with financial problems, he be~a~ to ne~Qciate loans

from the bank to rl3';gularize some s:i. tuai;ioI2F;. Then J"e tried to

reduce what he usec. at home. Por inr::;'cance, i11 order to keep lC~1

his electricity bil~, he recommanded his steward that instead

of lighting every Slid teh in the flat lit t:vlO buIts. the rule ir-

future was going tc be one 6wi tch ~ O1:\e bu:Lb llavinn' delt with

lamps, he came to be water-heater and toJ.d hi:o' f)i~,?,.,ard that the

we. ter-heater must !'ot be turned or.
,

ar ~,.nlOrl? • Re decided to have

cold baths. Re ever reduced money for his ration. I~spite all

those measures he took, Obi was still suffering morally. Even



hie visi-ts to his :"amil:1l ,,'Vere still rare for :finEine:ial reasone,

because he must give something to his peoDle if he decided to

go home.

To home people, leave meant
the return of the village boy
who had made good in the town,
and everyone expected to share
in his good fortune. 2E

When his affair with Clare failed, he was obliped to

provide money for making an abortion. Re hB~ not any other meSTR

than to borrow it from someone. Events tha-t required money over-

whelmed him and he 'I'18S unable to overcome all of them. On tile top

of it aJ_1 came his mother's deecth. He sent all he could find :for

her funeral bu"t it was said that she deserved El be·c;ter funeral

than she got. Nobody could understand t.hat Obi coul.d lack money

to do that. He was severely criticized. Finally, demoralized and

unable to take any other convinient attitude vlhen :facinp- trle

circumstanceE;, Obi is seen takinp- bribes. Ee will Y'epea t the

many times in order to resolve some of his problem8. For instanc

he took fifty pounds from a man who wanted his son's scholarship

and with that amou.r:.t he was abJ_e to pay ofi' his bark overdrai't

and the deb~ he bocrowed when paying the doctor. Then one da~

he .ias caught taki'J.g tVlenty pounds and his tragedy 'I'laS real.

He was imprisoned. In prison his sufferings are bo~t physical and

moral.

The Buffarings of c~aracters in tra~ediee are follcwed

by the recognition of the erro~. At the end, Obi r8cognized his

error. His theories vlere more idealistic than reaJ.:i.stic. Be founa

that the society he lived could not allow him to win in his

principles. In fac:i;, his error '",as that .biB ideals den,anded a meral

strength that Obi Yh'.S uy;abl.e to provide. Cbi if~ tb.l.D l:ind of' idealist

, "r, . 1 L + ., o·.l- '- 11 th.e e,'-..• r·tLj." 2f-wr:o 8£:.YS: tr:t ve alE. B. p .8..ce 'LO t? vB.X}Q ["-:LT} S11Et m() ·:e ~.r
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His downfall results in the fact that hE~ did no·t rea:1..ize early

that such a place does not exist. It is only after bis sufferin~s

that he finds out tbat, "we all have to stand on the earth itself

and go with her at b.er pace. "29

Tragic situations leave the audience not depressed, but

relieved, even exalted. They inspire him some emotioYls. ~Jome cri tics

say that the emotion Obi inspires is not pity but antipathy.

In my point of view, I join Achebe who invites pity ~n Obi's

failure. Obi presents some strong points i~ his personality.

He is able to articuJ_ate the ambiguities o:f his position and

determine his conduct, both personal and professional. He is

conscious that his society needs the intervention of young

educated men to achieve its democracy and he is conscious that

he is appealled to give his contribution. He knows that the wa:.k

he is going to operate is not easy, but he has the c~urage to try

and see where it can take him to. Re differs from th ':'I:',e around

him who either do not recognize inconsistencies in t~leir behaviour

or if they do, are not concerned to evaluate these inconsistencies

nor relate to their 'personal behaviour. In No Longer at Ease, we

are presented with di.fferent people ,"ho are used to <:aking bribes

but among all of them, nofone except Obi recognizes that what he

is doing is wrong ar:d regrettable. They rather try tCl always

justify their behavi:)ur. On their contrary, Obi knOWl:3 his weak­

nesses. That is why ~e see that he is remorseful in },is doings.

We cannot den~r that Obi is a failure but we can at 1.€Bst congre.'~

tulate him on the choice of good principles and the Hteps he has

reached. We feel pi tZI for his failure because Obi' s \leaknesses

have a charec'ter of universality. He has been victim among man;)'

guilty people. Pity is felt for the human s..lfferer, fince he if"

one like ourselves. Obi' s acts ar~ !]ot a:3 cruel as tbose of

Okonkwo his grandfather, the he1"0 of Things Fall Apar't Although

Okonkwo has been B character of intense individualit~" whose fame

rested on solid, personal achievements, his i;ragic enc, illspires
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antipathy. The end ill suicide is a sign oftbe greatAst form of

cowardice that can exist. After death nothing remains. There can­

not be anymore hope. His killing himself rubs all good things

he had done when he Nas alive, and nobody can tolerate such an

end. They say it is ~n abomination for a man to take his own life.

The emotion we feel towards such a coward ma:c is mor': antipathy

than pity.

Fear is another emotion experienced at Obi's fate. It le

in human hature that we are all afraid of death. A human being with

human feelings cannot be inert to the death of Obi's mother thst

took place just after having abandoned his girlfrien(~. Everybody

is afraid of the circumstances a:nd identifies himsel:f:' with the

sufferer. Later, we feel fear too, when Obi is imprisoned. Prison

is something everybody fears. This fear is proved by the fact tl:at

some people try to escape from prison when they have been caught.

Life there is painful.

All Lis life long, the protagonist has been governed by

fear of failure. Eve~y time he declines in evil, he is not quiet.

While taking bribes, he shows a certain hesi,tation. 1,(hen he accepts

a bribe from a man W';10 wants his son I s back-door ent:'y to scho18T-

ship awards, his fea,.'(' in doing such a thing is stressed in the

following 'words:

The wad of notes lay where
he had placed it for the rest
,)f the day and all night.
':)bi placed a newspaper over
it and secured the door.
"This is terrible!" he muttered.
'Terrible!" he said aloud.

He woke up with a start in
;he middle of the night Bnd

:18 did not go to S:L819P again
"or a long time afterwa,rde." 30



Obi is afraid of 'Deing caught and his consC'ioueness is still

working him after his act. Even if he repeats the sc~me many

times, he does not manage to be accustomed to these ·things.

Though he thinks he is determined to take bribes, h~ is never

happy and his irresoluteness remains un"eil he is ca·~tght. His

attitude towards the sum which brings h:~s condamnation involves

temptation.

The money lay on the tabl~.

He would have preferred not
to look in its direction,
but he seemed to have no
choice. He just sat looking
at it, paralysed by his
thoughts. 31

Obi feels fear for the consequences of his act. The scene which

describes his arrest illustrates well this atmosphere of fear in

which Obi appears.

There was a knock at the door.
Ee sprang to his feet, grabbed
the money and ran towards his
bedroom. A second knock caught
h~m almost at the door of the
b~droom and transfixed him there.
T~en he saw on the floor for the
first time the hat which his
v·tai tor had forgotten, and he
bTeathed a sigh of relief.
R~ thrust the money into his
p0cket and went to the door
aDd opened it. Two y€H)ple
~ltered - One was his recent
visi tor, the other a (~omplete

e;";ranger. "Are you l\7r.OkJnkwo?"
asked the stranger. Obi said yes
in a voice he could hardly have
r'?cognized. '[he room "began to
swim round and round. The strange~'

was saying something, but it
sounded distant - as things soune
t~ a man in a fever. He then
searched Obi and found the marked
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notes. He began to say some
more things, invoking the
name of the Queen, like a
District Officer in the bush
readin~ the Riot Act to an
uncomprehending and delirious
mob. Meanwrile the other man
used the telephone outside
Obils door to summon a police
van. 32

Fear is evident in this quotation. We can even say that Obi is

terrified. He does not know which attitude to take. He seems to

be out of self-centrol. Fear dominates Obi' s personality and ·all

bis hesitations are its manifestations.

Obi is ~ tragic hero whose tragedy proceeds from modernity.

He is an educated man and an elite who, under the influence or

Western education wants to clean in his mind all ,..)ld 6upersti "eions

and to fight all evils that Characterized his traditional society.

His downfall is rooted on one hand, in the radicality of his

ideals which want an abrupt break with tradition, and on the

other hand, in his naivety in choosing principles which do not

agree with realities prevailing in the community. fails to

realize that he wanted to make meet two opposed e~ds and there-

fore, should be careful in doing that. It \-lould l>'we teen wiSE:~

for him to walk both in the two worlds. He should find the

medium which could keep him with tradition withou~ neglecting

to go forwa:r'd in Hloderni ty.
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CIlAl'. 1=1. lANGUAGB.

Laneuage is known as a mea~s of cornmunicat~on. It is through

it that people get i:11:0 contact Ewd create relE1tionBLips aP-lOnp: tLem.

It can unite or sepa:ate people.

In ~o Longer at Ease, the sense of brotherliness tak0S an

external form in the sharirw of a coron,on lanf"uage, F.!,r; Obi realizes

at an early stap:e in his relationship with Clara:

But then she had spoken
in Ibo, for the first time,
as if to say we belong to
together; we speak the
,3ame language. 1

In attempting to bribe Obi, ~r.Mark addresses him in Ibo, too,

to establish ~he sam~ point.

Lan,,-;uB,c;re (;: ~~ea tes, maintains or ende reTati onships amorw

people. Thus, we can say that the positive kind of lunguage is the

one that brings people close to~ether while the nepative kind aios

at separating them.

himself from his audience, even if he is criticizinp and commentinp

on his society t s way of J_ivinE':, una er a satirical to, ,e. He chooses

the satire because h::: considers it af:; the stronvest Heavon to

denounce all evils in the society.

Irony, whi~h is one of the maj~r tones of natire is the

cr:aracteristic wode 'Jf tbe y'ovel. 'i'rTo'li~_n i:be whoJ_e I ork, tbe El:ut.'r,or

uses ir:~>ny to ridicu Lize some manr,ers, behE_viourr" C\ActomG or l;e]_ie:t'E~.
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which is one of youns: educated Nigerians who ~row in illodern Nigeria.

Chinua Achebe ex-poseE" the problems of a developin[' countTy whose

people are una.ble to assume nny cOffiXllr tment towards trHir country.

Almost the whole scere is played by Obi the main cha~!cter.

No Longer at Ease gives an account of the a~ality of

contemporary Nigerian life. It gives an explicit comment on the

inheri tanee that botll the wri tar and his society received from ~~he

colonial period. To do that, the language it uses is naIf traditio~&l,

half' modern.

The common expedient of the ironist is to juxtapose two

or more contredictory or incompatible objects, statem9nts, ideas or

scenes. No LODger at Ease if full of contradictory ideas and sceres.

Cbi's thoughts involve contradictions. What he believes is opposed

to what he does. The whole irony on him can be summed up in the faet

that fle chooses prin~iples, then defends them but snda by succumting.

The ~echniQJe of opposition is the most iTonical and a

relevant form of a setirical style. ~he fact of pre8e~tinp two

opposed characters, sJggests B positive aspect beside a negative GDP.

It is the reader's OT. audience's duty to detect what is WrO!l,g' aDl:

what is right. In No "'·onger at Ease, the technique of apposi tio Cl

is frequently used. Obi ' s ideas are opposed to the id8Bs of his

interlocutors. :For instance, when he is discussinp wi t;h his friend

Christopher about the nature of bribery, they take op~osed position~.

'['he author comments i;nat,

~hichever line Obi took,
Christopher had to take
the opposite. Christopher
\"as an economist from tLe
Iondon SCIlool of Bconomi cs
and he always pointed out
t~et Obi's arguments were
n~t based on factual or
s~ientific analysis whic~

rfol'as nc)t surprisine SiriCE- l:le
had taken a degree in E£glish. 2
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Obi is ~ot only opposed to Christopher, but he is almost opposed

to all the people he deals with. Every time the authnr opposes

two characters, Le wants to show what is good aLd what is bad.

Sometimes his ch~racters are chosen from different g~nerations

er if they are from the same generation, one stands for his time

and the other for biE3 elders. Although Christopher, ,Joseph, ClarH

are modern young people, they stand sometimes for tradition.

When discussing Obi's marriage, none of those young men sustaiD

him in his doings am3. "'hen he \"a:= caught taking bribps, nobody

understands the motives behind his act.

Through cr'aracters, the author shows what should be

faught and what, shOt'ld prevail. j']oreover, \,iG have seen that

Achebe is a committed writer who has the role of teaching.

As a writer, he seeks solutions to all p~oblems of his society

in imagina~ive form~. He wants bis people to identify themselves

vd th tJ::e characters be preserJts , and be ashamed of ·t.beir irresponsi­

hili ty in a country tt:ey should be cornmi tted. be is ,satirizing

the viciousness of young generations who are eager of getting BS

much as possible like their elders, and compromise their good

principles. 'ro dea). "'i th this, irons" is a sharp vJea:pon the autrH;l'

uses. Obi' s weaknes.:;€s are ironized from the 1:::eginning to the end

of the novel. His pTinciples are presented under an ironic tone.

The a"l..1.thor puts it .LIJ the following terms:

Obi's theory that the public
service of Nigeria would
remain corrupt until the old
Africans at the top were
replaced by young men from
the universities was first
formulated in a nehspapsY'
read to the ~igerian ~tudent~'

tinioD in London. j" i. ";.mlike
most theories formed by
student~ in London, this one
survived the first impact
o~ hompcoming. 3
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Here is an ironic e~posure of Obi's naivety and ignorance of the

real situation. His theory is a mere idealization formulated when

:he was still abroad. When he arrived at the field the match Wee;

going to take place, things turned anotber way and prevented him

from doing what he .bad intended to do.

The authOl:' is ironic, too, when he preseni: s Obi, defending

his principles. Obi attributes evils to backwardness and believes

in the success of tt'e new generation because, according to him,

To most of them bribery
is no problem. They come
straight to the top without
bribing anyone. It's not
that they're necessarily
better than others, it's
simply that they can afford
to be virtuous. But even
that kind of virtue can
become a habit. 4

Christopher, his interlocutor, objects: "Very well put." and he does

not say more. One clar! have the impression that ChriEltopher approves

of what Obi says, but in reality the answer involve E) a great iron~r<,

It is as if he wantnd to stop Obi who was going far in his mdvety.

In fact. it will no": take him a long time to be involved in bribery.

On h:.\.s re':urn from Engla.nd, Obi seems to fight corru:ption.

Already on his way borne, he gives the fall.owing remLrk to a boy who

is asking for money on travelling baggages without giving government

receipt.

If there. was a policeman
here I would hand you
ove:r TO him. 5

Here, irony arises in the fact that the police Obi/as wishin~ to

others, were called on his part.
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At the root of all irony is a contrast between what is

being said, implied or suggested and what is actualJ~' the case.

Obi's life is full of contradictions. On his affair with an Osu

girlt one time we he~r him saying that even his mother cannot

stop him, but later he prefers to break with Clara. When he

decides to go and ask some advice to his friend Christopher, the

latter tells Obi:

You know, Obi, I had wanted
to discuss that matter with
you. But I have learnt not
io interfere in a matter
between a man and a woman,
especially with chaps like
;yOU who have wonderful
ideas about love. 6

Irony is clear here, too. Obi is judged to have "wol1c)erful ideas 11

he is unable to realize. A little far he adds:

LOU may say I am not broad­
Minded but I don't think we
:lave reached the stage where
'fe can ignore all our customs. 7

This statement is no~ the least to involve irony. Chl'istopher is

humble .in self-judgement and this is a means used to criticiZle Obi.

Another case of contradiction one can notice is the xact

that Obi, who was intended to get a high salary, was corrupt because

of financial problemr:il. When he was engaged in the Civil Service,

people were convinced that he would no more encounter financial

difficulties.

Dbi even heard someone ask
!;~hat he was going to do
#ith the big money which
Government would give him. f
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It is contradictory to realize that Obi suffers from financial

troubles, whereas his people believe that what GoverDment pays

him is more than eno'..~gh.

The author uses a double irony to present Cbi's contra­

diction in defining what bribery is. When he accepts to be offered

Miss.Elaie's body ~or her scholarship, he defends hirr,self arguing

that it is not an act of bribery. He turns to affirm that bribery

concerns only money. Be says:

You see, the difference i6 this.
"He paused." Let's put it this
way. No man wants to part with
~is money. If you accept money
from a man you make him poorer.
But if you go to bed with a
girl who asks for it, I don't
see that you have done any
harm. 9

There is a double irony on Obi, who, on one hand succumbs to bribery,

and on the other hand, does not want to recognize his ~ailure.

He tries to put things in his ~avour. By giving a wr,mg definition

of bribery he is seeking to justify his act.

Irony is I'roduced on Obi' s behaviour but sometimes he is

himself ironic in his speech; for instance, when he 8ays that,

"The civil service is corrupt because of these so-called -experienced

men at the top." 10 ~'ie have a double irony here I too. F'irst, Obi if;

questioning the comletence of old leaders and this is done under

an ironic tone. Furthermore, he is himself subject to irony, because

his statement is not true. It is going to be proved shat old peov1e

are not the only pe:r'sons to be corrupt, but young Ni.,:erianB and

the elite show 'the same weaknesses.

It is under an ironic tone that ~:r. Green, (Jbi' s colo~Jial

boss, criticizes Africans, particularly the educa'ted ones, \'rho are
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according to him, useless and irresponsible. This is observed in

the following remark he gives to Obi.

It is people like you who
ought to make the goverr~ent

decide. That is what I have
always said. There is no single
Nigerian who is prepared lo
forgo a little privilege in
·~he interest of his country.
From your ministers down to
your most junior clerk. And
~TOU tell me you want to
govern yourselves. 11

As an art of satire, the technique of apposition has beEF!

frequently used to criticize different social classes. Every time

the author opposes t~o characters or two scenes, he wants the reader

to admire what is right and despise what is wrong. It is not a fact

of haphazard that the two doctors Obi consults, are cpposed. one

being virtuous and tbe other vicious. The first doctor that Obi vi8~ts

is the ideal person the author has in his mind. When Obi tells him

about the problem, h€ says:

I am sorry, my dear y'oung man,
llUt I cannot help you. What
you are asking me to do is
£ criminal offence for which
1 could go to jail and lose
my licence. But apart from
tnat I have my reputation
t~ safeguard - Twenty years'
pr-actice without a single blot. tl 1::2

By this quo tation we notice that the first doctor's fear is not only

rooted in the fact tnat he can be jailed. but more th:.s.n that, .b.e

cares very much about his dignity and honour. It is i~:ot the case

of the second doctor Obi comes to. who is a young am: very businesQ;·-

like.
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de said he had no taste for
the job they were asking him
to do. It is not medicine,
he said. I did not spend seven
years in England to study that.
However, I shall do it for you
if you are prepared to pay my
fee. Thirty pounds. To be paid
before I do anything. No cheques,
'Raw cash. What say you'? 13

This quotation does not lack irony. The doctor says he is not prepared

for such thing; however, he does it. It is contradic·tory. He is a

s~ave of money which is more powerful than his personality.

The technique of opposition has been used ·to show the contrast

that exists between black people and white men when facing thEir

respective duties. vJhi~e white people show great dev)tion in their

duties, black people are described as lazy people w:b.:') do not like

working. This is seen through the character of Joshue" a messeng'er

from Umuofia, who works at Lagos. The president of U,:P.U. gives

him the following remark:

You did not leave Umuofia four
hundred miles away to come and
sleep in Lagos; there are enough
)eds in Umuofia. If you don't
':vant to work, you should return
there. You messengers are all
like thet. 14-

The author is opposing black people in general and I'::Jos in parti.cular

to white men who are always busy. Mr.Green is a white man who works

very much in a country which is not his own. Here. the autho:r ~8

satirizing the naivety of Africans who tnink that thc'ir independence

is to come from the colonizer' s hands. Obi believes 'tila t Mr. Green

is working for Nigeria's independence. When he obseY"ved that Hr. Green

worked so hard,
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It reminded him of what he had
once read about Hohamed Ali of
Egypt I who in his 01·:3. age "'orked
in frenzy to modernize his country
before his death. In the case of
Green it was difficult to see what
his deadline was unless it was
Nigeria's independence. 15

By this quotation Chinua Achebe is satirizing the young Nigerians

who are irx'esponsible ir; the development of their country. He ie­

re" proaching them to claim independence they do not deserve.

The whole avolution of the protagonist is described with

irony. The way Obi's departure, reception and trial are presented

involves a great irony. Each of these events was an uccasion to

alert the population. It is said "that, "Obi's going to England

caused a big stir in Umuofia."16 When he came back,

fhere were hundreds of people
at Obi's reception. There were
not enough chairs for all of
them to sit on, so that many
sat on their goat-skins spread
~n the floor. 17

Here, irony a.rises i~1 the fact that Obi is considered as a very

important man for his community • but that he will not represent

What he was expected to be. The author is very ironic by the way

he presents Cbi presenting his thanks to his people. He says t.bat

when Obi was given the opportunity to talk to his people,

He thanked them for the
sacrifices they had made
to send him ~o England.
He would try his best to
justify their confidence. 1l
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Obi's trial doee not lack irony, either. People gather more Ior

curiosity than f'or le've. The author states i~hat,

The case had been the talk
of Lagos for a number of
weeks and on this last day
anyone who could possibJ.y
I.eave his j ob was there to
hear the judgement. Some
Oivil Servants paid as much
as ten shillings and sixpence
to obtain a doctor's certificate
of illness for the day. 19

The use of ~?roverbs in Achebe' s works holds an important:

place. We have seen that Chinua Achebe deals especial:l.y vvi th his

society and writes especially for it. Therefore, he uses a language

which is familiar to his people; and for him and his society,

"proverbs are the palo oil with which words are eaten. il Proverbs are

full of meaning and througb one proverb, a w};ole scenE· can be presented.

Those proverbs are uSl:..ally used to Itlarn people not to Yall in bad

things or to make thell be aware that what they have done is bad.

Their aim is to educa~e or to correct. The president uses proverbs

to criticize Obi's ac~ionB. For instance, when he learns that Obi

has been caught j"or tk!enty pounds he has accepted as a cribe, he

says:

If you want to ee.t a toad
ycu should look for a fat
ar.d juicy one. 20

When he was criticiziflg the procedure Obi used to gather the bribe,

he did it: by accoun·ciT.lg liThe proverb of the house rat who went

swimming with his frisnd the lizard and died from cole; 9 for while

the lizard 9 s scales k,ilpt bim dry, the rat r S hairy bad;; remained wet. "2 1

'l'his proverb is a sat.ire ",hich involves an ironic ton",.
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\',hen Obi gr:,ts firwncial problems, some irorie prover"td

are used to describe the situation. Because of the problems that

overwhelm him. the Bkthor satirizes him 8ayi~g that Iba people

have devised a prove:r'b ,...hier: says that, "It is not right to ask

a man witt elephanti~sis of the scrotum to ~ake on srrallpox as well

when thousands of other people have not had even their share of

small diseases. "22 Obi is seen suffering very much from problems

that a man of his raI,k would not suffer.

Generally, to detect what is ironic in s literary work,

requires to be aware of the realities on the state of things in the

world you are ar,ely<dng. In No Longer at Ease. this BDsl;ysis is

rendered possible bec~ause tt'e novel opens by what is the issue of

the story. It begins with the failure of the protagonist. Therefore,

evolvi:tlg in tLe read:ing, one is aware tha.t art objectives and

ambitions of the her~ are predicted to failure. That is why we can

easily f'ind instance~1 tha.t ere ironic in the work. }<'01:' instance;

just fOrom the beginnJ ng one knows that Obi has been c~3.ught for having

accepted a bribe. Therefore. later. when he pretends to be against

bribery and tries to resist ~r.Mark's temptation. one can notice

the irony with which the author presents the scene. When Clara asks

him about his attitude towards Mr.Mark who wanted to offer hi~ a

t':cibe, he saye:

You think I should have
~neouraged him to talk
about bribin~ me? 2)

Irony is real here. (bi who does not like to hear people talking

about bribing nim. will take B bribe without any insistance of the

giver. What he says is proved to be just the opposite of what he dces
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The language used in No Longer at Ease is B lanpuBFB ~;

satire which is difft;~rent from tbe direct language . \fihen the But.nor

describes scenes, he means more than the literary sense that is

produced on the written paper. He is cri ticizinp:, com,nen ting,

satirizing what is satirical in his society. He does it by usi~~

irony, oppositions, proverbs which involve a satirical tone.

To understand What is satirical and ironical in his work, the C1E'Vel'

reader should not concentrate only on the word form e.lld its li t(?Ta:l"Y

meaning, but he has to read between lines.
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Heferences.
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CONCLUSIO]\~ •

r/;odern African writing has been concerned almost exclus~vely

with the reality of African life and few African writers of Englis.t

expression have sought their thematic material outsice Africa.

Unlike writers in some countries with similar colonial pasts,
I

A:frican writers have not turned their back on their owrJ cul turet,;

rather they faced the problems, and sought solutions for them in

imaginative form.

In No Longer at Ease as well as in his othGT novels, ChiDua

Achebe has been concarned not only with the impact o~ colonization

on African values but also he assigns the task of re-'education of

his society. We have already said that Achebe is not a simple w~iter

who writes in order to entertain his audieuce or readers, but his

role is mare than that. He is a committed writer whof:e commi t:ment

is to try to help his people reconstruct their country by making

them aware of the problems that jeopardize and progress. Thus, th~

audience he is addre.3sing is especially his people and not the foreign

reader. Achebe recognizes that he is a teacher whose pupils are

young Nigerians in particular end Africans in generaJ.. His asserti.one

of the educative rol~ of the writer are summed up in the followin~

quotation:

Phe writer cannot be excused
:'rom the task of re-education
und re-genera'tion ·that must
~e done. In fact he should
narch right in front. For he
is after all - as Bzekiel
J1phalele says in his African
;mage - the sensitive point
~n his community ... Perhaps
";That I ..lri te if' applied art
as distinct from pure. 3ut
vrho cares? Art is important
but so is education of the
~ind I have in mind. 1
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The ~riter is especially equipped to know in a sensitive way what

is prominent in the minds, what are the most preBsin~ concerns of

the people about and for whom he writes.

Part of Achebe's concern has been reconcil:ng the individual

w1 th his cuIturul heritage on the one hand, and 1-:is culture in a

time of crisis on the other. In No Longer at Ease Achebe presents

an evolving society whose problems are rooted in modernity.

Therefore, his task has been not only to show what was his society

before the cOffi/ing o~ the white man but also to assert the rights

and obligations which are con±'erred on the generali ts of peopl,::

in contemporary soci~ty. He remarks that, for the papt informs the

present, the writer, according to this, helps to establish values

and often assists a generality of' people ir.: making a Bingle choice

from many choices opCnl to them. Ultimately in this rf!Bpect, Achebe' f3

quest has been to £'ind in the aspirations of his con':emporary society

new ways of re aching understanding in the light of' -,;radi tional

values as they are c:)nf'ronted with the impact of mod~:'rn ideas.

In :No J~onger at Ease he is concerned with ind:i vidualf5 whose paSEaons

and hopes and f'ears are permanent in mankind.

Achebe's writing has a claim to uni~er8aIity because it

off'ers E'J vision of' l.',i"e v/hich is essentially tragic, compounded of

success and f'ailure, imbued with an awareness of humen Buffering

and the human capacity to endure. Sometimee his char&cters mef:t

with success core often wit} defeat and despair. Risthemes ar~

generally taken from the realities he observes in hie society.

They con8i:i tute the ";ragedy of everyday =_ife and re):1l2sent th~

buman cor,dition. The characters he descr7,bei.'3 are humEn beings with

possibl.e human weaknesses which are seen as the ct:Elr:"cteristics of

humankind. Yet, even if those weaknesses are a naturl fact, in

human conditi on, the;' are E S1-,ocia 'ted Hi th tLe effect of the preecmce

of Europe in .Africa. He writes not only about tbe bIE' ok man's 'weak­

nesses, but a180 about the fate of black people in a world progress­

ively recreated by wlite men.
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Achebe is essentially a moralist, concerned with

considerations of right and wrong as they Bre revealed by the

individual's res~onees ~o the circumstances which su~round him.

The art of satire hES served him as d weapon to criticize his society

by showing that change is possible and must be operated. By this

technique he shows that the black man should not submit and say

that corruption cannot find any ot!;er solution than i~o wait paFlsively

for one's turn to eat. He rather invites youn~ Nigerians to be

conscious of the ro] e they are aE'signed in their COUl'1try and then

work hard to achieve democracy and modernity. They Bre appealled

to use their own hards to build B new ard better nation because

as he stresses it,

It is through the actions
of the new elite that reform
w:~ll have to come if it is
tl come at all. 2

Achebe acts like a teacher ad6ressing his pupils. Fe raises

a problem for which they should f'ind so],ution. In NO.,Longer at ~e3e,

the problem he dealt with ~s that of corruption which is observe6

in old leaders as well as in young Nigerians. In addition to thio,

he presents the problem of conflict between traditio~ and modernity,

as reflected in the young educated men. He sticks tc the inability

of' :,'oung Nig'Brians 'to stand up and fig1- 1; for better ·~onditior;s;

since they canr-ot 8.soid temptation and thattraditicn overweighs

on their conviction in modernity. ~nlike in Things ~all Apart where

Achebe is concerned especially with his traditional society,

No Longer at Ease deals with a contemporary ~igeria and its problems

which are in fact the problems of contemporary Africa in general.

~herefore, if he deals with Nigeria, he woul~ like that other

writers deal with other corners of Africa. He su~geEts what follows:
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It is clear to me that an
African creative writer 'who
tries to avoid the big social
and political issues of
contemporary Africa will end
up being completely irrelevant
li '~e that absurd man in the
proverb who leaves his burning
hC',lse to pursue a rat fleeing
from the flames. 3

Though the writer exposes the problems facing contenmorary Afrioa.

he does not suggest any solution and leaves -the task to the rea.::: er ,

As readers, we are invited to bring our contribution in suggesting

60me solutions. Therefore, our suggestion is like this: education

of all social classes is the most powerful means tha',; can bring'

better conditions. W:",i ters should go on satirizing tbe unhappy

reali ties they observe in their countries, for insta.~:::e, the practi :';e

of corruption as it .fills an important place in the novel under study,

and claim always for change. By this way we can hope that, leaders

will be ashamed of w:('ong things they do and will adopt a more or

less honest way of living. Furthermore, the masses s.r.ould not remain

passive towards thOB~ evils. They must act and denource loudly w~~t

is vicious in their Jountry. For instance, with regal~ to corruption,

if' all the masses we."e able to ref'use to offer any bJ'ibe, t.be practice

would be obliged to disappear. Young educated people on their side

should bring their contribu·tion since they are the mc-st enligh,;HJo'l

in the 1liay that lead;; to progress. They shouJ.d be conscious of d,~

part they have in th~ building of their country.
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